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Peace he with the soul of that charitable and cour- 
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You must forgvoe me, my dear friend, 
far having gratified, without your partici* 
potion, a wish which I have long entertainr 
ed, to dedicate these volumes to you. This, 
indeed, is the only part of the work on 
which your judgment has not been consulted^ 
Within the circle of our acquaintance, no 
account of the motives Jor this dedication 
will be demanded : to the public let me say, 
thai it is a tribute due, on my part, to a 
long-tried and perfect friendship, cemented 
by the love of letters, and destined, I trust, 
never to admit interruption or decay. 

I am, 

most truly and faithfully your^s, 

THE AUTHOR. 

MOSL|V-8TRS£t» 
Jan. lOtb, 1818. 
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PREFACE. 



Among soii^ adramiages^ there are <aon« 
^derable inconveniences expeiienced> by 
that small^ but not unworthy class of 
authors^ who write their own books. 

If they enjoy some consciousness of 
ixieriting success, they feel more acutely, 
when their works are neglected, or mis* 
understood. By an exclusive al;tentioii 
to their peculiar objects, they sometimes 
lose sight of the current of public tastf^ 
and are astonished to find the fruits d[ 
their labour rejected with disdain, of 
viewed with indifference. 

They enter, ajso, the awful courts of 
criticism under great disadvantages^ The 
author who borrows the pen of a populi^ 
writer, finds himself admitted to tbf^ 
bendn is graciously received and poweir 
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fully protected. Mean time, the friend- 
less and solitary composer of his own 
productions stands trembling at the gate, 
or listens tx) his sentence of condemna- 
tion, from .a judge who has scarcely 
deigned to examine his cause. 

Even the mighty talents of BenTLEY 
sustained ia temporary injustice, in the 
public estimation, from this cause, during 
the controversy respecting the Epistles of 
Phalaris. Yet in his time, the field of 
literary warfare was more openly con- 
tested, than at present. No periodical 
tlepredators, under the disguise of critics, 
then infested the highways of knowledge 
to attack the peaceable traveller, and to 
exult in the dismay which their assault 
might occasion. But Prejudice, however 
vile, rules the destiny of genius, and her, 
most unjust dea'ees have sometimes been 
reversed, only by late posterity. 

It is another disadvantage of original 
composition^ that when it succeeds in the 
first it)stance, it creates, somewhere, a 
;strenuous opposition. The triumph of an 



udior, like that of a Roman conqueror, 
is celebrated by sarcasms and libels, as well 
as by applause and pomp. Nothing can 
more just than Fontenelle's epigram 
1 this subject. ''J? 

Duns la lice ou tu vas conrir 
Songennp«ncAmbien tu hazardes; ' *'' 

i faut a*ec toiirage egalement offrir, 
t ton front aux lauriers, «t ton ne/ au\ nazardes.- . , 

What must be the surprize of a writer, 
lerging from his peaceful cabinet to 
son}e degree of reputation, to find that 
he has created himself bitter enemies, 
among persons totally unknown to him, 
simply by^ obtarrting the ap])lause of 
others t 

Even the voice of fame seldom reaches 
ear of the solitary, (wiglnal writer" 
fiGttnctly; it is difficult for him to dis- 
tingubh the silence of approbation from 
that of neglect. But the bustling, cla- 
morous cabal sometimes pass oft' their 
interested noise for the acclamations of 
le public. What remains, then, for the 
ilhor of his own book? The pleasure 
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of cprnpositlon ; , ;the iCpjpscioHfn^ of 
spme talent ; and the }i,beFty of ifgadii^g 
and praising oixly (be |^. ^r^J^F^* .; ,: 

Ma^iy eujipuf; anoodotog n>itbf b« 

given, of literary manufq?i^J»f(^; ffijr.ft 
book generally goes througb as fpany 
hands as a pin, befow pHibiicatiQ^« One 
of the most successful composkkmg- of 
this kind >Vas the Turkish' Sp^;'v}hi(m 
still retains a coasiiiJiersitilje 5Jpgii*eiO||f;0gpu- 
larity. Dunton says, ^ ww » ^n9f#pAift^ 
tion, conducted by ^flt, Qi^^ w^h^ 
was one of that vpluaamoiifo sj^d OgWlesi 
body of authors, the :I^ode#r fa|^g^})Qf$K 

Of the same kind yt^J^.th^:'4^himfflP. 

■ . .1 

Oracle, projected and executed hy, ()iMi9^ 
ton • himself; an4 sogjp , fl(f h j? aj^^qrs ; 
t>ut mucU itvi^bted ^ its-fwcif^^ss, itp |pH(t 
own fluency j» iwnjAwig Ijai pFpfieK gfli 
es^ecrabl^ y.er^,i The^. ffiitigloi B<5(«b 
positions gener^Uy j^tray ^pmsetR^Sj l^y 
the discordant qs^re :«^f thj^j^ gi^^f^^Jlif. 
The siiiali sprig of. goj^, yM^Mm^ 
tk^ first nx^tipe ,9|f ^ ;Sb*«^eir,,.;(|H*pl|ilj!F 
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WpitBd^^ atddl^pp^At^ iti the cbihk^ 
kM ctaHbl^ of barren tobks. 

But ha where is the otigiDal author 
thoie p\xkz\ed, thian in writing; his own 
preface* This is UsUally supplied, Uke 
Ifife i^dlogue to a play, by some obliging 
fiiettdw Nor ib it discreditable to acknow- 
ledge this difficulty, since even Cervantes 
■tJWns, that he had more trouble in com-^ 
l^bBing his preface, than his immortal 
Wetk Useif.* Yet a preface is still re- 
IJUitied^ (like the obeisance of the last 
JgeiHuryi on entering a rdoni,) however 
fiMiiiHar may be the subject, or however 
gay thfe work. 

Behold, then, worthy reader^ a pre- 
iaee to this small book* Had it been 
composed by some other hand than miine, 
it might have possessed superior claims 
to attention; but I could then have 

* Porqu^ te se decir, que aunque me cost6 algun 

trabajo componerla« ninguno tuve por mayor que hacer 

esta preiacion que va^ leyendo. Muchas veces tomd la 

pluma para* escribilla, y muchas la dexe por no sabej 

lo que escribiria« 

Prologo del 2uixg^, 
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derived no satisfaction from public appi 
bation. For I have seen reason to belies 
that fame, acquired by appropriating t 
labours of others^ neither improves t 
Jiead nor the heart of the usurper. 

The preface was formerly a supplicati 
to the reader, for mercy and favour, son 
what in the style of^Bayes's prologu 
pf late, it has rather consisted of an c 
planation of the author's claims to respe 
and a declaration of his literary allianc 
under colour of acknowledgements to ] 
friends. My own opinion has alwa 

been, that it ought to beai* some relatl 
to the book which it is designed to intJ 
duce ; and as nothing can be more m 
cellaneous than * my volumes, I trust 
will not be thought irrelevant, if t 
preface should partake of their nature. 
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Sterne> for whose sake I plod thro' miry ways 

Of antic wit, and quibbling mazes drear. 

Let not thy shade malignant censure fear, 

Tho* aught of borrowed mirth my search betrays. 

Long slept that mkik m dust bfaneinft-days, 

(Erewhile to Guise^ or wanton Valois dear) 

Till wak'd by thee in Skelton's joyous pile. 

She flung on Tristiiam her capricious rays. 

But the quick tear, that checks oar wond'ring smile. 

In sudden pause, or unexpected story. 

Owns thy true mast'ry ; and Le Fevre's woes, 

Maria's wand 'rings, and the Prisoner's throes 

Fix thee conspicuous on the shrine of glory. 
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CHAPTER L 

Probable origin of Sterru^s ludicrous 
writingSn^-^General account of the nature of 
the ludicrous, — Why the sixteenth century 
produced many authors of this class^ 

XT sometimes happens, in literary pur- 
suit, as in' the conduct of life, that par* 
ticukr attachments grow upon us by im-* 
i^rCeptiWe degrees, and by a succession 
of attentions, trifling in themselves, though 
important in their consequences. When 
r published some desultory remarks on 
the writings- of Sterne, many years ago, 
having told' * all that I knew, I had no 
infttenfi<>n' to resume the subject. But after 

B2 



20 



ILLUSTRATIOINIS 

an enquiry has been successfully begun, 
facts appear to offer themselves of their 
own accord to the investigator. Materials 
have encreased on tny hands; fi-6m a few 
casual notes and references, to the size of 
a formal treatise : I trust it will be found, 
however, that I have had suflficient dis- 
cretion not to bestow all my tediousness 
on the public. 

When tha first volumes of Tristram 
Shandy appeared, they excited almost. as 
much perplexity as admiration. The. 
feeling, the wit, and reading which they 
displayed were sufficiently relished, but 
the wild digressions, the abruptness of the 
narratives and discussions, and the per- 
petual recurrence to obsolete notions in 
philosophy, gave them more the air of a 
collection of fragments, than of a regular 
work. Most of the ^yriters from whom 
Sterne drew the general ideas, and many 
of the peculiarities of his book, were then 
forgotten. Rabelais was the opiy French 
wit of the sixtqenth ceptury, who was 
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generally reaid, and from his obscurity, it 
ivtoiild have beeii vain to have expected 
any illustration of a modern writer. 

Readers are often inclined to regard 
with veneration, what they do not under^ 
stand. They suppose a work to be deep, 
in proportion to its darkness, and give 
the author cnedit for necondite lesarning, 
in many passages, where his incapacity, 
or his caretcs^ess, have prevented him 
from explaining himself with <:leariiess. 
It was not the business of Sterne to un- 
deceive those, who . considered his Tris- 
tram as a work of unfathomable know- 
ledge. 

He had read with avidity the ludicrous 
writers, who » flourished under the la$t 
princes of the race of Valois, and the 
first of the Bourbons. They were at once 
courtiers, men of wit, and, sgm^ of them, 
profoutld scholars. They offered to a 
mind- full of sensibility, and alive to every 
impre*ion of curiosity and voluptuous- 
ness, the private history of an age, in 

B 3 ' . 
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wljich every ch^ of readef^ feele a 4^p 
interest; in which the heroic ^irjjt <^ 
chivalry seemed to be tempered hy teltr 
ters, and the continued conflict of power- 
ftil and intrepid minds produced memor 
rabic changes, in religion, in polities* 
and philosophy. They sbeweditQA 
keen observer of the passions, the secret 
movements, which directed the splendid 
scenes beheld with astonishment by Eu^ 
rope. They exhibited statesmen an4 
heroes drowning their country in bioo^ 
for the favours of a mistress, or a qwarr^l 
at a ball ; and veiling under the shew of 
patriotism, or religious ?eal, the meanest 
and most criminal motives. While he 
was tempted to imitate their productions, 
the dormant reputation of most of thesQ 
authors seemed to invite him to a secret 
treasure of learning, wit, and ridicule. To 
the facility of these acquisitions, we pro- 
bably owe much of the gaiety of Sterne, 
His imagination, untamed by previous 
labour, and unsated by a long acquaints 
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ande with, iiteraiy folly^ dwelt with etf^ 
thusiasm on- tibe grotesque pictures of 
DEitn tiers and opinions^ displayed in his 
favourite authors. It ttiay even be sus-* 
pected, that by this influetice he was* 
drawn aside from his nattu^ bias to Uke' 
pathetic ; fev in the serious parts of bis* 
works; h^ seemg to have depended 6n 
hig owiifdveey atid to have fdtihd in his- 
own mind whatever he wished to proi- 
dvLQt\ but in the ludlcrouiF, he is gene^ 
iaily jt oopyiw, and sometimei foltows 
hk originai so clo^ly, that he forgets the 
dbanges of manners, which give an ap*' 
pearanoe of extravagance to what wa? 
ontCi^orwjct ridicule. 
: I* is snore necessary to preserve a strict 
attention to manners, in> works of this 
sort, because the ludictous, by its nature, 
tends to exaggeration. The passion o( 
laughter, the strongest effect of ludicmUd 
impressions, seems^ to be produced by the 
intensity, or more properly, the excess 
of pleasurable ideas : circum pracordia 

B 4 
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ludeje, is the proper character of this dass 
of emotions. Thus, a certain degree of 
fulness improves the figure, but if it i be 
encreased to excessivfe fatness, it becomes 
risible. So in the qualities of the mind, 
iiMifdesty is ^agreeable — extreme bashfulr 
i^ is ridiculous : we are amused with 
vivacity, we laugh at levity. If we ob- 
serve the conversation of a professed jester, 
it will appear that his great secret consists 
in exaggeration. This is also the ^rt of 
caricaturists : add but a trifling degree of 
length or breadth to the features of au 
agreeable face, and they becpme ludi- 
crous. In like .manner, unbolster Fal" 
staffs and his wit will affect us less, the 
nearer he approaches to the size of a 
reasooable man.. . 

I may. add, that in idiots, and persons 
of weak understanding, laughter is a 
cpufimon expression of surprise or plea* 
sure •, aiul Young hass observed. 

That fool» are ever on the laughing side. 
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All these remarks prove, that we do isot 
reason with the accuracy which tome au* 
thors suppose, concerning tlie turj^tude^. 
or incongruity of the ideas presented to 
us, before we give way to mirth. If their 

theory were just, a malicious critic might 
prove from their effects, the incongruity 
of their own discussions. ^ 

There is little difficulty in accountftfg 
for the number and excellence of the 
ludicrous writers, who appeared during 
the sixteenth century, and who not Otily 
resemble each otfiilr in thrir manner, bul 
employ similar turns of thought, and by 
often relating the same anecdotes, shew 
that they drew their- materials from d 
commonxStoiie. • ' 

The Amadis, and other similar ro- 
mances, had amused the short intervals 
of repose, which the pursuits of love and 
arifts afforded, previous to the reign of 
Francis I. That prince, equally the pa- 
tron of letters and of dissoluteness; foraied 
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a.coait^which xequtred works more Cal- 
culated to iniBame the imagination: a. 
libertiiiQ scholarsHip b^^ame the tone of 
polite conversation^ which was loo faith* 
ftfUy copied by the fashionable wits, 
ij^veo .l^^toine thinks it nec^i^ry tO; 
t^peat hi; r^der^ with quota^ons, though 
mangled so barbarou$ly> that he seenis to 
have caught them by his ear alone* 
Neither tl|e offeasiye details of this author^ 
fiK>^the )s^ijeal touches of D'Aubign^! 
^uld -pQrwade , us of the extreme xoiv 

mptioD ^ p£ i m9f^m^ in tho^, times^ if 9[ 

witiie^s^ .v^dbose veracity cannot be que^. 
tioned, bad not left his testimony of its 
^oricQ^y^ lA: a vfqvk dedic^tefi .to Cardinal 
Mazarine, and destined to the uistruction 
of Louis XIV, " There never, was (says 
Perefixe, in speaking of the court of 
Henry III) a Court more vicious, or niiore 
corrupted* Impiety, atheism, magic, the 
most horribly impurities, the blackest 
treaehfiry and perikjy, poisoning and 
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ps^asjdqaljion prevailed in k to the highest 

Rabelais^ who sh^ed the way to the 
rest, may be considered ds forming the 
link between the. writers of romance and 
tbo§&: of simple ^err^^Ud Great pajrt 
of \^\^ book i?: throyvj:^; \iA^ ,^|ae fqrai of a 
burlesque romance ; but, from the want 
pf models^ qr of taste, he found xio other 
method of softening his narrative, than 
th^ introduction of buijfooQery* Some of 
h'|s successors preferred the ;form of con*- 
yer$9|:iqns, characteristically supported.; 
« fashion introduced under the counter- 
nance of Henry in. who, in the midst 
of his vices and his dangers, still felt the 
attractions of liteirature. He instituted 9, 
meeting, which was held twice a-week 
in his closet, where a question was de- 
bated by the most learned men whom he 
could attach to the courts and by some 
ladies, who had cultivated letters. This 
was called the King's Academy, and ad-» 
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mark of favour.* It is remarKaW^ *lh^t 
ftis in^t'utToh todk plfice at the »v^ry 
tithe when, according to P^refike, ' thfe 
morals of the 'cbiirt were most depmved> 
&^ it riMf be'^S^t^d that the disctis^ 
Solfis ^ wc^e -iiot %l\Wd(ys ' Strictly philbsoi 

l>hicaK- - -, ^'^'y- -■••■••;■ " ^ ' "' :' '''-'' 
Prom this Rpyal' Afckciertiy, Bouchd: 
iseeihs tbhaVe taken the plah of his Sereiir, 
aiid it is not impobable that the fashion 
"cfiictBnd^d itself among the courtiers. Iil. 
the Wcidftedihg century, it seemed to b6 
revived in the celebrated conversations at 
the Hotel de Ramboutllet, in recording 
which, Scuderi has so completely suc- 
ceeded in preserving the v^bose polite- 
ness of the time, and in tiring the reader 

* Le Roi Taiant fait de son Academle (1575) c'etoit 
une assemblee qu'il faisoit deux fois la Semainc en son 
cabinet, pour ouir les plus doctes homraes qu'il pouvoit, 
etmesmes quelques dames qui avoient estudie sur un 
probleme toujours propose par celui qui avoit le mieux 
fait a la demiere dispute. 

D' Aubigne, HUtoire Universelle* 



tft deathi^ ) ijP^^paWe and D*Aifli>ign6ipub4 
U$hed tb^raxiQ^t distinguished^ isatirical 
pieqesi in i the coUK)quial .foxiili: they: 
oioetotybe ti^'ip^ V diaio^oes^ ruirheit . we 
^im)k o^Iiiicit^pf - ^nd> whiea rrv^e Qoiiddeiv 
that (he^ diffidence of^rasmiis prevedtdi* 
bin^^ from \A9su]9>u)[g that title for his 
QbariTiing.jC3?Pf«?ersations.: 7.: . '^^ i ! .t 
. -The ipin^^ipf Hiepj jasfc^bubstiog fcoro 
the severe oppression of theological iaxid 
pliilo^Qphic^^aJfeAWe^r were peculiarly! in- 
pressed wU^ tl^ (ludicrous aspect which 
tlie pbgects of th^ir former terror thert 

presented. , V, Th^y had seen absurdly in 
its. JijU vigiQ}Lir>-> and , ^eyen. in .ite. tyii^nny ;► 
and they enjoyed the opportunities jof 
derision, which the violence of parties 
afforded them. 

Above all, the personal -. cbaracjer .o£ 
soflciCfiOf, thieir. prince?, e^peqi^ijy i^wne 
females pf tlje race .of , Valpie^; . cb^sbiad 
this species of writing, Margaret , Queen 
pf Navarre, the accomplished €i9ter of 
Francis I. was not only the patroness of 



so ILLDSTEATIONS 

litmiy nktn/but a writer of great meriti 
The brigiaal' edition of her novels is beM 
comt extmneLy ^cdofce, and wai» ren^ 
dered into . ^ ^Mu^^iangagtji by ' dM^ 
sneddter^ ii4iase'atttoipt<|)ir&vdl his WttMf 
of taste ^nd fsding. But even t^ ougly 
tUis kiiid of trasislafioii^'^if^ dssderti a 
mind of exquisite scHsibiliiyr highly 
ocnatiiemtiedi both by reading attd cbn- 
Tersali^m;" i • ?:. . > - •• >•-•';■ - 

Her poetvcai correspondence with Man 
rot does great bonour'to her wit and ele^ 
gance, while if shews her sincere respec* 
fiur geniu^ unalloyed by the jealousy too 
ccMUmdn among author&^ of hter pretett- 
sions. 

M^ot had conducted some verses; 
which he sent to a lady, as the forfeit of 
a wager, with a wisb, that his creditors 
wiDuld accept the same kind of payment 
Marg^et replied irt the following lines' : 

- Si'eettx d qui deyez, comme votrs dites, 
Voua cognoyssoient comme je vons cognois^ 
Quitt^ seriez des debtes que vous fites^ 
Le temps passe » tant'grandes que petites. 
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£n leur payant un dizain, toutefois 

Tel que le votrcj qui vaut mieux mille foisj / 

Que V argent deu par yous^ en conscience ; r 

Car estimer on pent 1' argent au poids. 

Mais on ne peut (et j' en donne ma yoix) . 

Assez priser vostre belle science. 



If those, M^vot, by whom y ciu're held in thrall. 
Esteemed, like iae> your rich,, excelling veitv 
Full sooa their harsh demands they wo<»kl'Tecal, 
And quit you of your debts» both gre^al and sonall 
One polished stanza thankiul to obtain ; 
> For verse like your^s I hold more ppeeioMf ^g^iof*^ 
Than commerce knows, or avarice caiideirise: 
Gold may be rated to its utmost grain, 
But well i d«6m (nor think my judgment vain^. 
That none your noble art can over*prize. 

If MaFot is to be believed, m his 
answer, he made good use of this etei- 

gant compliment : 

• 

Mes creanciers, qui de dizains n' ont cure, 
Ont leu le vostre : et sur ce leuf ay dit. 
Sire Michel, Sire Bonaventure, 
La soiur du roi a pour moi fait ce dit : 
Lors eux cuidans que fusse en grand credit, 
Mf • ont apell4 Mensiear 4r cry et cor, 
Et m' 9u vahi vostre escrit.autaot qu' or : 
Car promis ont, non seulement d* attehdre, 
Mais d* en prester, foi de marchand, encore : 
fit j' ay promis, foi de- Clement, d' en prendre. 



■ \ 
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My cits^ who nor for bde nor gtanza care» 

Have read your lines, and op'd their rugged hearts ; 

I said. Sir Balaam, and Sir Pliim, Iciok there. 

Thus our king's sister values my good parts : 

They, deeming me advanced by courtly arts, 

HonourM and worshipped me, with bows profound. 

And by -your golden verses I abound ; 

Like ready coin, my credit they restore ; 

To lend again my worthy friends ore bound, 

I pledged my honest word to borrow more. 

A collection of the poems of this cele* 
brated lady was published, under the title 
of Les Marguerites de la Marguerite des 
Princesses; the Pearls of the Pearl of 
^ Princesses ; a conceit worthy of the com- 
piler, who was her valet de chambre. 

Margaret was suspected of an attach- 
ment to the reformed religion, in com- 
mon with several of the wits whom she 
patronized, but her brother's affection 
sheltered her from persecution. Franqis 
condemned the opinions of the reforrrxed, 
as tending more to the destruction of 
monarchies, than to the edification of 
souls. Brantome adds, in his manner. 
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thai; the great Sultan So|iman was of the 

same opinion.^ Ail excellent: authority 

for the papal religion I 

Even the death of this princess was 

connected with her love of knowledge; 

she contracted a mortal disease^ by ex* 

posing herself to the ilight^air^ in observ* 

ing a comet. -f* 

Her virtues were not. inherited by the 

first wife of Henry iv. who bore the same 

name and title ; but the second Margaret 

* The ivhole passage is curious. '* Le grand Sultan 
Soliman en disoit de mesme : laquelle (la reformee) 
combien qu 'elle Tenversa plusiedrs points de la religion 
Chrestienne et du Pape> O^n^la poiiYoi^iaymer; d' 
autant, disoit-il> que les religieux d' icelfe n' estoient 
que brouillons et seditie'ux^ et he se pouvolent tenir en 
reposj. qn' ils ne remoafl8eI^ tousj&arg. ^Vbilti -pourqnbi 
le roi Fran^ois^ sage prince: sMl.^a;£ist oncques, en 
preyoyant les miseres qui en soi\t yenues en plusieurs 
parts de la Chrestiente^ les haissoit, etfut un peu rigou*^ 
reus d ^re brusler vifs les berHiquesdiei ison temps. 
Si ne laissa-t-il pourtant i favpriser . ]e& .prii)ces pro- 
testants d' Allemagne contre V Emp^reur. Ainsi ces 
grands rois se gonvemcnt comme il leur ptaisl!* 

BiwUome, torn, it, p: 2Bl,2. 

t lb. torn. ii. p. 28 9j 

Vol. I- c 
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deems- to have possessed, with thespurit 
of gatbiatry, some, degree of the lo^M^inf 
letters^ which distinguished her grander 
hthet Fnhois l. It is sufficiently dear, 
from iiian3z;. scattered anecdotes in Bran-* 
tome, and other writers of that time,, that 
dAiring the, brittiant peiiod of her youtb» 
her manners were calculated to encourage 
the class of authors which I have been 
describing ; but it must be owned, that 
she concluded like many other Uvely 
characters, by shewing as much fervour 
in devotion, as she had fbrmiDrly dis- 
played in Ubertioism. 

Among (hose fascinating w omen, who 
united the attractions of taste and know- 
ledge to those of elegance and beauty, it 
would be UBJttstto forget the unfortunate 
Maey Stuart. Brantome, an eye-wit- 
ness of the early part of her life, informs 
us that she was much attached to litCTa-. 
ture, and that she patronized Ronsardl 
and Du Bellay. Her dirge on the death 
of Francis II. which Brantome has pre- 



Bserved, contains some touches of true ' 
Jfeeling amidst its conceits. 
w The aftaii- of Chastelard, of which 
Uhe same writer gives us an account, 
fehews her afiabllity to men of genius;, 
PthougK it must be confessed, that she 
I. exhibited at last, a degree of prudeiy, ; 
I perhaps too austere. i 

K Chastelard was a young man of family- 
land talents, who had embarked in the 
I'suite of Mary, when she returned from 
■France, to take possession of a disgusting 
■Sovereignly. He paid his court to the 
queen by composing several pieces of 
poetry, during the voyage, and one 
imong the rest, which I have been 
nptedto imitate from Brantome'sSketch 
■of it. " Et entre autrcs il en fit une d" 
Jelle sur un traduction en Iialien ; car il 
; parloit et 1' entendoit bien, qui com- 
lence ; Che giova posseder citta e regni. 
Qui est un sonnet tr^s-bien tait, 
dont la substance est telle : De quoi sert 
wsseder tant de royaumes, citez, villes, 
c 2 
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prfivhHes ; commander a imt :dfi p^upies; 
se /aire respecter^^ craindre et admirer, ci! 
tlQir ,4! un c/iamn ; .ef dormir v^/ve, seule, 
eifrftid^fommeiglac^?'* : 

• ■ • 

Whit bods it to possess a roykl state« ' 
Td view ^ir suijiei^towns from priiKiely tew'ite^ 
Wiih .^^)c ^d 9ong to sport in frolic bom^t/i, . ' / ^ 
Or watch with prudence o'er a nation's fate> 
If the heart throb not to a tenff^r niate'i 
If Ao(im*d, ' wh6n feasts are o'er, md midiiight lours^ 
Still to. lie lonely in a widpw'4 k^ : • * . 

And waste in chill regret the secret hours ? 
Happier iih^ lowly maid, by fondness led 
To meet dbe rtransportt of some humble Jswain^ . . 
Than she, the ol^ect ^f her people's care> 
yever'd by all, who finds no heart to share. 
And pines,' too great/ for leve,' In splendid pain; I 

i ' * . • • . 

Mary souglit relief from the tiresome 
uniformity ^f the voyage, in attending 
to the productions of the young French- 
man ; she^yen deigned to reply to, them, 
and amused herself frequently with his 
conversation. This dangerous familiarity 
ovicrpo.wercd the heart of poor Chastelard. 
He conceived a hopeless and unconquer- 
able, passion, a rid = found himself, almost 



at the same mottient, 'oWigefl to quit the 
preseijce of i^ks oli^ct^ ;and to return to 
his native o6utitry*v ) : 

- Soon 'a:fterwards, the civil' wars began 
in France; and Cbastelar^, who was ai 
prdte^tant^ eagerly sought a pretence for 
re- visiting.' Scotland, in liis a veteidn* to 
take arms against tbb rbj^ipartyVrMiir jk 
receivediiiiin with good nesfe, tut site 'sbon 
repented her cofidjescebsioTi. f ffe padsion 
no tengjer knew any^boundsi and he was 
fofin4^ oboevening, by Hier wonaen, c6n* 
oealed • UJtoder her bed, just before slie 
retired? to^ifest. She consulted equally 
hm dignity and her natural niildness^ by 
pardoning this • sally of yout;hfial frenzy, 
and commanding the aflair) to be ^up-* 
presacdvitBiit CHastelard^asinborrigible : 
he repeated' his offence, and the quJjcn 
delivered him up to her courts of justice, 
by:Al4]rich he was 'sentenced to be be- 
"hea<tedi' ■ ■> '^ v • •■ '. 

His' conduct, at the time of his death, 
was romantic in tlhe extreme,.. He. would 

C 3 
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accept no spiritual aseistance^ but read^ 
with great devotioji, Rbn^jrd's Hymn on 
Death. He then tu/ned towards the 
Queen's apartments, and exclaimed^ Fare- 
well the fairest, and mast cruel princess in 
the world; after which hf^ submitted to 
the stroke of justice, With the courage of 
a RiAaldcf w ^n^Olindo. -. 

The ancient heroines of romance were 
content w^h hani^ing a presumptuous 
lover jfrom their presence. Perhaps the 
extravagance of Chfastelard's feduig was 
such, that he might have considered exile 
from Scotland as the severest of punishi- 
ments. Mary certainly exercised her 
dispensing power with more lenity, on 
some other occasions. 

The establishment of a buffoon, or 
king's jester, which operated so forcibly 
on Sterne's imagination, as to make him 
adopt the name of Vorick, furnished an 
additional motive for the exertions of 
ludicrous writers, in that age. To jest 
was the ambition of the be^ company ; 
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and when the progress of civilization is 
duly weighed, between the period to 
which I have confined my observations, 
and the time of Charles II. of this country, 
it will appei^r that Ihe vajue set upon 
shttr wit, as it was then called, was 
hardly less inconsistent with strict judg- 
meht, d2ati;W4s the m^riment of the' 
cap .and .bolls with the grave discussions 
of . did . furred dootorsror learned ladies 
t>f tbe^dld.Fretach G<Hait. 
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' ' Ludiefmi uritersi front tohom Stemt 
probably took generhl ideas, or particular 
passages.' BnbelaiS'-Tr^Bero'dde-^Vf Aulng^ 
—Bouchet — BruscomhUle^^carranr^^tvift 
— Gabriel John. 

OOME of my readers may probably 
find themselves introduced, in this chap- 
ter, to some very strange acquaintances, 
and may experience a sensation like that 
w^hich accompanies the first entrance into 
a gallery of ancient portraits ; where the 
buff and old iron, the black scull-caps, 
wide ruffs and farthingales, however 
richly bedecked, conceal, for a while, 
the expression and the charms of the best 
features. With a little patience, it will 
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ppcar that wit, like brauty,. can break 

hrough the most unpromising disguise. 

From Rabelais, Sterne seems to have 

aught the design of writing a general 

"^ satire on the abuse of speculative opinions. 

' The dreams of Rabelais's commentators 

have indeed discovered a very ditVerent 

_ intention in liis book, but we have his 

own authority for rejecting their surmises 

i groundless. In tbe dedication of part 

^f his work to Cardinal Chastillon, he 

jaentions the political allusions imputed 

him, and disclaims them expressly. 

"JHe declares, that he wrote for the recnj- 

ation of persons languishing in sickness, 

^,j r under the pressure of grief and anxiety, 

Hhnd that his joyous prescription had suc- 

^fteeded with many patients. Q,ue plusieurs 

^vtfrif, langoureux, malades, ou autrement 

^Kachez et. desolez, avoiait a la lecture d' 

* Hcelles trompc lew ennui, temps joyeusement 

passe, et rifue allegresse el consolation nou- 

kDclle. And he adds, seulement avois cgard 
ft inltntion par escrU donner ce peu de soul- 
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ageifMnjt que poupois jts affiigez el maloAis 
a^sens. The religious disputes, which 
then agitated Enrape, were subjects, of 
ridicule too tempting to be witbstoodj 
especially as Rabelais was protected hy 
the . Chastiilon family; this, .with hk 
abuse pf the. monks, jejxcited such a cla- 
mour, against him, that Francis i. felt a 
curiosity to hear his book read, and as 
ipur author informs us^ found notfaii^ 
ii^aproj^ in it.* ; * , > 

I The birth and education of Paniagrud 
^yidently gave rise to those of Martimu 
Sffihlerusp aiid both were fresh in Sternal 
I»em6ry, when he composed tiie fiint 
chapters of Tristram Shandy. 
. It must be acknowledged, that the 
Jitj^lication .of the satire is more clear m 
Rd^elaisy than in his imitatons. Rabelais 
attacked boldly the. scholastic mode of 
edac$^on^ in^that part of his work; and 
sh<^ed;tiie^uperiority of a natural m&- 
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tfaf>d of uistructioD, mpre accomfinod^ed 
to the fedings and capacities of the 
young. But Sterne, and the authors of 
Scriblerus, appear to ridicule tHe folly of 
some indi?idL|al; for no public course of 
edi|catiou has ever ^eea. prppp^ei], sbQllaf 
f<>, that which they exhibit. 

Perhaps it was Siemens purpose, to 
deiide the methods of shortening the 
business of education, which several in«* 
g^oniovs tpen have an)iise4 tjb^mselves by 
codtfiving. The J^uUitn wrt^ wbicid wa^ 
once much celebrate4f was burlesqued 
by Swift, in his Project of a literary 
Turning Machine, in the Voy^eJ;o 
Lafmtiu Des Carter Im ^«ftd J^uUy!?; 
plan to be, Ihe art jff prtUing eapmid^ 
and without judgment, cmceming things 
cf which we are ignorant:^ an art so 
generally practised in our times, that its 
author is no more thought of tbap the 

* AlB Iju}lii> ad cof>k>s^» et sine jvdicio <le lis qu» 
nescinras garnendam. Bnidber. Hirtor^ Clitic. Philo*. 
I. ii, p. 205. 
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inTentcH' of the compass. Lully's settdi 
to hav^ been sitiiilar to the tbrtlMie-tdliD^ 
schemes which we see on the lidies* feii^ 
that enable any person to give an answer 
to any question, without understanditig 
feiiblW^rie or the other. Erasnvus touched 
briefly on this subject, in his yirs Nptetiai 
Svhere he has exposed, in a' few w^rds, 
the folly of desiring to gain knowledge, 
without an adequate exertion <>f the fltt 
iJultieS* P^widencei as h e ' Says ^etyi 
has decreed, ihdt tkok dofn^n M^is$t$ifii^ 
money, gems, plate, noble mdnsioris, and 
'dominion, should be sometimes bestowed Ok 
the indolent and unworthy ; but those things 
which constitute out true riches, and which 
^ properly "OW own, must be procured by 
our ozon labimr.* Those who seldom 
knew the want of power on other occa- 

? . ' • 

* At^\ii sic visum est superis. Opes istas vulgares, 
aurum, gemmas^ argentum> palatia^ regnun^^ nonnun- 
quam largiuntur ignavis et inunerentibns ; 6ed quae 
verae sunt^pes, acpiropri^ nostree sunt^ voiuerunt parari 
laboribut. 



sions, have felt it on this: ,Pl€t^y^|US 
and ;FR£P£RI0K iboth experienc^^j thatt 
there b no royal . i^oad < to : the gei[^^ine! 
hftaeurgjof Uterature. -d ^ ; : ^;. 
. : If; Sterne, had beefi ^lifficiently. ^c^- 
quainted with the philoso^phical systenjift 
of bis time, he 1X1 ight have converted the 
Lullian art, ioto an excellent , burlesque, 
of the Xeiboitzian. doctrine <^ pre-esta^^ 
blishedr hgrm&ny^ then: wa]:i»ly ;di^<His^;; 
and ^w completely forgQtteo^^ .JHeseejoia 
Id have avoided with care every contro-^ 
vcJTBiial: subject, which could involve him 
in difficulties. I observe in the sneer at 
Wattsykndkh ^^o^&t/g^f, amo^gthe^qfitir 
(ik$ms of Yosick's sermons, a slight glance 
at a Qclebrated theological dispute : bul^ 
like his* own monk, he had looked down 
at the prebendary's vest, and the hectic 
passed away in a moment,* 



^ Dr. Brown's Estimate is referred to in another 
passage^ sooscurely, that modern readers can hardly 
)rec(^ize it. 



If #diiVl be tedious to point cud every^ 
^aradle) fxsifisagti betiireen Sfientt^ dKid an 
author whose fa^k ib in every oite'i^haiidsi^ 
One of the conversations in TfiBKram 
S^ancf^/ is 6o^rot«^ eomi^eteijr- £r6m 
the FrefieiHtittii^ 

** Noiv Ambrose Pinr^us convinoedl my 
fether, that the trae and efficient caine^ 
of what had eiigiaged so much the acfasn- 
tibnp <tf the wortd^ and upon whick 
Pkignitiz and SeA>derus^ had vi asteri . la 
much learning and fine parts — was neU 
ther this^ nor thaS — but that the lengtk 
and goodness of the nose, was owing' 
sifhjJy to; the softness and flaccidity dF 
the rkujrtie's breast — as the flatness and 
shortness of puisne noses was> to the 
firmness and elastic repulsion of the saiue* 
organ of nutrition in the heal and lively 
— which, though happy for the womail> 
was the undoing of the child, inasmuch 
as his nose was so snubbed, ^o rubbed, 
so rebated, and so refrigerated thereby, 
as never to arrive ad mensuram suam 
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tegkhtnam; — but that in case of the 
fiaccidUiy and softness of the, nurse or 
iBOithex's breast — by sinkinj; into it, quoth 
Parc^iis, as into so much butter, the nose 
wais comforted, nourished, &o,"* 

" the .causesi of short ^nd loogf 

noses.. There is no cause \mt one, replied 
Kky uncle Toby, — why one man's nose 
i& longer tlian another'sn but because that 
Godi pleases to ha^e it so. . That is Gran* 
gousier's solution,, said*, my FatheF,— 'Tis 
be, continued my uncle Toby, looking 
up, and not regarding my Father's inter- 
ruption, who makes us all, and frames 
and puts us togetli^er, in such forms and 
proportions> and for such end^ as is 
agreeable to his infinite wisdom, "-f- 

** Poiarquoy, ditGargantua^ est ce que 
frerc Jean d si beau nez ? Par ce (repon- 
dit Grangousier) q.u' ainsi Dieu 1' i voulu,' 
lequel uousfait en telie forme, & telle fin, 

* Tristram Shandy, vol. iii. chap. xxxviiL 
t Tristram Shandy, vol. iii. chap, xli. 
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selon son divin arbitre, que fait un potier 
ses vaisseaux. Par ce (dit Ponocrates) 
qu' 11 f ut des premiers d la foire .des nez. 
II print de plus beaux & des plus grands 
Trut avant (dit le moine), selon la vraye 
Philosbpliie Monastique^ c* est, par ce 
que ma Nourrice avoit les tetins molets, 
en r allaictant, mon nez y en frond roit 
comme en beurre, et la s' eslevoit et 
croissoit comme la paste dedans la mets; 
I^s durs tetins des Nourrices font les 
enfans camus. Mais gay, gay, ad fo*i 
mam nasi cognoscitur ad te levavi/'* 

Sterne even condescended to adopt 
some of those lively extravagancies, which 
^ (as Rabelais declares that he wrote ''en» 
^angeant & buvant") would tempt us 
to believe that the Gallic wit, like Dr. 
King, sometimes " Drank till he could 
not speak, and then he writ/' 

*' Bon jour ! good morrow ! — so 

you have got your cloak on betimes ! but 

* Liv. 1. chap. xli. 
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't is a cold morning,: and you judge the 
matter rightly — 't is better to be well 
mounted than go o' foot — and obstruc- 
tions in the glands are dangerous — And 
how goes it with thy concubine — thy 
wife— rand thy little ones o* both sides? 
and when did you hear from tlie old 
gentleman and lady, &c.* 

'* Gens de bien/' says Rabelais, " Dieu 
Tous sauve et gard. Ou estes vous ? jc ne 
peux vous voir, Attendez que je chausse 
mes lunettes. Ha, ha, bien & beau s'6n 
va Quaresme, je vous voy. Et doncqiies? 
Vous avez eu bonne vinee, d ce que Y on 

m' A dit. Vous, vos femmes, enfans, 

parens et families estes en sant^ desiree. 
Cela va bien, cela est bon, cela me 
plaist— " &c. 

Beboalde, Sieur . de Verville, a 
canon of the cathedral of Tours, con- 
sidered his reputation as a wit, more than 
as a clergyman, in his Moyen de Parvenir, 

■■^ Tristram Shandy, voh viii, chap, iii, 
Vol. I. D 
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publisiicd in 1599; a book disgustiiig 
by its gnossness, but exti'cmely cinious» 
from the striking pictures whiGli it offers^ 
of tlie manners and knowledge of ^e 
8(ge. From bim, I suspect, Sterne took 
Mr. Shandy's repartee to Obadiah. 

^' My father had a litUe favourite mancp 
which he had consigned over to a most 
l>eaiatiful Arabkin liorsei in order to have 
a pad out of her for his own riding : lie 
was sanguine in all hii projects ; so talk^ 
ai^out his p^id every day witli as absolute 
a security, as If it had beeii reared^ brok^ 
bridled and saddled at his door ready fot 
nK>unting. By some neglect or other in 
Obadiah, it so fell out, that my fatiier's 
expectatio4is were iinswered with nothing 
better than a mule, and as ugly a beast 
o( the kind as ever was produced, 

" My mother and my unde Toby 
expected my fatlier wottld be the deaitk 
of Obadiah, and that there never would 
be an end of the disaster. — See here f 
you rascal, cried my faiflier, pointing to 



iihe caiile^ what you have docie*~It wa$ 
fiet I, £aid Obadiah*r-Ho»r do I know 
ikot} ^epriediny father/'* 

%Jn petit gar^on de Paris apeUa yH 
aailre^ filfi de putans, q^s' en priti pieureau 
£t le«Yii3t^re Afaniere^ qui Juidit: que 
mm \m ts-tu dit tqu' ii avoit meoti ? £t 
<fute ssmm^c, dit iL'if' 

The Moym de Parveuir hs^ all th« 
ai>nq>tnes6y aaad quickn^ of transition^ 
*irhiirh Sterne was so food of assuming. 
These is jlso some galimatias, though iiiot 
so much as in Rabelais. I own k is 
l^ofiBibk^ that Sterne may have found this 
lurn m some othet* book, for Beasosld^ 
laas fiirnishfid subjects, of ^jnUag^e to a great 
number of author. If (^ mentions a cu- 
rious badge of paity, which I think 
' Sterne woukl ha^ noticed, if he had 
been acquainted with t!>e book. *' Je 
me souvlens ^' aux seconds troubles 

* Tristram Shandy, vol. v. chap. iii. 
■\ Moyen de Parvenir, torn. i» p, 69. 

I) fi 



52 ILLUSTRATIONS 

nous etions en gamison k la Cfiaritik 
Etant en garde s'il passoit un homme 
avec line braguette/ nous V apeiliMiB 
Papiste, et la lui coupions; g'. etoit 
mal fait, d' autant que sous tel signe 
y ^ de grandes mysteres quelquefois 
caches. — Je m* en repentis, . et m' en 
allai k Come, ou nous nous fimes sol* 
dats derechef, et nous mismes es baddes 
catholiques. II nous avint une autne 
cause de remords de conscience ; c* est 
que voyant ces ^braguet^s^ les disioUs 
Huguenots*"* 

The detection of imitations is cert^tnl^ 
in many cases, decided by taste, more 
than by reasoning ; the investigation is 
slow, but the conviction is rapid. 

The skilful miner thus each cranny tries. 
Where wrapt in dusky rocks the crystal lies^ 
Slow on the varying surface tracks his spoil. 
Oft' leaves, and of): renews his patient toil ; 
Till to his watchful eye the secret line 
Betrays the rich recesses of the mine ; 
Then the rude portals to his stroke give way ; 
Th' imprisoned glories glitter on the day. 

> 

* Moyen de Parvenir, tom.^ i. p. 59, 
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: It is sufficiently evident, from the works 
of Sterne's Eugenius,^ that he, at least, 
was deeply read in Bero^lde, who wanted 
nothing but decency to render him an 
universal favourite. -f- 

Theodore Agrippa D*Aubign6 is well 
known by his historical works, in which, 
yaiiiat^le ,and interesting as ihey are, he 
has not a}.ways been able to conceal his 
satirical disposition. In his Baron de 
Fcmeste, with all the extravagance of the 
Crascon, we are so constantly recalled to 
right and severe reason by the other 
characters, that it almost produces the 
full effect of genuine history on our 
niinds. We discover, in every page, the 
(caustic nioralist, the uncorrupted add in* 
^ignant courtier, unable to conceal the 

* John Hall Stevenson^ Esq. of Skelton Castle. 

-f This doubt is now completely removed, by a 
copy of the Moycn de Parvenir, which I received from 
Mr* Heber. The blank leaf contains Sterne'g Auto- 
^^ph, L. Sterne, a Paris, 8 livres; and the book, as 
Sir. Heber observed, bears evident marks of its having 
hten frequently turned over. 

D 3 
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foibles of a monarch, whom be ld<red 
and served but too faithfully/ dnd iiAM 
patient of those who acquired the hvdat 
of Henry, by sbewmg moi^ indulgeifrM 
to his weaknesses. Thi9 hook rday iMi 
considered, in some itieaserre, ftei a mip* 
plenoenf to bfs general history, ^ ii 
contains much secret anfeedote^, as wteH-^ 
the most curious particulars ix^pectiti^ 
manners. 

Perhaps the story of Pakttal, and ffak 
kdy de Noaill^f in thifs book, suggesteol 
to Sterne the scene with the Pi^motiteM 
lady, in bis Sentimental Jemmey. 

There is stronger reasoti to believe dbait 
Sterne took the hint of beginning som« 
of his sermons, in a startling and unusual 
manner, from this source. D'Aubig^r>^ 
who seems to have been a man of deep 
religious impressions, has exposed, with 
equal keenness, the extravagancies of the 
monks,' and of the ministers. He mei»«- 
tions one of the latter, who began a ser^ 
mon thus : Par la vertu de Dim, par ta 
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mort de Dim, par h chair de Dieu, par U 
sang de Dieu; and added after a long 
pause, ncus samiwes simvez €t di^li^rez deV 
enfer. Several instances in the same taste, 
but not so well authenticated, may be 
found itt the Passe Temps agrcable. 

I must here vindicate Sterne from a 
€J»ai^ of plagiarism, which has been 
made from inattendon to dates. It basi 
beeji said, that I>e borrowed muicla from 
tl»e bistpTf of Friar Gejrund ; and many 
pwallel passages have been cited (as they 
well iftigfet) te prove the assertion. The 
XnsHh 16, that the history of Friar Gerund^ 
domposed by Fathei I&k^ ta ridicule 
ttit afostiirdilies of the itinerant Spanish 
pp«ichers> was published in Spain, the 
TiSry 9»t&6 year in which the two first 
ttSlumesdfTristrJtm Shandy appeared. It 
was traxi^kited into Englislv several years 
ftllEerwards, by a clergyman, who tliought 
proper to imitate, in his. translation, the. 
style of Tristram Shandy, then extremely 
{K^pular. If any plagiarisms ^exist, there- 

D 4 
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fore, they are chargeable on the translator. 

The original of Friar Gerund appeared 
in 1758; the translation in 1772. 

As a specimen of D*Aubign6*s style, 
which unites the severe and the ludicrous, 
I shall quote the following strokes on a 
controversial point, 

** Your devotions/' siays the Baron, 
speaking of the reformed, " are invisibles 
. and your church is invisible," — " Why 
do you not finish,'* retorts his opponent, 
*' by reproaching us, like savages, that 
our God is invisible ? "— -*' But wei would 
have every thing visible," cries the Baron.. 
C est pour guoi, replies the other, €?itre 
les r cliques de S. . Front on trouva dans une 
petite pkiole un estemument du S. Esprit. 

D'Aubign^ was so fpnd of writing epi-r 
grams, that he could not abstain from 
them, even iu his history. He had no 
great genious for poetry, but bis epigrams 
are genei'ally acute, though better turned 
in the thought than the expression. 

One of them, which is introduced in 
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he 3aron de Foenest6, is written for a 
nan of distinction,* whose wife, finding 
lis mistress very ill drest, thought fit to 
iothe her anew. Lars, sdys the Baron 
n. his jargon, lou monsur boiant cette vra^ 
}me, en dit ce petit mout. 

Qui, ma femme^ il est tout certain 

Que c' est vaiii9re la jalousie, 

£t un trait de grand courtoisie 

D'avoir reyestu ma putin. 

Si je yeux, comme la merveille 
. £t 1' excellence des maris, 
* Rendre d vos ribaux la pareille, 

Cela ne se peut qu' d Paris. 



m0 



I own, my life, beyond all doubt. 

Your merit great, your conduct sage. 

Since spurning jealous qualms and rage. 

You 've decked my girl so smartJy out. 

If I, attentive to your wants, , • 

Our mutual confidence to crown. 

Should do as much for your gallants, 

'T would empty half the shops in towij^ 

This, and many other passages in the 
ivriters of those times, shew that the dis- 

* Mr. de Sourdii, 
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solute conduct of the gay circles in France 
B not of modem date. The turn of* the 
lines I ha?e just quoted, is in the taste of 
Voltaire or Bernrs. In fact, the great 
corruption of manners took place in the 
time of Francis I. who sacrificed to^ the 
ostentation, and the future elegance of 
the court, every principle leading to true 
happiness. 

Another epigram of D'Aubign6's was 
founded on a repartee of Henry LV* io 
his youth. 

Sylvia her gambling oephew .chides. 
With many a sharp and pithy sentence ; 
The graceless yotith her care derides. 
Yet seems to proittise her repentance : 
•' When you, dear aunt, relinquish matt. 
Expect me ta abandon gaming.** 
The prudent matron shakes her fan ; 
'« Go, rogue, f find you 're past reclaiming. 

The satne thought has been turned by 
some of the modern French epigram- 
matists. 

The question respecting the sincerity 
of Henry's conversion seems pretty clearly 



decided in tlic Baron de Foencst^, in the 

» chapter on Nuns, book iv. chapter xii. 
^ Sterne has generally concealed the 
sources of his curious trains of investiga- 
tion, and' uncommon opinions, but in 
one Instance he ventured to break through 
bis restraint, by mentioning Bouchet's 
JSveuing Conference.':, among the treasures 
of Mr, Shandy's library. This book is 
now become so extremely scarce, that 
for a long period, it had escaped all my 
enquiries, and the most pcrBCvcrlng exer- 
Xions of my friends. Some of the most 
■ cunous collectors of books, among whom 
Bl need only mention the late excellent 
^X)r. Farmer, informed me that they had 
rtever seen it. I owed to the indefatigable 
itindness of Thomas Thompson, Esq. 
j^'i. P. the satisfaction of perusing an odd 
^volume of this work. I have great reason 
to believe that it was in the Skelton 
library sonic years ago, where I suspect 
Stemc found most of the autliors of this 
for Mr. Hall's poetry shews that 
t knew and read them much. 
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The Strets of Bouchet consist of a set 
of regular conversations, held, as the title 
implies, in the evening, generally during 
supper, and may be regarded as tran- 
scripts of the petits soupers of 'that age, 
A subject of discussion is proposed each 
evening, generally by the host, and it is 
treated characteristically, with a mixture 
of great knowledge and Ught humour. 
Every conversation concludes with a jest. 
The chief characters, supported through 
the whole volume which I had first seen, 
are, a man of learning^ such as the times 
afforded ; a soldier, very fond of talking 
over his past dangers ; a physician, who 
is sometimes found deficient in his philo- 
sophy ; and a droll, who winds up all 
with his raillery. The conversations are 
not, indeed, connected by any narrative, 
but I entertain little doubt, that from 
the perusal of this work, Sterne conceived 
the first precise idea of his Tristi-am, as 
far as any thiiig can be called precise, in 
a desultory book, apparently written with 
great rapidity. The most ludicrous and 
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extravagant, park of the book seem to 
faaire dwelt upon Sterne's mind, and he 
appears to have firequenriy recurred to 
theni from memory. In the twenty- 
niBth Serei, for example, there is a long 
and very, able discussion of the causes of 
colour in negroes ; and Bouchet has an- 
ticipated most of the objections which 
are made to the supposition^ that* the 
darkness of th^ir complexion is produced 
by the heat of their climate. In the oourse 
of the Sere^, it. is asked, why negroes 
are flat-nosed, and this question brings 
into play, the subject of noses, ^o often 
introduced in Tristram Shandy,. ■. .i. /i ... 

I extract tlie following passages as 'Spe- 
cimens of Bouchet*s manner : the reader 
may not be displeased to acquire some 
idea of a book so uncommon. . 

Je me treitvay un jour d la table d! un 
grand Seigneur ^ ou nous etions bien empes- 
chex d rendre la raison, paurquoy en Es^ 
pagne on faUoit les pains plus grands qu' en 
France m Italic. Les uns disoient que c" 
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cstoit d cause que le grand pain se tient plus 
frais que le petit, tt qu' il ne se iosaridu 
pas si tost, tstoM V Espagne fort chaude. 
Les autres soustenoient que les Espagneb 
avoierU Uursfuurs plus grands que les antra 
paipks, parce qu* Us disent que le pain eat 
meilkur tuit en %n grand four qii en cm 
petiU Ic P^ cuken un petit four ne cuisaat 
pas agallement^ camme en un gJWid, :et 4es 
fmarj i Espagne estant grande, ce it tit 
pas de merveilles s* ilsfont Us pains grands, 
et aussi qsC a V atfimier on fnci les paha 
comus. Le tiers disoit, que tant plus is 
pain estoit grand, iant phis on le trQwmt 
savoureux et meilleur, ayant plus de vertn 
Kfacuh^ assemblee, comme le xm est plus 
fort 8C meilleur en une pippe qtf enun ius^ 
sard: Qmc le gnmd pain, adjoustoit^l, sait 
meilleur que Je petit, oela ce pent pr^uver de 
te qvL Hy avoit desfestts, qui se nommoient 
Megalcaiia, A eause de la grandeur des 
pains, dont le pain estoit eslim^ smr tous les 
autres, 6C aussi bon que celuy de la vUie ft 
Erestts, si nous croyms an poete Archcstrate^ 
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pour kquel pain Mercure premit . bien la 
pane de descendre dn ckl^ et en vemr fmre 
provision pour les dkux, Et aussi qtcand 
ie pom est petit, il se brusle par la crouste^ 
X demeure mal cuit mi dedaus^ par t olh 
stack de la crauste havie : tt si la paste a'oist 
et leve mieux quand Uy en d beaiccoup, que 
qiumd il tC yend gueres, comme on dit que 
la paste se leve mieux durant la pleine Lune 
tfu* en un autre temps. L^rs un lourdcmt 
qui servoii d ia iable, nous vgyant en si 
-grand deba, se va mocquer de nous, de ce 
qii* estions empeschex en si peu de chose, SC 
nous va dire, ^ue les Espagnols faisoient 
lews pains plus grands qu* aitlmrs^ parte 
^ ils y meHxA&ot plus de paste.* 

Aa^er of hk ^>etkers tells the fol^ 
lowiilg story:. 

Ce maitre qui esiok de nos Serecs, nofus 
iMitu qu* wiLjow Udemanda d un sien mes- 
tayer ctmtme il se portoit depuis deux ou 
irois jours que safsnwie estoit rnortc, lesquel 

* Sere^s^ torn. iii. p. 204>. This eclition was pub* 
lished at Paris, 1608. 
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ltd respondit, Quandje revins de V etitern- 
ment de ma fcmme, m* esmyant les peuXf 
et iravaillant a plover^ chacun me disoiU 
compere, ne te saucie, je $gay bien tan 
fait, je te dameray bien une autre femme. 
Helas ! me disoit^il, on ne me disoit point 
ainsi, quand f eu perdu V une de ma 
vackes.* 

At length I was favoured with a copy 
of Bouchet, by Col. Stanley, who had 
a duplicate in his noble library. 

There was more reason to have repre* 
sented the acquisition of this book a3 
matter of triumph, than the purchase of 
Bruscambitle. 

Mr. Shandy has the good fortune) w 
are told, to get Bniscambille's Prologue 
on Noses almost for nothing — ^that is, for 
three half-crowns. '* There are not three 
Bruscambilles in Christendom— said the 
stall-man, except what are chained up in 
the libraries of the curious. My father 

* Screws, p. 216* 
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flung down the money as quick as light- 
ning — took Bruscambille into his bosom 
— ^hyed home from Piccadilly to Cole- 
man-street with it, as he would have hyed 
home with a treasure, without taking his 
hand once off from Bruscambille all the 
way."* This is excellently calculated 
to excite the appetite of literary epicures, 
but the book in question is not sufficiently 
entertaining to gratify much expectation. 
It consists of occasional prologues, in 
prose, a species of amusement much in 
vogue during the reign of Louis XIII. 
TaBARIN, who seems to have been con- 
temporary with Bruscambille, but more 
a merry andrew than a comedian, pub- 
lished his dialogues with his master, and 
his prologues, about the same time.-f- 

* Tristram Shandy, vol. iii. chap. xxxv. 

f Tabarin b mentioned in the Description of the 
Winter in Paris, by Boisrobert, an officer of Cardinal 
Itichlieu. 

Tout divertissement nous manque : 
Tabarin ne va plus en banque. 
Tabarin is said to have been the Valet of Mond^r. 
See De Bure. 

Vol, I. E 
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They bo til stole largely from the Moyen 
4f Parvenir, as (iie editor of that li^ok 
h^ observed. The original copy of the 
Penseh Faceticuses de Brmcambille ww 
published in 1623» mine was printed at 
Cologne, in 1741. 

There is }ittle merit in this mas^ of 
bii&bonery ; the only originality con^i^ 
in its galim^ltias ; however, as the hqslk 
is not easily to be procured, I sh^ll inseit 
the Prologue on .Noses amppg the noto^ 
that np future collector may sigh i^ 
JBixjscarobiUe,* 

The false taste pf ScarrorCs humovir h}s 
occasioned a general neglect of his worts; 
it was by mere accident that I discovered 
the origin of a very interesting scene in 
the Sentimental Journey, in taking up 
the Ro77ian Comique. It is the chapter 
of the Dwarf, which every reader of 
Sterne must immediately tecoUect, but 
I shall transcribe that part which is di- 
rectly taken from Scarron. 

* See note V. 
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*'. A P.09V defenceless being of tli^. 
order [arcl^yar^JJl ha4 got thrust 8pineho\y 
or pther into this luckier pl^ce [the p^r- 
tjerre] — the night was hot, and he was 
sqrrpunded by beiqgs two feet and a half 
h\§h^r than himself. The d>yarf suffered 
^eipr^l?'y .^^ .^llsfi^es ; byt the tiling 
\yhic}] incommoded him most, was a tall 
corpulent German, near seven feet high, 
who stof^d between him and all possibility 
of bi^ seeuig eijjier the stage or the actors. 
I'he poor dwwf did all he coiild to get 
a peep ^t what was going forwards, by 
seeding for sonie little opening betwixt 
the German's arm, and his bo4y, trying 
fiif^i Qpe sid^ andf then the pther; but the 
GreTxns^n stood square in the most unac- 
cprarapdjting posture that can be ima- 
gfp^d— the dwarf might as well have 
\^ej(\ placed at the botton^ of the deepest 
4raw-well in P^ri$ ; so he civilly reached 
up his hand to the German's sleeve^ 

2^n4 *^^W '^^^ ^^^ distress. — ^The Gernaan 
tuir^ie^ hj|§ head back, looked down upon 

' ' E 2 
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him, as Goliah did upon David — and 
unfeelinfgly resumed his posture." 

Such was the distress of Scarron's diis- 
astrous hero, Ragotin. " II vint tard d 
la corned ie, & pour la punition de ses 
pechez, il se pla9a derriere un gendl- 
homme h large eschine, et convert d' 
une grosse casaque qui grossissoit beau- 
coup sa figure. II etoit d* une taille a 
haute au dessus des plus grandes, qu' 
encore qu' il fut assis, Ragotin qui n' 
etoit separ6 de lui que d' un rang de 
sieges, crut qu' il etoit debout, et lui cria 
incessament qu* il assit comme les autres, 
ne pouvant croire qu' un honime assis 
ne dust pas avoir sa tete au niveau de 
toutes celles de la compagnie. Ce gen- 
tilhomme qui se nommoit la Bagueno- 
diere, ignora longtemps que Ragotin par- 
lat d lui. Enfin Ragotin V apella Mr. d 
la plume verte, et comme veritablement 
il en avoit une bien toufFue, bien sale, et 
pen fine, il tourna la teste, et vit le petit 
impatient qui lui dit assez rudement qu* 
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il s* assit. La Baguenodlere en fut si peu 
^mu» qu' il se retourna vers le theatre, 
comme si de rien n' eut et^. Ragotin 
lui recriarcncore qu' il s* assit. Il tourna 
encore la tete devers lui ; le regarda, et 
se retourna vers le theatre. Ragotin re- 
cria, Baguenodiere tourna la tete pour la 
troisieme, fois ; regarda son homme, et 
pour la troisieme fois se retourna vers le 
theatre... Tant que dura la comedie, 
Ragotin, lui cria de meme force qu' il 
assi^ et la Baguenodiere le regarda tou- 
jours d* un meme flegme, capable de 
£ure enrager tout le genre humain."* 

For the mean and disgusting turn 
which this story receives in the Roman 
Comique, Sterne has substituted a rich and 
beautiful chain of incidents which takes 
the strongest hold on our feelings. He 
has in no instance of his imitations shewed 
a truer taste : the character of Scarrpn's 
manner; indeed, is that it always dis- 
appoints expectation. 

* Roman Comiqne^ torn. ii« chap^ xviu 

E 3 
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That Sterne frequently had in Vievkr 
the Tale vf a Tub, in composing Ttlstrftfii 
Shaiidy, cannot be tioubted t S^ift'i DSs* 
sertation on Ears probably eohtribmted 
towards Sterne's digressions on Nbi^i 
which shall be considered hereaftefi I 
do not know that it has beeii ob^r^^j 
that in this pleasant and acute satitt^ 
Swift has formed his manner V6ry nitich 
upon that of JOHN Eachard-* - Tht 
style of Swift is much superior in C6tredls 
lAess trf taste, but the turn of pldasatitry h 
very sitftilar, and has little in cdmntoA 
with othei'ivrtters, Eachard wtek Writelr 
of great celebrity- in Swift's early days, 
tvhen he composed his Tale of a Tub, a 
"work produced in the vigour of his fitnCy, 
and 'the first heat of his literary aftain^- 
ments. 

' I ishall not presume to determine whe* 
ther Sterne made ahy use of a whimsical 
book, apparently published 'about the 
year 1748, (for it has no date) under the 
title of, An Essay towards the The&ry of 
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(ki InteUi^ble Wofld^ by Gabriel John. 
It ii^ a pretty rfose copy of the Tale of a 
Tub in fi^^^utt; dome appearances of 
ifiditation tnay^ therefore, be sn;^posed ta* 
result from the common reference of 
both writers to Swifi:, If Sturae c&n hd 
supposed to have taken any thing from 
fbis book^ it must be the hint of hid 
tdarbkd pa^^ The author of Gabrid 
Jcfkn has cohered alniost the whole df 
his I6$d pBge with ddshes^ tliu8 ■ • ■ ^■ * ni 
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-^ and he obsertes ia a comeir ) 
The auihat vert^ well understands^ thai d 
^md sizeable hiatm discovers a very greai^ 
gmduSf th^e being no wit in ike warU 
iM$feideali and comeifuentk/t mdre re^Mett^ 
tium what is- (Msplayed in these dcdf&rate 
pUBgiSf that hmt lu'er a syliabie writteA im 
them. The only subject of doubt reipeor- 
kig the charge of bnitatioin^ in thoiist ca^ is, 
tiiat Sterne may be aUowid to^ harre pc^ 
messed sufficient geinnis to extefsd one of 
Swift's hiatus over a^ wliole leafy without 
the aid ^ oar anonymoas writer* 

E 4 
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The essay in question was professedly 
composed to satirize Norris*s Theory of 
the Ideal World; but Hobbes (whose 
reveries still retained the much injured 
name of philosophy), Bentley, and Wot- 
ton, the objects of Swift's satire, were 
made equal victims of our author's ridi- 
cule. The book contains several poems 
which have no apparent connection with 
the general design, excepting some paro^ 
dies of Dr. Bentley's peculiar system of 
emendation. It must be owned, that 
the author had warned the reader, with 
uncommon candour, in the title pag^ 
that he should introduce other strange 
things^ not insufferably clever^ nor furiously 
to the purpose ; the worst that can be said 
of him therefore, is, that he has kept his 
word. 

Another old English book was pointed 
out, in the Monthly magazine, a few 
years ago, as a source of imitation for 
Tristram Shandy. I procured it, by the 
kind assistance of Colonel Stanley, at a 
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considerable price, and was happy to 
dispose of it very soon after, to a collec- 
tor, who fell in love with the frontis- 
piece/ 

*' The Life of a Satyrical Puppy, 
called Nim," is a small octavo volume, 
of 118 pages, *' by T, M. printed by and 
for Humphrey Mosley, at the Prince's 
Arms, in St. PauPs Church-Yard, 1657/*^^ 
It is dedicated to George Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and presents to him Nim, and 
Bung his man, ** both born to attend 
his lordship's mirth/' It appears to me 
a very lame attempt at personal satire, 
the object of which cannot now be dis- 
covered. The book is extremely rare. 
Nothing can be more unlike the style of 
Tristram Shandy, than the contents of 
this work, and I acquit Sterne com- 
pletely frona the charge of having copied 

it. 

The frontispiece represents Nim and 
his man, in the dress of the times. The 
figure of Bung serves to explain a phrase 
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til Shakespeare's Twelfth Night; he k 
cmss^gartered* The trunk-breech« d^ 
not reach quite to the knee, above attd 
below which, the garter is applied 9pt|^ 
riUlj, till it disappears in the boot. 

" Why," says our poet, *\ may not 
imagination trace the noble dust of Mitt^ 
ander, till he find it stopping a bungx 
hole?'" These masters oi fidicule may 
be trsicked to a state of similar degradan 
t40ti> Uirough the works of estinxaiUe 
writen, to miserable farces> and at leiofptki 
to the jefit4)ooks^ where the ^n^ of 
difierent authors are so effectuadly mtor* 
mingled, that the brightest wit is con^ 
founded with the vilest absurdity. 
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CHAPTER Hi. 

Sketches tf ludkrtui writers^ of the sis^ 
:■; rteenth and seventeeiUh centimes, 

. . I . • ■ * " ' ! 

1 itfi Spring has not been ttior6 cele- 
brated by poets, than the evening by the 
antlidr? of fkcetious books. Ptethaps th t 
jdviid Deipno^ophists of Athensetis inflrr- 
feiced Bouchet, and some of the more 
learned writers of this kind, Who repre- 
sent theii: discussions as taking place after 
i^upper. In the M&yeri de Pdrvemrt the 
company are supposed to be constantly 
at table, and to form a sort of Eoerkisting 
chib. 

1. T\\G Serees^ or Evenings, ofGuiL- 
5L AUME BoutHET, . have gone through 
three editions ; the first at ftirisr, in three 
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volumes, duodecimo, 1608 ; the other 
of Rouen^ in the same form ; the date, 
1615 ; the third, which is inferior to 
these, at Lyons, in 1614-, in three 
volumes, octavo, bound together.. They 
are all extremely rare, in this country. 

That Sterne had seen this book in the 
SkeltoN Library, I have strong reason 
to believe; he must have been much 
gratified with its grotesque wit, and its 
laboured discussions of trifles ; but t can- 
not perceive that he has made much us& 
of it. The art of transplanting te^th, 
which has been considered as a recent 
invention, is mentioned by Bouchel; in 
his twenty-seventh S6re6, " J'ai vu aussi 
une jeune Dame, qui se fit arracher une 
dent, ou parce qu'elle estoit gate6^ ou 
mal situe6, puis s*en fit remettre une 
autre, quelle fit arracher a une sienne 
Damoiselle, laquelle reprit, et servit com- 
me les autres/' r 

II. The Apres-Dincrs, or Afternoons, 
fii the Count D* Arete, ought perhaps to 
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hare preceded Bouchet. This was one 
of the Icague-Iibels against Henry iV, 
and contains, like many other political 
satires, more venom than wit. My copy 
of it was published in 1614!, at Paris. 

m. The Epidorpides, or After Sup- 
per-times, of Caspar Ens, is a collection 
of apophtliegms, and serious stories, in- 
termixed with some ludicrous matten 
The copy in my possession was published 
at Cologne, 1624-, in duodecimo., Tho 
introduction contains an uncommon dis- 
play of learning, respecting the suppers 
of the Romans : their furniture, their 
dishes, their mode of decubitus at table^ 
and particularly their different kinds of 
|iread, are discussed with the diligence 
of an Apicius : the author must certainly 
have ' talked with some old Roman 
ghost.' 

ly. The Eseraignes Dijonnoises, or 
Sooths of Dijon, by Tabourot, were pub- 
lished at Paris, in 1595. They contain 
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night-dialogues, amoqg the young people 
of the lower class, in Dijon, who wetie 
accustorped to erect booths, in different 
quaiters of that city, during the severity 
of winter, in which the women asseni- 
hied tp ^^nit or spin; an^ where tljey 
were attended by the young men,' yrhq 
vied with thena in telling stories;, It dotes 
not appes^r tjbat Sterne was acquainted 
with this author, but I find that SwJQ: 
has poached deeply in his ^iQARRyft:^. 
The Art of Punning was in great mit 
extracted from this whimsical production 
of Tabpiirot, which contains an extra- 
ordinary number of puns and clenches 
The Rebw de Pkardie seern to h?ive 
chiefly attracted Swift's attention: they 
combine both the powers of engraving 
and description, to produce a conceit* 
Such is the instance referred to by.Swifi, 
An abbot is represented lying pxpjne, 
with a lilly growing out of his bpdy : 
in French, this must be read ; 

Abbe mort en pre ; au cul lis : 
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in Latin ; 

Habe mortem pre oculis. 

Taboiirot asserts, that he copied this 
rebus from the gate qf a monastery. 
Such was the wit of ih^ sixteenth cen- 
tury. 

t have a beautiful eduion of the Bi- 
garrures, in two volumes, duodecimo, 
printed at Paris, in 15B6. The Appph- 
thcgmes du Sieur Gaulard, contained in 
this book, have laid the foundation of 
some of our jest-books. It seems to have 
esjcaped the notice of the ingenious 
author of an Essay on Irish Bulls, that 
most of the stories, commonly quoted 
as such, are either of Greek, or French 
origin. The Aj«/a of Hierocles contain 
many of those blunders, which are reck- 
. oned standard Jrish jokes ; and in the 
ridiculous mistakes of the Sieur Gaulard, 
9s recorded by Tabourot, many others 
may be found. The defender of Ireland 
may therefore triumphantly send back 
these aliens, which have been so Unjustly 
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quartered on her country, to tlieir native 
soil of Athens, Paris, and Dijon.* 

V. A more sober compilation ap- 
l^eared in 1585, under the tide of Lcs 
Neuf Matine^ du Seigneur de Cholieres, 
It consists of conversations between a 
convalescent and his friends, on various 

* It is remarkable^ that Swift> who piqued himMlf 
on his accuracy, and who could not bear to be thought 
an Irbhmanj has published a bull, in his first Drapier's 
Letter. ** Therefore I do most earnestly exhort you« as 
men, as christians, as parents, and as lovers of your 
couiUry, to read this paper with the utmost attention, 
or get it reetd to you by others :'* this is an exempliBca^ 
tion of the old story in the jest books, where a templar 
leaves a note in the key-hole, directing the finder^ if 
he cannot read it, to carry it to the stationer at the 
gate, who will read it for him. 

But the most extraordinary of all blunders, and one 
undoubtedly of Irish production, is a &ct mentioned- 
by Ralph, in his history of England. During King 
William's campaigns in Ireland, a party of the natives, 
in King James's interest, undertook to fortify a pass 
against the Jlnglish army. They were, of coursei 
employed for some time on this design ; but when the 
work was completed, it was found, says Ralph, that 
** they had turned the palisades the wrong way,'' so 
that they had secured the pass in favour of the enemy^ 
mnd against themselves. 
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subjects^ some of them sufficiently ludi- 
crous. 

VI. The Pense6s Facetieuses de Brus- 
cambille have become known by Sterne's 
notice of them. I do not know why he 
should select this vulgar, gross and 
stupid publication, as a specimen of 
Mr. Shandy's library. It contains little 
more than the usual low jokes respecting 
noses ; and is indeed quite unworthy of 
perusal. The same observations apply 
to 

VII. The Questions Tabariniques, 
which arc mere * Jack-pudding-jokes.' 

VIII. The Contes et Discours d' 
£utrapel^ by Noel du Fail, are much 
in th6 style of Bouchet, but with less 
reading. His pictures of ancient rural 
manners, in France, before the vices of 
the coiirt began to aftect the provinces, 
are extremely curious and interesting. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Otker itvriters hnitaled by Sterne — Suri&H 
— Bacon — Bidunt — Montaigne — BUfUf 
Hall. 

Sterne was no friend to gravity, 
for which he had very good reasons ; it 
was a quality which excited his disgust, 
even in authors who lived in times that 
exacted an appearance of it. Like the 
manager in the Farce,* he sometimes 
^' took the best part of their tragedy to 
put it into his own comedy." Previous 
to the ReformaUon, great latitude in 
manners was assumed by the clergy. 
Bandello, who published three volumes 

* The Critic. 



of'^aleSp m tvliiieti be ofiteQ laid aside 
decorum, was la; bishop; and perbaps 
samcof Steme'B friends expected him to 
become ■ onie ^ alsaj j without : considering 
the Jtevctoity of bondiict req uir^ld in ■. pro* 
teslaint prektes. 'His fdend i&U has run 

the: paraltel : to my bands^ : 

'.•.■•■.»'•••■' ■ ■ ■ ' 

Why may^^t. Bai^dello have, a rap ? 
Why ^iilaty^ht 'I^imtiate- BjiNbEfeL^ ? - • • '^ 
; . Ilter^r iiieii^r .vip a ^relate'sr cap . j . . 
3estow'4 ,uppn « droller fellow. 
Li](e Tristram m mirth delighting; 
;^LiW^TRrtWA*i a- pleasiiifr Writer ^ ' 
' JWJrWs,^lbpp^,\bat;Ji;mi$x«Ai4's lyriting 

. v.;v:i-ah f r^/l^f rH»?.f '"it'*';* , . . • 

Sterne has feofetfiVed to give H ludicrous 
ttitti *' to those passages which he took 
rrxitiA'lR'6'«f6i^*^ Andto^^ Melancholy, 
2( libtiKii dhcetlifc favourite of the learned 
arid the witty^ ^nd a soufce of surrep- 
tittbus learning to many others besides 
6iir author !H^' I had often wondered at 

' ^ Zachary's Tale, 
t See note II. 
F 2 
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the pains bestowed by: Sterue .inlijidi- 
culing opinions not fashionable. iin kb 
time, and liad thought it .singular,:, that 
he should pixxliice the portrait of hb 
sophist, Mr. Shandy, with ^ all :the stains 
and mouldiness of the lasL<:en:turyiabout 
him. I am now convinced that/most df 
the singularities of that ch;aractejc were 
drawn from the perusal of Burtmt* . ^ 

The strange title of Tristram Shindy 
and the assumption of the name of 
Yorick, were probably suggested tby a 
passage in Burton^s preface,* iHiefe he 
apologizes for styling ' himself />rtitaiTiifMi 
junior^ and for his title-page 

'* If the title and inscription oflfend 
your gravity, were it a sufficient justifi- 
cation to accuse others, I could, produce 
many sober treatises, evm sermons them- 
selves, which in their fronts carry more 
fantastical names. Howsoever it is a kind 
of policy in these days, to prefix a fan- 
tastical title to a book which is to be 
sold : for as larks come down to a day- 



*tf^v«nah^ivsiiif t if ^kd@r^ -^^iil' i tarry and 
afb»sdl'ga^mg;^:lik^iUy'pas66ng€lrs,^ an 
datfc pictore 'in aipaiiMei^^ ahc^py^ihat wiH 
nm Itobk^ ar ju^icm&jpiec6**'.>' THe hint 
ittpectiiog sainiOQS^ -was not Joit: upon 

:>:lTFhe Anatomy qfM^anchaly,-^^^^ 
mptten^oh aregulaj ptan^'xiprisists chiefly 
6£ qiiatatidns : ; the > author/ i has i h oti^dy 
ierxhed* i it' > a rcsv^. ^^ ■ ^He /coli^cfa^ »<jundi3i^ 
every division, the opinions of aimiiitir 
tilde of writers, iwithout regard to chro- 
nological order,' and has too often the 
ffiodesty to .decline the interposition of 
liis; awn. .sentiitietits J > Indeed die bulk of 
ills tnateirials. generally overwhelms him; 
in ti^e. course of, his folio, he has con* 
trived: to treat a. great variety of topics^ 
that seei9 .very; Jdosely connected with 
the : general. subject^ and, like! . Bayle, 
when .he starts a' fevourite- train of quota- 
tions, he does- not scruple; to let the 
digression outrun the principal question. 
Thus from -the '. doctrines of .religion :to 

F 3 
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military d\!^i!p\w^ it^m^ 
tion to the imorality: oCi^iwsbgf^Ikoai^ 
«very thing is diacuased and detoriniiMii 
' In hife introductory addr09B to>tbeI k» 
dcr, where he indulges ihim^iisi:) an 
Utopian sketch of a perfect goveniaratft 
(with due hbma[ge previously^tjotaid toithe 
character of James i.), we fiodrtheorigk 
of Mn Shandy '8: notions ctntithismilgeitt 
The .pasGtagte are: loojioog :tOji'b6 txBX» 

fiCribcxl.: . . ■ = ■!<; » f.kl .':'W :7ii> ■/ 1 r;';- 

• The quaintne&s of .many of. his dtvi^ 
sioiis seems to have giveniSSteme the faint 
of ht& ludicrous titles to: Beybral; cfaaptfinti 
and the risible effect of Burton's, grai» 
endeavours to prorc indisputable ;.facti 
by weighty quotations, he has happii;^ 
caught^: and ^ sometimes well burlesqued; 
The archness which Burton displays ^ai^ 
casiohally, and his indulgence of : pkyftil 
digressions from the most ^rious idiscus^ 
siojtis^ often give his. style an: air of 
familiar coDTeraation^ bolwithstanding thb 
laborious • x^oUeetions; owhidh mipply. ; his 



M^t- ^^ was c^pftUl^ pf ,w4te,,ei!M>^ 
J^nt poetiy,: ^ut %^eej))s lf?::hftye:^.uUir 
jf^d t|)i? talent tcf^.li^tV^ ' lilm-^figH?h 
.verses preHxed ,l|o. i^i^;b99J<j, Jwj^ifijj, j^o^ses^ 
beautiful in?4gery^ ■ %i}^ 'gi^^t. .^vvi^tn^^ 
,Qf ; yer§ificatio^i„; have; beep, jf^©lJ^ftn^ly 
published, l^js ^in , e^gi^ iyi?^,,-ai[|T 
pressed to his ho^k, s^w a vpfX-^gJlKfiifrl? 
turn for raillery,. .., : ;;,. .l^.j, u. 
. Wh^n tl>e f9r9e, pf % .?ubje^f .-.flpefj? 

feis.own. yeip of pi>jf£v FQ;dJ«c<^verr vftlfr 
aWe sense ftad ^^lli^int ^xprpf^ftj ,§R<?b 
ilB his ac^unt;of tlie ^rst .^ingS;,^ jSfe 
i^choly E^rspp?, .\yr^ii|(^ m(>]i^WtMm 
^.9Wn «?cp^ieBfi;q,.j:;tlM^tl j)l<?a§i«*jit 
ife..at ^rg|, Jo ^qjj^ ^,, j»fg me\m§h9\» 
«iiyco» to lifi iq l^d.^jiple ^g^,,^ 
J^^p ^ei« .?|ian?}jc^§ ; M^^WS^h ffflfl§jiW 

smf>f, . by i»>roftfe .^"ten to. m^im^ Msqn 

^QBfiP fl<Jig^(tewap.^ii|4;pl^%ipt;:^4ijiflet> 
jByjl?i<?>V,fbaU a#eft,tJhfm,iiiiQgtI qm^^ 

F 4 
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melancholize and build castles in the air, 
to go smiling to themselves, acting an 
infinite variety of parts, which they sup- 
pose, and strongly imagine they repre^ 
sent, or that they see acted or done,**** 
So delightsome these toys are at first; 
they could spend whole days and nights 
withoUfc sleep, even whole years alone 
in such contemplations and fantastical 
meditations, which are like unto dreams, 
and they will hardly be drawn from 
them, or willingly interrupted ; so plea- 
sant their vain conceits are, that they 
hinder their ordinary tasks and necessary 
bii^ess, they cannot address themselves 
to them, or almost to any study or em- 
ployment. These fantastical and be- 
witching thoughts so covertly, so feel- 
inglyi so urgently, so continually set 
upon, creeping insinuate, possess, over- 
come, distract, and detain them; they 
cannot, I say, go about their more ne- 
cessary business,' stave off or -eiitricate 
themselves, but are ever musing, melon- 
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cholizing, and carried alorrg, as he (they 
say) that is led round about a heath v^ith 
a Puck in the night, they run earnestly 
on in this labyrinth of anxious and soU^ 
ciftous melancholy meditations, and caur 
riot well or willingly refrain, <)r easily 
leave off, winding and unwinding them- 
selres, as so many clocks/ and still pleas^ 
ing tlieir humours, until at last the scene 
is turtted upon a sudden, by some bad 
object, and they, being now habituated 
to siich vain meditations and solitary 
places, can endure no company, can 
Tiiminate of nothing but harsh ^nd dis- 
tasteful subjects. Fear, sorrow, suspicion, 
suhrusticus pudor^ discontent, care^ and 
weariness of life surprise them in a mo- 
mcDt, and they can think of nothing 
else, continually suspecting. No sooner 
are th.eir eyes open, but this infernal 
plag«ie or melancholy seizeth on them, 
and terrifies their souls, representing some 
dismal object to their minds, which now 
by no means, no labour, no persuasion? 
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they can avpid : hiorct lateri lethalif 
anmda.'** This pa^ge should be care- 
foUy read by young penion$ of. fine t»ste 
and delicate septiments, for it contains ^ 
just account of the first inroads of melan* 
i:holy pn susceptible imaginations. ^Or 
ihing is more seductive, or rnorc hitt' 
zardous to minds of this cast, than fhat 
kind of mental luxury, which is genen 
rally called castle-building. It appeals a 
happy privilege to possess the directioii 
t>f an ide^l world, into wfaiqh we qia 
withdraw at - pleasure, when 4isgu$;ted 
with the gross material sc^e before iis^ 
3ut in thi3 fairy -l^nd lurk terribly pha^ 
toms, i^eady to sei^e the incautious waor 
-derer, in moments of dejection and weak- 
fiess, and to deprive him for ever of p^ 
and liberty. 

. Burton has introduced a great p^rt of 
diese ideas into his poetical abstract of 
melancholy. 

* Anatomy of Melancholy, p. 52, 53. My copy 
{ft the -eighth edition, 1676. The first editioa was 
published in 1617. 
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, . » "Whew I go waing all alone, 

It'ninking of divers things fore-known, 
".-> "Wlien Ibaild castles in the air, 
'. • : Void of sqrrpw, vrfid o^^b^^ 

,. yieafiuig myself with phantoms sweet, 
Metliinks the time runs very fleet. 
All my joys t6 this are folly, 
::*;■;:! - ?!^^SM ®? sweet as snelancholy. 

"' '• ' Vriitd 1' go walking all alone, 
J ' : Jtocottptti^ wMt I have ill done, - 
My thoughts online l;hen tyranizc. 
Fear anti sorrow me surprise ; 
r- t - Wftith^ I tafry ttill or go,'- : 
t/ii: ' J^^^^^X ^1^ *w"^ 'Tpns very skw.: : 
All my griefe to ftiis are jolly« 

< . ■'-: "Noii^nt s6 iad sEI ihelanchdly% 

' ■ ■ . . ■ . , • . » 

». V When to. myself I act and smile, 
, ' . . "WitK ^leising thoughts the time beguHe, 
: : . . i 1 . ?By ftbro(^k-»si^, xrt wbdd so gre^fti, ' ' ' 

.' ; c ^ Mvh^vd}' iifaaouglt fcr^i aiid unseen, 
A thousand. pleasure dp ii)e bles^ 

' ■ ' ' Xndf ch>wh ihy soul' with hiapp'ihess. 
^'\- All-ifij^ joys beside m-e folly, 

• w /No6p«d3wectas toelan<iboiy, -&q.* 

- '4^^ re^ihl^nic?^ tet^ebn the^lg versefe^ and MIU 
«bti?ft|J2^g^:aprii?«um>«o, h^sbeen noticed by Mc 
YfQjSb^> One lioe in the &>n:nef , 

The Cynosure of neighbouring eyeS| 

vfa^ probably suggested by the following* passage m 
Burton ; /f JShe'is Jus Cyi|o^re, -.Hjesperu^^ s^nd y^sper* 
his monii|p^ and, ev^ng star^";', p. -3^^r • t 
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The first four chapters of Tristram 
Shandy^ are founded on some passages 
in Burton, which I shall transcribe. 
Sterne's improvements I shall leave to 
the reader's recollection. 

^' Filii ex senibus nati rare sunt firmi 
temperament!, &:c. Nam spiritus cere- 
bri si tum mal<^ afficiantur, tales procre* 
ant, & quales fuerint afTectus, tales filW 
orum, ex triscibus tristes, .ex. jucundis 
jucundi nascuntur. [Cardan.] " If she 
(the mother) be over-dull, heavy, angry^ 
peevish, discontented, and melancholy, 
not only at the time of conception, but 
even all the while she carries the child 
in her womb (saith Fernelius) her son 
will be so likewise, and worse, as Lem« 

nius adds, &c. So many ways 

are we plagued and punished for our 
father's defaults;* insomuch that as Fer- 
nelius truly saith, it is the greatest part 
of our felicity to be well-born, and it 
were happy for human kind,-!* if only 

* This idea runs through Tristram Shandy, 
t See Tristram' Shandjr, voL Tiii, chap. S3. 
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such parents as are sound of body and 
mind should be suffered tOr marry. 
Quanto id diligentius In prpcveandis 
lihoiris observandtini." * I cannot help 
thifiking, that the first chapter or two of 
the Memoirs of Scriblerus whetted Sterne's 
invention, in this, as well as in other 
instances of Mr. Shandy's peculiarities. - 
The forced introduction of the speer at 
the term non-naturals,*!- used in medicine^ 

* Anat. of Melanch p. 37, edit. 1676. 

Quanto id diligentias in liberis procreandis caven^ 
dum, sayeth Cardan. Tris. Shandf^ vol. vi. ch. 3S. 
Among a number of pamphlets* which appeared after 
the first two volumes of Tristram, one is entitled ' The 
C1ock*maker's Outcry against the Author of the Life 
and Opinions of Tristram Shandy*^' He complains 
that the concluding part of Sterne's first chapter, ,had 
rendei-ed it indelicate to mention the winding' up of 
Clocks; but he has not treated the idea happily^.- I 
strongly suspect, that Sterne took the incident alluded 
to, from the * Description of a Country Life,' ■ in the 
supplementary volume to 'Tom Brown's works. - 

t Ti;i8. Shandy, vol. i. chap, 23. — " Why the most 
natural actions of a man's life should be called his noil- 
naturals, is another question." See Burton, p. 39. 
The solution might be easily given, if it were worth 
repeating. Dr Burton, of York, published a book on 
this subject, which is here alluded t». 
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leads us back to Burton, who has iasil;led 
lai^ly and repeatedly, on the abuse ^Cff 
the functions so denominated . ' < ' 

It is very singular, that in the ^iAtti> 
duction to the Fragment on Whiskfen; 
which contains an evident copy, Sterae 
should take occasion to abuse p4agiarisit& 
** Shall we for ever make new books^ 
as apothecaries make new mixtures^ -by 
pouring only out of one vessel into -aflid- 
ther? Are we for ever to be twisting 
and untwisting the same rope? for, ever 
m the same track-^for ever at the same 
pace ? And it is more singular that all 
this declamation should be taken, word 
for word, from Burton's introduction. 

** As Apothecaries, we make new mixtures 
every day^ pour out of one vessel i?tto ano^ 
iher ; and as those old Romans robbed all 
the cities of the ztorld, to set out their bad- 
sited Rome, we skim off the cream of other 
men's wits, pick the choice flowers of tfieir 
tilled gardens, to set out our own steriie 
plols.^'' Again, " JVe weave the same 

* Burton, p. 4. 



iK^b still, iwist tlie sdMe rope again mid 
ugitin"* 

*' Who mad6 MAK, with powers which- 
dart hinl ffott eatth to heaven in a mo* 
ment — ^that gteat, that most excdlent, 
and ttiost noble Creature of tlie world — 
the miracle of iiature^ as Zoroaster in his 
book *v^ ♦Ariwf called hiiti-^the Shekinah 
of the Divine presence, ai Chrysostom — 
the image of God, as Moses — ^the ray of 
Ukittky, as Platd-^— the marvel of ttiar- 
vtlk) as Arkltf tl6^-4k) . go streaking on at 
tfci* pitiftiK pimpitigj P^ty fogging rate?'*-f- 
' Who would sus^pect this heroic strain 
to be a plagiarism ? yet such it is un-?- 
doiibtedly ; and from the very first para- 
graph of dae Anatomy of Melancholy. J 
^dn, siys Burton, the most excellent 
arid itobk creature of the worlds the prin- 
cijpal and mighty work of God, wonder of 
ftature, as %ofoastes calls him; audacis 
nature miraaditm ; the marvel of marvels, 

* lb. p. 5. 

t Tristram Shandy > vol. v, chap* i. 

I IPage I. 
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as Plato ; the abridgment and epitome qj^ 
ike world, as Pliny ; microcosmusi- a, little 
world, a rnodel of. the world, sovereign lord 
of the earth,, viceroy of the world, $ok 
commander and governor of all the creatures 
in it *****, created of God's ownAmngt, 
to that immortal and incorporeal substance, 
with all the faadties and powers belangitig 
to it, was at first pure, divine, perfect^ 
happy, SCc. 

** One denier, cried the order pf mercy 
— one single denier, in behalf of a .thou- 
sand patient captives, whose eyes lo<>k, 
towards heaven and you for their re- 
demption. 

" ^The Lady Baussiere rode on. 

*• Pity the unhappy, said a devout, 
venerable, hoaiy-headed man, meekly 
holding up a box, begirt with iron, in 
his withered hands — I beg for the unfor- 
tunate — good, my lady, 't is for a prison 
— for an hospital — 't is for an old man — 
a poor man undone by shipwreck, by 
suretyship, by fire — I call God and all 
his an^'cls to witness — 't is to clothe the 
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teflied^^to feed the hungry — 't 15 to com- 
fort tlie sick and the broken-hearted. 

The Lady Baussiere rode on. 



" • • ■ 



** A decayed kinsman bowed himself 
td the ground. 

•* ^^-^ — The Lady Baussiere rode on. 

^ He raVi begging bare-headed on one 
side of her palfrey, conjuring her by the 
former boAds of friendship, alliance, con* 
dailguinity, Sec.-— cousin, aunt, sister, mo- 
Aer-^-*-for virtue's sake, for your own, for 
Alin^, for Christ's sake, remember m^ — 
pity me. 

•• The Lady Baussiere rode on.'^ ♦ 

The citation of the original passage 
fhrni Burton will confirm all I have said 
of his style. 

** A poor decayed kinsman of his sets 
^ipari him by the way in all his jollity, and 
rtou begging bare-^headed by him, conjuring 
kim by those former bonds of friendship, 
alliance, consanguinity, S(c. uncle^ cousin, 
brother, father, skew some pity for 

* Triitram Shandy, -vol. v. chap. i. 

VOL. L- G 
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ChrlsCs sake, pity a sick mm, itn old nUm, 
Kc. \he cares not, ride on : pretend sickness, 
inevitable loss of limbs, plead suretyship or 
shipwreck, fires, common calamities, shew 

thy xvants and imperfections, swear, 

protest, take God and all his angels to xoit- 
ness, qiuere peregrinum, thou art a counter- 
feit crank, a cheater, he is not touched with 
it, paupei* ubique jacet, ride on, he takes 
no notice oj it. Put up a suppticatian to 
him in the name of a thousand orphans, an 
hospital, a spittle, a prison as he goes by, 

they cry out to him for aid : ride on 

Shew him a decayed haven, a bridge, a 
school, a fortification, Sf c. or some public 
ivork ; ride on. Good your worship, yofux 
honour, for God's sake, your country^s 
sake : ride on'* * 

This curious copy is followed up in 
Tristram Shandy, by a chapter, and that 
a long one, written almost entirely fixjm. 
Burton. It is the consolation of Mr. 
Shandy, on the death of brother Bobby, 

* Anat. of Melanch. p. 269. 
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^f When Agrippina was told of her son's 
deaths Tacitus informs us, that, not being 
able to moderate the violence of her pas- 
sions, she abruptly broke oflF her work." 
This quotation did not come to Sterne 
from 1 acitus. '* Mezentius woul d not live 

after his son And Pompet/swife cried 

out at the news of tier husbands s deaths 
Ttarpe mori post ie, SCc. — as Tacitus of 
Agrippina^ not able to moderate her pas-- 
sions^ Sor when she heard her son was slain, 
she abruptly broke off her work, changed 
countenance and colour^ tore her hair, and 
feU a roaring downright'' * 

^ -T is either Plato," says Sterne, " or 
Plutarch, or Seneca, or Xenophon, or 
Epictetus, or Theophrastus, or Lucian-^ 
or some one, perhaps of later date — either 
Cardan, or Buda^us, or Petrarch, or Stella 
—or possibly it may be some divine 
or father of the church, St. Austin, or 
St. Cyprian, or Bernard, who affirms, 
that it is an irresistible and natural pas* 

* Anat. of Melanch. p. 3I3» 
G 2 
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sion, to weep for the loss of our friends 
or children — and Seneca, (I 'm posibm) 
tells us somewhere, that such grie&. etfdt 
cuate ihemseives best by that particular: 
channel. And accordingly, wefijKitbat 
David Wept for his son Absalom — -Acfariao. 
for his Antinous* — ^Kiobe for her chii*. 
dren-^and that Apollodorus and Crilo. 
both shed tears for Socrates before hil 
death." — ^lliii, is well rallied,. a3 the fak 
lowing passage widl evince ; but Sterafe 
should have considered liow much te. 
owed to poor old Burton. i 

-* Death and departure of friaoU irty 
things generally grievous; Omnium qiuein 
vita hiimana contingrintj luctus atque mm 
sunt acerbissimap [Cardan, de CgfOSoL lib. 
2.] the 7nmt austere atid bitter accidents 
that can fiappen to a man in this • /i/5r, ifi 
(ttemum valedicere, to part for eoa*, to 
forsake the zmrld and all our friendst *t i$ 
ultimum terrihirmm, the last and tkegrmteA 

* The time has been, when this conjunction with the 
King of Israel would havie smelt a little of the fkggot. 
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Urrorf ^most irk^me^ and troublesome unto 
ut^ Hc^ — Nay mmtf gcwtrnna spirits^ and 
grave staid men otkerwise, are so tender in 
this, ^at at the hss qf a dear friend they 
mill try outy roar, and tear ttmr hair, 
la w m img some months after ^ howling O 
k&fWr as those Irish women and Greeks at 
their graces commit many unaecent ac- 
Hans,*' tCe.^ All tliis is corroborated by 

quotations from Ortelius, Catoltus, Virgil, 
Ltucan^and Tacitus. I take them in the 
order assigued them by Burton. For he 
says, with- gr^t probability uf himself, 
thftt he commonly wrote as fast as possit)le, 
ani poured out his quotations just as they 
happened to occur to his memory. But 
to proceed with Mr. Siiandy's consola- 
tion; 

** T is an inevitable chance — the first 
sCatutein Magna Charta — it is an ever- 
lastpbg act of Parliament, my dear brotlier 
— all must die."-f- 

* AAZt, of Melanch. p. 215. 

f Tristram Shandy^ vol, v. chap. 3. 

G 3 
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" 'T is an inevitable chance, the Jirst 
Btatiite in Magna Chartaf an everlasting 
act of Parliament, all must die.* " 

-" When TuUy was bereft of his dear 
daughter TuUia, at first he laid it to his 
heart — ^he. listened to the voice of nature^ 
and modulated his own unto it, &c; — 
But as soon as he began to look into the 
stores of philosophy, and consider how 
many excellent things might be said upon 
the occasion — nobody upon earth can 
conceive, says the great orator, how joy- 
ful, how happy it made me/'-f- 

*' Tiilly was much grieved for his dough' 
tej' Tulliola*s death at first, until such time 
that he had corifirmed his mind with fonu 
philosophical precepts^ then he began to tn* 
umph over fortune and grief, and for her 
reception into heaven to be much morejor/ed 
than before he was troubled for her loss.''^ 

Sterne is uncharitable here to poor 
Ciqero. — 

* AnaU of Melanch. p. 215« 
f Sterne. f Burton. 
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** Kingdoms and provinces, and towns 
and cities, have they not their periods ? 
Where is Troy, and Mycene, and Thel)es, 
and Delos, and Persepolis, and Agrigen* 

turn, What is become, brother Toby, 

of Nineveh and Babylon, of Cyzicum and 
Mytilene ; the fairest towns that ever the 
sun rose upon, are now no more/' * 

** Kingdoms, provi7ices, cities, and towns,'' 
says Burton, " have their paiods, and are 
consumed. In those flourishing times of 
Troy, Mycene was the fairest city in Greece, 

but it, alas, and that Assyrian Ninive 

ore quite overthrown. The like jate hath 
that Egyptian and Bceotian Thebes, Delos, 
ttie co7nmon council-house of Greece, and 
Babylon, the greatest city that ever the 
sun shone on, hath now nothing but walls 

and rubbish left.'' And where is Troy 

itself noxv, Persepolis, Carthage, Cixicum, 
Sparta, Argos, and all those Grecian ci- 
ties ? Syracuse and Agrigentum, the fair- 
est towns in Sicily, which had sometimes 

* Sterne. 
G 4 
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seven hundred thousand inhabitants, are now 
decayed.'* 

Let us follow Sterne again. *^ Return^ 
ing out of Asia, when I sailed from 
i£gina towards Megara, I began to view 
the country round about. iEglna was 
behind me, Megara was before, Pyre^ug 
on the right hand, Corinth on the left* 
What flourishing towns now prostrate on 
the earth ! Alas ! alas ! said I to myself, 
that a man should disturb bis soul for tha 
loss of a child, when so much as this Xipt 
awfully buried in his presence. Rer 
member, said I to myself again— ^jrenteov 
her that thou art but a man/' 

This is, with some slight variations. 
Burton's translation of Servius's letter^ 
Stcme alters just enough, to shew that 
he had not attended to the original. Bur- 
ton's version follows. 

*• Returning out of Asia, when I sailed 
from JEgina towards Megara, I began to 
view the country round about. JEgina was 
behind me, Megara before, Pyrcms on the 
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right hand, Corinth on the left; what fiaik- 
risking towns heret^ore, now prostrate and 
overwhelmed before mine eyes ? Alas, why 
are we fnen so much disqmeted with the 
departure of a friend, wfwse life is much 
shorter? when so many goodly cities lie buried 
before us. Remember, O Servius thou art 
a man ; and with that I was much confirmed, 
and corrected myself 

*• My son is dead/' says Mr, Shandy, 
'' so much the better,* 't is a shame in 
such a tempest, to have but one anchor." 

/, hut he was my most dear and loving 

friend, quoth Burton, my sole friend----' 

Thou moist be ashamed, I say with Seneca, 

to confess it, in suck a tempest as this, to 

have but one anchor. 

^' But, continues Mr. Shandy, ^^ he is 
gone for ever from us ! be it so. He is 
got from under the hands of his barber 
before he was bald. He is but risen from 
a feast before he was surfeited — from a 
banquet before he had got druken. The 

* Thi9 » an aukward member of the senteaceik 
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Thracians wept when a child was bdrn, 
and feasted and made merry when a man 
went out of the world, and with reason/ 
Is it not better not to hunger at all, than 
to eat ? not to thirst, than to take physic 
. to cure it ? Is it not better to be freed 
from cares and agues, love • and melan- 
choly, and die other hot and cold fits of 
life,* than, like a galled traveller, who 
comes weary to his inn, to be bound to 
begin his journey afresh ?'' 

I shall follow Burton's collections as 
they stand in his own order. -f- " Thm 
dost him great injury to desire his longer 
life. Wilt thou have him crazed and sickly 
stilly like a tilled traveller tliat comes weaiy 

to his inn, begin Ids journey afresh ? • 

He is now gone to eternity as if he had 

risen, saith Plutarch, from the midst of a 

* This approaches to one of Shakespeare's happy 
expressions : 

Duncan is in his grave : 

After lift* s fitful fever he sleeps welL 

t Sterne has commonly reversed the arrangement^ 
trhich produces a strong efiect in the comparison. 
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feast before he was drun^.—^'-^^Is it not much 
betternot to hunger at all, than to eat.: not 
to thirst, than to drink to satisfy thirst ; Tiot 
to be cold^ than to put on clothes to drive 
away cold ? You had more need rejoice that 
I am freed from diseases , agues, 8(c. The 
Thracians wept still when a child was bom, 
feasted and made mirth when any man was 
buried: and so should we rat Iter be glad for 
such as die well, that they are so happily 
freed from the miseries of this life.'f 
s Againr— " Consider, brother Toby, — 
when we are, death is not, and when 
death is, we are not/* — So Burton trans- 
lates a passage in Seneca : When we are, 
death is not ; but when death is, then we are 
fwt.X The original words are, qurnn nos 
sumus, mors non adest; cum vera mors 
adest^ turn nos non sumus. 

* This is a - mere translation from Lucian, wipt 
IIffv0V( : H» fnosti is ori to ^n ii'^Sv, vohi Jlta^^loy tic 
WiiTfj MM TO (Ai Tfiim, T8 foyttif, xctt TO flit piyh, rn 
flV*flr^oj^r wsro^Mr;--— -Barton has quoted bh author 
fairly. 

. . t Anat. of Mel. p. 316. J P.. 211. 
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** For this reason, continued my father, 
't is worthy to recollect, how little altera* 
tion in great men the approaches of death 
have made. Vespasian died lA a jes t 
Galba with a sentence — ^Septimius Severas 
in a dispatch ; Tiberius in dissimulatioiii 
and Cassar Augustus in a compliment'* 
This conclusion of so remarkable a chs^ 
ter is copied, omitting some quotation^ 
almost verbatim, from Lord Verulam's 
Essay on death. 

Sterne has taken two other passages 
from this short essay : '* There is no 
terror, brother Toby, in its looks, but 
what it borrows from groans and convul- 
sions — ^and the blowing of noses, and 
the wiping away of tears with the hot* 
toms of curtains in a dying man's room." 
Thus Bacon — Groans and convulsions^ mi 
discoloured face, and friends weeping, and 
blacks, and obsequies, and the like, shew 
death teirible. Agahi, Corporal Trim;, in 
his harangue, " in hot pursuit, the wound 
itself which brings him is not felt/' — 
Bacon says. He that dies in an earnest pur- 
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• 

:5iiit, i^ like one that is wounded in /lot blood, 
who for the time scarce feels the hurt. 

Among these instances of remarkable 
deaths, I am surprised that the curious 
story of Cardinal BentiyogUo did not 
occur to Sterne. When the Cardinal 
entered the conclave, after the death of 
Urban vill, he was unfortunately lodged 
in the chamber next to one who slept 
and snored quantum poterat, says Eryth* 
Tadu% all night long. Poor Bentivoglio, 
worn down to a shadow by his literary 
pursuits, and his disappointments,^ and 
already but too wakeful, passed eleven 
nights without sleep, by the snoring of 
his neighbour ; when symptoms of fever 
appearing, he was removed to a more 
quiet room, in which he soon finished 
his days.* 

We must have recourse to Burton 
agaiii, - for part of the Tristra-Paedia. 
** O blessed health f cried my father, 
making an exclamation, as he turned 
over the leaves to the next chapter, — 

♦ Jafli»)^ic. Krythrw. Pinacothec- alt^r. p. 57, 
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thou art above all gold and treasore*; 'tis 
thou who enlargest the soul, — and bpenest 
all its powers to receive instruction, and 
to relish virtue.— He that has thee, hay 
little more to wish for ; and he that is se 
wretched as to want thee, — ^wants every 
thing with thee/' ♦ 

O blessed health ! says Burton, iltou art 
above all gold and treasure; [Ecclesiast.] 
the poor man's riches^ the rich marCs bliss, 
wit f tout thee tJiere can be no happiness,^ 

O beata sanitas, te presente amasnum 
y«r floret gratiis, absque te nemo beatiis. ' 

But I should, in order, have noticed' 
first an exclamation at the end of chap- 
ter IX. in the spirit of which no body 
could expect Sterne to be original. | 

* Chap, xxxiii. vol, v. 

t Page 104, Ibid, page 276/ 

X It has indeed been expressed, with singular warintb 
and beauty, by Aristophanes : 

fxh ^&ovet rmjiv vscttji, 
TO Tpv^epov yap sfATie^uHS 
TQuriy aTTcCKoii fir.phat^ 

E». 1. 900. 
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" Now I love you for this — and *t is this 
delicious mixture within you, which 
makes you, dear creatures, what you are 
—and he who hates you for it — all I can 
say of the matter is. That he has a pump- 
kin for his head, or a pippin for his heart, 
— and whenever he is dissected 't will he 
found so." — Burton's quotation is: §lui 
vim non sensit amoris, . out lapis est, ant 
bellua: which he translates thus: He is 
not a many a block, a very stone, out Numen, 
out Nebuchadnezzar, he fiath a gourd for 
his head, a pippin for his heart, that hath 
not felt the power of it. 

In chap, xxxvi. vol. VI. Sterne has 
picked out a few quotations from Burton's 
Essay on Love-Melancholy,* which af- 
ford nothing very remarkable, except 
Sterne's boldness in quoting quotations. 

By help of another extract -f from Bur- 
ton, Sterne makes a great figure as a 
curious reader : " I hate to make mys- 

* See Burton, p. 310. & seq. 

t Trist Shandy, vol, vii. ^hape^xili. 



112 ILLUSTRATIONS 

teties of nothing ; — ^*t is the cold cautiou»' 
liess of one of those little souls from which 
Lessius (lib. xiii. de moribtis divinis^ 
ch. xxiv.) has made his estimate, wherein 
be setteth forth. That one Dutch mi^ 
cubically multiplied, will allow roool 
enough, and to spare, for eight hundred 
thousand millions, which he supposes to 
be as great a number of souls (counting 
from the fall of Adam) as can possibly 
be damn'd to the end of the world,—*— 
I am much more at a loss to know what 
could be in Franciscus Ribera's headi 
who pretends that no less a space tbafl 
one of two hundred Italian miles, multl-. 
plied into itself, will be sufficient to hold 
the like number — he certainly must hav^e 
gone upon some of the old Roman 
souls," Sec. 

The succeeding raillery is very Well, 
but unfair with respect to the mathe* 
matical theologist, as the original passage 
will prove. '' Franciscus Ribera, in cap*. 
I*. Apocab/ps. ivill have liell a materid 
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and local fire in tfie centre of the earth, two 
hundred Italian mites in diameter, 41$ he 
defines it out of those words, Exivit sanguis 
de terra— per Stadia milk sexcenta, 8Cc. 
But , Lessius, lib. xiii. de m^ribus divinis, 
cap. 9.4f. will have this local hell far less, 
one Dutch mile in diameter, all filled with 
Jire and hrimstorve; because, as he there 
demonstrates, that space cvbically multiplied 
will make a sphere able to hold eight hundred 
thousand millions of damned bodies, fallow* 
ing each body six foot square) which will 
abundantly suffice.'' [I belie(ve the damned, 
upon Lessius's scheme, would be less 
crouded, than the victims of the African 
slave-trade have often been, on the middle 
passage.] " Cum certum sit, inquit, facta 
subductione, non futuros centies mille milUr 
ones damnandorum. '' * 

Lucian, in his Necyomantia, allows 
only a foot to each of the shades ; but 
the opponents of some late acts of thp 

* Anat. of Melanch. p. 15§. 

Vol. I. H 
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legislature must not pride themselves in 
his patronage. He supposed the tenants 
of his more merciful hell to be only 
skeletons, or the shadows/ which had 
accompanied the natural bodies of men 
uj)on earth.* 

Again, at the end of the same chapter 

ft - ^ V 

in Tristram Shandy ; " but where am If 
and into wliat a delicious riot of filings 
am I rushing? I — I who niiust be cut 
, short in the midst of my days,"^ &c. 
Burton concludes his chapter *' on iJf aids', 
Nuns', and Widows' Melancholy," in 
the same matncr. " But ivhere am If 
into xchat subject have I rushed ? ' Wlwt 
h(fvc T to do ? " f &V. 

The preface to Tristram, which is 
whimsically placed near the end of the 
third volume, contains another of Bur- 
ton's sallies. ** Lay hold of me,— I am 
giddy — 1 am slonc-blind — I 'm dyiiig— 
1 am gone — Help ! help ! help !*' — 

•% ATravis; yap a-rsx'J'^'i a>J^y\\Qi^ yivovrat OfMioij tw Oftti 
t Pajfo l*i+. 
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Burton, in his Digression of Air, stops 

^himse^^ in a metaphysical ranibfe, in the 
same manner, iiut, hop ! I dm now gone 
guite out of sight : I dm almost giddy with 
roving about. 

It was observed to me by Mr. Isaac 

^ Rea^. that Sterne had made lise of the 
notes to Blount's Translation of Philos-- 
trattis. The most striking resemblahces 
are contained in Blount's Observations 
on Death, m which he'has copied nearly 

. tne Svhole of Lord Verulam's Essay on 
tliat subject. Blount ' also declared War 
against gravity, of manners, and thbre 
are many eccentricities scattered through 
his annotations (which are almosft as 

i'bulkv'^'as the explanatory notes to our 
modern poems^ that Sterne had turned 
toTTis own account, * though it is difficult 
to trace them distinctly! 

^rshlAir ju^t ob§dfve by the way, that a 
pretty passage in the Story of the King of 
Jiohenna ' and his seven castles ; — f' Mo- 
DES+Y scarce touches with a finger what 

H 2 
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Liberality offers her with both her 
hands open" — alludes to a picture of 
Guido's, the design of which it describes 
tolerably well. 

Retoumons a iws moutons, as Rabelais 
would say ; in matters of painting, it is 
dangerous for a man to trust his own 
eyes, till he has taken his degree of 
Ck)nnoisseur. 

It confirms me strongly in the belirf 
that the character of Mr, Shandy is a 
personification of the authorship of Bur- 
ton, when I find such a passage as the 
following in Sterne. *' There is a Phi- 
lippic in verse on some body's eye or 
other, that for two or three nights toge* 
ther had put him by his rest ; whichi 
in his first transport of resentment against 
it, he begins thus : 

*' A devil *t is<— and mischief such doth work. 
As never yet did Pagan, Jew, or Turk." 

This choice couplet is quoted by Bur] 
tchi* from some bad poet, now unknot 

* Page 331. 
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^f whose name he only gives the initials. 

*' Hilarion the hermit, in speaking of 
lis abstinence, his watchings, flagella- 
ions^ and other instrumental parts of his 
"eligibn, — would say — ^though with more 
Tacetiousness than became an hermit — 
rhat they were the means he used, to 
make his ass (meaning his body) leave 
off kicking."* 

" By this means Hilarion made his ass, 
^ he called his own body, leave kicking (so 
Hierome relates of him in his life) when the 
Devil tempted him to any foul offence.**^ 

** I wish, Yorick, said my father, you 
had read Plato ; for there you would 

have learnt that there are two LovES 

of these loves, according to Ficinus's 
comment upon Velasius, the ene is ra- 
tional — the other is natural — the first 
ancient — ^without mother— ^where Venus 
has nothing to do : the second, begotten 
of Jupifer and Dione — ** J 

• Tris. Shandy, vol. viii. chap. xxxU 
+ Burton, p. 333. 

♦ Tris. Shuidy, vol. viii. chap, xxxiii. 

H 3 
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* 07ie Vmus is ancimt, without a mother, 
and descended from heaven, whom we call 
cosifftiql. The younger begotten of Jupiter] 
and Dione, whom commonly we call Venus. 
Ficinus^ in his comvient upon this [plpce, . 
c(ip. 8. following Plato, called these ]two- 
loves, tioo devils, or ^ood and bad angels 
according to us, which are still Iwvering' 
about our souls. -jr . ^ 

r ' • t ■. ■'. 1 • ^ v.. 

Mr. Shandy obsery^s, ^. on hi? spn's 
clr^i^cisiQi?, that the. trine ^nd sextdc 
aspects have j umped ajviy • Tliis is td^en 
fi-oiii Burton. t Many other small pk- 
giaiisms jcnight be noticed, but I shall 
connne my observations to those or more 
consequence. 

The fragment respecting the Abde- 
ritqns^ in the Sentimental Journey^ is 
taken from Burton's chapter of Artificm 
Allurements. 11 At Abdera in Thrace, ' (says 
Burton) Andromeda, one of Euripides' tra* 

* Velasius is quoted through all the preceding 
passages in Burton. 

t Page 250. 

J Page 263. Objects of Love- 

il Page 301. 



gefifef^,peiff^^j)lg^edy.the spectators were so 
nn^h \ moved with , the^ object, ' and those 
pathetical speeches of Perseus, among the 
re^t^ O Cupid, prince of gods and men, Kc. 
thftt f^%>^ man alnf,ost, a good while" after, 
spflkepure iambics, and raved still on Per- 
senses speech, O Cupid, prince of gods and 
men^ , As car-men^ boys, and prentices, 
when a new song is published with us, go 
sin^n^ tliat new tune still in tfie streets,' 
tlpe^ coniimially acted that tragical part of 
P^erseus. and in evert/ man's mouth was^ 
O Cunid, in every street, O Cupid, in every 
house almost, O Cupid, pririce of gods and 
menj pronouncing still, like stage -players, 
O Cupid, ^heywereso possessed all with 
that, rapture, and thought oj that pathetical 
love-speech, they could not, a long time after,' 
forget, or drive it out of their minds, but, 
O Cupid, prince of gods and men, was ever 
in their moutfis. Why Steriae should have' 
called this a fragment, I cannot imagjnc ; 
unless, as Burton forgot to quote his 
author, Sterne was not aware that the 

H 4 
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Story was taken from the introduction to 
Lucian's Essay on the Method of Writing 
History. 

Burton has spoiled this passage hy an 
unfaithful translation. Sterne has worked 
it up to a beautiful picture, but very 
different from the. original in Lucian, 
with which, I am persuaded, he was 
unacquainted. 

That part of , Mr. Shandy's letter to 
Uncle Toby, which consists of obsolete 
medical practices, is taken from one of 
Burton's chapters on the cure of Love- 
Melancholy.* 

Gordonius's prescription of a severe 
beating for the cure of love, seems to 
have entertaiiled Sterne greatly. This 
remedy was once a favourite with phy- 
sicians, in the cure of many diseases: 
there was then good reason for giving 
Birch a place in the dispensatories. To 
say nothing of Luther's practice in the 

* Anatomy of Melancholy, p. 333, to 335, 
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case of his maid-servant, which I shall 
have occasion to mention afterwards, we 
find in the Appendix to Wepfer's Historian 
iqfoplecticorum, an account of a soldier, 
who prevented an attack of the apoplexy, 
by flogging himself, till blood ran freely 
from his back and nostrils. Oribasius, 
one of the virtuosi of that time, wrote to 
recommend whipping in fevers. Dr. 
Musgrave quotes a German physician, 
who cured two of his patients of dysen- 
tery, by drubbing them as much as was 
suflScient.* 

The practice of these terrible doctors 
among unfortunate lunatics, is too noto- 
rious. One of them directs the applica- 
tion for love-melancholy in this elegant 
manner, in his book ; sijuvenis est, flageU 
letur ejus cuius cum verberibuSf-f et si non 
sistit, ponaiur in /undo turris cum pane et 
aqua, &^c. 

Campanella tells a curious story of an 
Italian prince, an excellent musician, 

* Of the qualities of the Deryes, p. ]38« 
t Meibomius^ p. 5, et seq. 
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qui ahum deponere nan poterat,- 7iisi vq^be^. 
ratus a savo ad id ^gdscitoj^ I omit ^iianyM 
other prescriptions of the.saine^, kipjl. 
These instances are sufiiQ^jent to estal^li^.^ 
the predilection of the fa^i^lty for^.t^if^. 
practice,'!' which Bptlf^ hasi so.^higj^y, 
celebrated for its moral. te^d^iK^y ; 

Whipping that *s virtue's governess^ 
Tutoress of arts aind sciencesL; 
That m^nds the gross mistakes of patur^. 
And puts new life into duU matter ; 
That lays foundation for renown. 
And all the honours of th^^gown.^ 

Peter !• of Russia seems to have 
adopted this philosophy, for we are 
assured that he was accustomed to cane 
his ministers and courtiers, for high mis- 
demeanors, with his own imperial hands. 

* Idem. 

t I observe that the practice of whipping, in medi*- 
cine, was revived, in North America, by Dr. Seaman^ 
who applied a horse-whip to a patient who had taken 
an over-dose of opium* The method succeeded. 

Medical Repository, New York, vol- iii. p. I5Q^ 
1799. 

:|: Hudibras^ part ii. eanto i. 
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Sterne has made frequent references to 
Mbntaignfe: th6 /best comfnentary ori the 
fMi chajilfer bf tristranni SHarid y, voJ. vnr.- 
is ^ontaigne*s essay on the subject of that - 
cfiaptef. 

CJha^di^ of Pl^giaristii In his Sernibns 
haV^'^en brdught against iSterne, which 
I have not been anxious to investigate, 
as' in that species ' of composition, the 
pnricipii matter mtist' corigi^t of^repeti-^ 
tions. Biiit it hksr long* beefa niy ^ ojpitilony - 
tnaf' th'6* m^aft tier, thW style; and the selec- 
tion of sut^jiect^ for' thofe Sernfrons,' were 
derived from the excellent Contemplations' 
ot tiistiop Han. There' is a: delicacy of 
tKought, and tend^rhefe of eipreisisibA i6^ 
tiie good ^Bishop's comp6sitions, -f roih the 
transfusion of v^^hich Sterne- looked^ fof 
immortality. 

Let us compare that siiigdlar Sertnon> 
entitled The Levite and his Concu- 
bine, with part of the Bishop*s Contem- 
plation of the LeVITE^S CONCUBINE. I 
/shall follow Sterne's orden 
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*' — Then shame and grief go with 
her, and wherever she seeks a shelter, 
may the hand of justice i^hut the door 
against her."* 

What husband would not have said — Sk€, 
is gone, let shanie and grief go with her ; 
I sJiall find one no less pleasing, and mort 
faithful.^ 

" Our annotators tell us, that in Jewish 
(zconondckSf these (concubines) .differed 
little from the wife, except in some out- 
ward ceremonies and stipulations, but 
agreed with her in all the true essences 
of marriage/' :|: 

The law of God, says the Bishop, allowed 
the Lemte a wife ; human connivance a con- 
cubine ; neither did the Jewish concubine 
differ from a wife, but in some outward 
compliments ; both might cJiallenge all tk( 
true essence of mxirriage. 

*" Sterne, Sermon xviii. 

+ Bp. Hairs Works^ p. 1017- 

J Sterne loc. citat. 
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I shall omit the greater part of the 
Levite*s solioquy, in Sterne, and only 
take the last sentences. 

** Mercy well becomes the heart of all 
thy creatures, but most of thy servant, a 
Levite, who offers up so many daily 
sacrifices to thee, for the transgressions 
of thy people/' ' 

— *' But t& little purpose,** he would 
add, " have I served at thy altar, where 
my business was to sue for mercy, had 
I not learn*d to practise it." 

Mercy ^ says Bishop Hall, becomes well 
the heart of any man^ but most of a Levite. 
He that had helped to offer so many sacri" 
jices to . God for tfie multitude of eveiy 
Israelite's sins, sacv how proportionable it 
was, that man should not hold one sin un- 
pardonable. He had served at tlie altar to 
no purpose^ if he (whose trade was to sue for 
mercy) had not at all kitrned to practise it. 

It were needless to pursue the parallel. 

Sterne's twelfth Sermon, on the For- 
giveness of Injuries, is merely a dilated 
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. commentary on the beautiful conclusion 
of tli/e CoTttemplation ' of Joseph/ 

The sixteenth SQr;B;ion contains a jjjigre 
striking. imitation*, ^f Th^re is no small 

. degree of, malicious, cwft in .fixing upon 
a season to give ^ mark, of ennaity. and 

. ill-will ; — ^a word, a look, \ybich,, at^one 
timej^ would make no in^pr^ion,-^- at 

.another time,. >yound^ th^ heart; and 
like a shaft flying witli thp w|nd,- pierce 

. deep, which with its own natyral force, 
would scarce have reached the object 
aimed at/' 

This is little varied from the ori.ginaL: 
There is no small cruelty in the picking out 
of a time for mischief; that word Would 
scarce gall at one season, which at anotha^ 
killeth. The same shaft flying with the 
mind pierces deep, which against it, can 
hardly find strength to stick upriglu.* 

In Sterne's fifth Sermon, the Contempla- 
tion of * Elijah with the Sareptan,' is 

* Elall's Shimei Cursing. 



^''fclb^ljrfDfloWed. 'Witness* • this passage 
' but of dthfers:* -'^ Tfee |M:ophct' folfows' the 
~'^ idalF dp his* "God --^the Same hand whicb 
^'brdUgHt hhh^ fo'the '^te *f the^ cityif Kad 
''^led^siJ the poot'^widow out of her doors, 
^'bp^^i^essed with sorrow/** 

The prophet follows the call of his . Garf ; 
the same hand that brought him ta the gate 
qf Sarepta, led also this poor widow out of 
her doars.jc 

The succeeding passages which corres- 
pond, are too long for insertion. 

Sterne has acknowledged his acquaint- 
ance with this hook, by the disingenuity 
of two Uidicrous quotations in Tristram 
. Shandy.:|: 

The use which Sterne made of Burton 
and Hall, and his great familiarity with 
their works, had considerable influence 
on his style ; it was rendered, by assimi- 
lation with their*s, more easy, more 
natural, and more expressive. Every 

* Sterne* 

t Bishop Hall, p. 132^. 

* Vol. i. chap. xxii. and vol, viu chap* xiii. 
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writer of taste and feeling must indeed 
be invigorated, by drinking at the " well 
of English iindefiled;" but like the 
Fountain of Youth, celebrated in the old 
romances, its waters generally elude the 
utmost efforts of those who strive to ap? 
propriate them. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Of the personages of Tristram Shandy. 
Anecdotes of Doctor Slop. 

X HERE are some peculiarities in the 
principal characters of Tristram Shandy, 
which render it probable that Sterne 
oopied them from real life. My ^en- 
quiries at York have thrown no light on 
this subject, excepting what regards the 
personage of Doctor Slop. From some 
publications which accidentally fell into 
my hands, I had formed a conjecture, 
which Dr. Bel comb assures me is sup- 
ported by tradition, that under this tide, 
Sterne meant to satirize Dr. John Burton, 
of York. 

Dr. Burton^s treatise on midwifery, 
which was published in 1751, agrees in 

Vol. I, I 
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many respects with the work ascribed to 
Dr. Slop. It is distinguished by that 
zeal for the horrible mechanism of the 
art, which was carried to an excess at 
that period : the tire tele, the then newly 
invented forceps, and other instruments 
of torture and misery, appear in his 
sculptures; and the whole composition 
is calculated to produce, in unprofessional 
readers, mingled sensations of ridicule and 
disgust. 

The squabble between Dr. Burton and 
Dr. Smellie is clearly referred to, in 
Tristram Shandy, vol. ii. p. 1 19. Sniellie, 
who was an ignorant man, mistook the 
head-piece of a print, in a collection of 
obstetrical works, for the name of an 
author, and quoted* Lithopadus Senonensis 
with much gravity, 

* *' The seventeenth author, collected, as you tell 
" Us, by Spachius, is Lithopcedus Senonetisis, which 
*' instead of being an author, is only the drawing of a 
•' petrified child, when taken from its mother, after 
*' she was opened ; and this is evident from the title, 
«' Lithopccdii Senoriensis Icon, which, with the expla* 
*' nation, is c(»nlained in one single page only/* 

Burton's Letter to Stfiellic^ |>. 21. 
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Dr. Burton wrote a treatise, also, on 
the Non-Naturals, which provoked a 
sneer from Sterne.* ... 

. Neither of these works would afford 
extracts capable of interesting, even me- 
dical readers, at the present time. But 
I am in possession of two pamphlets, 
relating to thia author, which place hia 
character^ in a different point of view, 
and which, perhaps, had some share in 
exciting the severity of Sterne. . 
. By the first of these, which was pub- 
lished at York, in 1749, by Dr. Burton 
Juimself, it appears that he had been a 
zealous Jacobite ; and that, ip 1 7.45, he 
was committed to the casde of York, on 
suspicion of high treason. Dr. Sterne, 
thetj Archdeacon of Cleveland, was on^ 
of the magistrates who committed him, 

* Tris. Shandy, vol. i. chap* 23. — " Why the ino8t 
natural actions of a man's life should be called his non- 
naturals, is another question/' See Burton, page 39* 
Xbe scjutiqn mi^^ht be easily given, if it were worth 
repeating. Dr. Burton of York published.^ book on 
this subject, which is here alluded to. 

1 ^ 
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of whom he speaks witii singukur asperity; 
though hts own conduct appears to have 
been very suspicious. 

It seemsp from his own account, diat 
when the rebel army was advaitaiciiig 
towards Lancashire, in 1745, Dr. Buitoii 
. was seen with a party of them at Hornby. 
He accounts for this, by asserting that he 
was with them as a prisoner ;. but as he 
had left York, apparently to tlirow hiai- 
self in their way, and as he rebimed 
unmolested, it cannot be surprizing diat, 
in such a fearful and anxious time, he 
should be thfx)wn into confinement 
Dr. Burton, however, imputes his arrest 
to animosities, excited by his activity, in 
a contested election for the county, and 
labours to persuade the reader, that Brit- 
ish liberty was endangered by his deten- 
tion. Perhaps a specimen of Dr. Slop's 
style may not be unacceptable. 

'* On December the 3d, Dr. Sterne 
" published a paragraph in one of the 
"newspapers, which was reprinted in 
'* the London Evening Post, and is as 
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'* follows, VIZ. on Saturday last Dr. Bur- 
^' ton was commuted to York castle by 
^* the Recorder and Dr. Sterna as Justices 
" for the West Riding of this county. 
^^ It appearing from hb own confession 
*' that he went to Hornby, knowing the 
^' Rebels were there, and upon a sup- 
'* position that the Duke of Perdi was 
*^ there, wrote a letter to him which 
" being opened by Lord Elcho he' was 
*' tent for up by two Highlanders to the 
'^ castle, and as he says carried along 
'' with them as a prisoner to Lancaster, 
** where he conrersed with Lord George 
^ Murray and a person called his royat 
^ highness Prince Charles. There was 
^ the greatest satisfaction expressed at his 
^ commitment from the highest to the 
^* lowest person in the city, that has been 
•* known here upon^ any occasion.*' In 
** my remarks upon this paragraph I 
^ shall consider it under three articles. 

" First, as to my being committed for 
^ matters of high treason, as mentioned 

I 3 
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'f on the back of the warrant of detainer. 
'* Secondly, as to confessing I had 
" been with the Rebels ; and 

"Thirdly, as to the great fejoicings 
*' among all degrees of people of aH 
" parties. 

" First, that I was not committed for 
high treason, I need bring no other 
proof than the commitment itself 
*' wherein it was only said *• I was a 
•'suspicious person to his Majest3^s 
*' government." Dr. Sterne also wrote 
'^ several letters to his acquaintance, 
" wherein he said I was committed for 
'* high treason, I can mention some to 
" whom they were wrote, and otliers to 
" whom they were shown. Dr. Sterne 
•' also told a gentleman who was at his 
**. home, that had . I a thousand lives, he 

" (S :n) had as much treason there 

*' (pointing to a table whereon lay a 
** heap of papers) as would take them 
•' all. " 

** There are two ways to come at the 
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*' truth in treasonable practices, the one 
is by positive proof, (which in case of 
high treason is absolutely required), or 
by the party accused own confession. 
Now it is evident neither of these ap- 
peared against me, notwithstanding 
*' one of the most malicious and strict 
'* scrutinies that party rage could suggest. 

S-^ n here brings a heavy charge 

upon himself, for had he such proofs 
of my being guilty of high treason (as 
•' he declared to Mr. B— d) why did 
he not produce them ? and any one 
who has proof of another's being 
guilty of high treason, and conceals 
it, fells under the heavy penalty of 
'* mis-prision of treason, so that he is 
under that dilemma of being guilty of 
spreading the greatest falsehood, or of 
'* mis-prision of treason. 

" I shall, now proceed to the second 
*• article, and shew how he has mis- 
•* represented things by asserting that I 
«' confessed I had been widi the Re- 

I 4 
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" bels. S n would intimate to the 

'' world that I had confessed I had been 
with the Rebels to join aid and assist 
them, I'll appeal to every man's- own 
'' breast, whether he would not absolutely 
take it in that light from S *s man- 
ner of expressing hunself. 

I must observe to this upright maoi 
that in every confession (for so he was 
" pleased to call tlie account of whstf 
befel me as above) the sense and meao- 
ing of the whole must be taken toge- 
'' ther. It is not our business to pick 
'^ out a part of a sentence, or a &w 
" words, and apply them to what pur- 
" pose we please, for by that method I 
" could bring words to prove from the 

" New Testament that Dr. S n ought 

" to be hanged here and damned here- 
" after. As D. S— — n had undertook 
" to tell a part as truth, he should have 
*' told the truth and nothing but the 
•' truth, he should have told the legality 
*' of my call into that neighbourhood 
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^' where I was taken prisoner, and the 
•* necessity of my going there, &c. and 
^' then he would not have been^to blame. 
^' I come now to the conclusion of this 
^' ever memorable paragraph where S — ^n 
'^ says that on this occasion, meaning 
my commitment, there was the greatest 
rejoicings by all degrees of peojJe of 
*' all parties ever known upon any occa- 
*' sion. 

'* Here again S n has mis-repre- 

*^ sented the truth as was evident to all 
*' the inhabitants of the city oif York and 
'•^ neighbourhood, nay, his own printer's 
"journeyman, or servant, whose bread 

*' depended upon S ^n, was so con- 

'* scious to himself, that every person 
** who were then acquainted with me 
" must know that part of the paragraph 
^ to be false, and therefore begged leave 
'* to omit it, but S— ^ — n ordered him to 
" print it as he had wrote it. 

** How I became then so popular is 
•• properer for another pen to shew than 
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" mine, but that these very persecutors 
'• knew it is evident, for when it would 
'^ serve their turn to distress me in any 
shape, then my popularity was always 
urged as an argument against me, and 
** as such was made use of in the veiy 
best opportunity they had of shewing 
their tender regard for me, I mean 
'^ when went I to London. This argu- 
'* ment was then pushed as a reason for 
*' the necessity of having a guard of sol- 
*' diers along with me to London, and 
** for putting me into irons, though at 
that very time I had the gout in both 
feet, both knees, and in my right 
" hand, unable to move without the 
" assistance of two persons, but of this 
more in its proper place. Had D* 

S n said that he and his partizans 

were exceedingly rejoiced, I dare say 
" he would have been credited for once 
"in his life, without bringing vouchers 
^* to prove it. 

'*. His being author of this paragraph 
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" as well as of* that of the 17th of the 
" same month, and that on the 7th of 
" January following ill became him, 
*' considering him in any light or capa- 
'^ city, and even in point of prudence 
*' and policy too." 

As the person treated with so much 
roughness was Sterne's Uncle, it may be 
naturally supposed, that Dr. Burton's 
in vectivea would make an unfavourable 
impression on his relations, and might 
give rise to the caricature of Dr. Slop. 
Why the Doctor's Jacobitical principles 
were not satirized, may be readily ex- 
plained from Sterne's short Memoii-s of 
himself. He says, that his Uncle was. a 
violent party-man, and that after living 
together on the most friendly terms, he 
quarrelled with our author, because he 
detested party-violence, and refused to 
write political paragraphs for his Uncle 
in the York paper. The sanguinary, 
aiid boundless resentments of that period 
v^ere wholly unsuited to the delicacy of 
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die author's feelings. He has therefore 
imputed no other political distinction to 
Dr. Slop, than the very pardonable one. 
arising from being a Catholic. 

Dr. Burton was discharged, without 
being brought to trial, after a confine- 
ment of some weeks, in the house of a 
messenger, in London. 

After this tragedy, I must introduce 
the Doctor in a farce. In the year 
1754, he had an affray with one of die 
aldermen of York, at an entertainment 
in the Mansion-house, and was turned 
out of the room with very significant 
marks of disapprobation . My knowledge 
of this affair is entirely derived from the 
alderman*s pamphlet, which is entitled, 
" An Account of what passed between 
'' Mr. George Thompson, of York, and 
'' Dr. John Burton of that City, Physi- 
^' cian and Man-Midwife, at Mr. Sheriff 
*' Jubbs' Entertainment, and the Con- 
^^ sequences thereon." It is dated, 1756. 
The scuffle was occasioned by Dr. Bur- 
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on's refusal to driiik one of the loyal 
boasts of the day. 

Whoever creates himself political ene- 
nies, must expect to see his faults and 
mperfections displayed in the strongest 
ight. Mr. Thompson, accordingly, en- 
xars uito his antagonist's private history. 

** Then as to the Doctor's modesty, 
'^ there is no passing by one instance of 
^^ it, where he tells you {page 14) that 
^' he qualified himself to act, towards 
^^ redressing the heavy complaints, which 
^ there had been of the hardships and 
^ practices of some persons in the com- 
'^^ mission of the land-tax. What notable 
^ redressments this great patriot-personage 
^ made he does not indeed specify,^ but 
^ iiowever he might setde the national 
^ concerns under his administralion, or 
'* whether he neglected his private for 
** the public affiurs, there is no saying, 
" but he himself broke for upwards of 
^ five thousand pounds, and paid ten 
'' shillings in the pouAd, so that having 
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" nothing left but his wife's fortune^ 
" which they could not touch, his boast- 
ed qualification for acting it! the com- 
mission, must not have had a very^ 
^' deep bottom, whether his compositioa 
" preceded or followed his taking it up: 
" nor should I in truth have touched, at 
" any rate, upon his circuiiislances, but 
to justify my suspicion of his having 
had the law-charges of his most ini- 
*^ quitous cause, or rather causelessness, 
** against me, defrayed by the subscrip- 
** tion of his party, which I hope for 
" his own sake is true. Nay, I have 
the charity to wish him success in the 
subscription he has been for some time 
soliciting, for his ECCLESIASTICAL HIS- 
TORY of Yorkshire, in two volumes 
in folio, not only as it may be of a 
pecuniary importance to himself, but 
as the work itself may be an useful 
repertorium hereafter, in case of the 
coming in of a Roman Catholic power 
" to resume the Church and Abbe v lands 
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'* out of the hands of. the present posses- 
" sors, not forgetting to niake them.ac* 
" countable for wastes and dilapidations." 
The particular details of the personal 
contest would be uninteresting, as no. 
pugilistic skill was displayed on either 
side. Mr. Thompson subsequently com^ 
plained tliat his loyalty was ill-rewarded, 
and that, 

" His thankless country left him to its laws.** 

There is a passage in a prose essay, 
by Mr. Hall Stevenson, which se6ms 
to imply that the characters of Uncle 
Toby, and the Widow Wadman, had 
teal prototypes: it is contained in the 
'* Sentimental Dialogue between Two 
Souls," which may be seen in the last 
edition of Mr. H. Stevenson's works. I 
beg to be excused from quoting the 
mecdote, to which I refer. If my 
conjecture be just, the public will not 
lave much reason to regret their igno- 
ance of the parties. 

It is impossible to quit this subject. 
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without remarking, once more,* what 
a Mraste of talents is occasioned by tem- 
porary satire. We know hardly any 
thing of Sterne's objects ; those of Rabe- 
fcus are merely matters of conjecture; 
the authors satirized by Boileau are only 
known by his censures ; and the heroes 
of the Dunciad are indebted to Pope £at 
their preservation. Flecknoe's poem^ 
which I have had in my hands^ would 
not now obtain a single reader^ but for 
Dryden's immortal satire. Avellaneda's 
second part of Don Quixote has been 
einbalmed by the criticisms of Cervantes. 
Why will mien of genius condescend to 
record their resentment against block- 
heads ? Why cannot they say to an 
opponent, 

Ignotus pereas, miser, necesse est ? -f- 

* See Dr. Wartou's notes on the Dunciad. 

'[ In a copy of verses, addressed to Dr. Burton» cm 

occasion of his pamphlet against Dr. Sterne, I find the 
following lines : 

Whether in physic thou once more engage, 
And with Bcw tliefls stuff thy Nori'iiutural page. 
Or on new subjects meditate new books, 
I'o phigue tJie town, and glad the pastry-cooks. . 
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fiowe'er employ'd, in these, or nobler schemes. 
Of politics, or thy late golden dreams 
Of revolutious in the state and laws, • 
And re-instatement of the good old cause. 
Oh lend thiue ears ! (those ears so justly due 
To Ketch's hand«i, and worn on Tick by you. 
While in fev words, this plain advice I give. 
With some amendment seem at least to liye, 
£*er thou lash others, lest some sneering Elf 

Justly retort, " Dear — ; cure thyself* 

** Shou1d*st thou, proud, restless, insolent and bold, 

*■ Flagrant for ev'ry crime tky book has told, 

" Whose factious schemes no laws but fear restraia, 

'* Of liberty and laws infring'd complain ; 

.*' Should'st thou of vilest arts thy foes accuse^ 

." And' on surmise in blackest terms abuse, 

'* Who hackneyM in thy party's darkest scenes, 

** To gain thy ends, ne'er spar'd the vilest meant ? 

*' Should*st thou usurp a patriot's sacred name, 

** And for thy country's liberty declaim, 

** Who ev'17 help thy fear would let thee, gave 

" To foreign foes thy country to enslave. 

** Be dumb thou, wretch, and let thy actioas i/e 

** Forgot, and like thy works forcyer die ! ** , 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Mr. Shandy's hypothesis qf tunes ex* 
plained — Taliacotius — Stories of long nosa 
— Coincidence between VigneuI'Marvitte ani 
Laoaier — Opinions of Garmmm-^Ridtm — 
Beddoes — Segar*s point of honour cancenh 
ing the iiose. 

JSy the labours of those who cultivate 
the philosophy of the East, we leani, 
that there exists an order of sages,* who 
reckon it the perfection of wisdom, to 
pass their lives in silently contemplating 
the point of the nose. The philosophy 

* The Yogeyi. See Sketches relating to the History 
of the Hindoos. 

Tho* the prieslbood of Fo on the vulgar impose 
By squinting whole ye^'«t the end of their uose* 

^v Cambridge, 
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of hosed has not remained unnoticed in 
Europe, but it has never been generally 
pursued, either from an apprehension of 
the obliquity which it occasions in the 
Indian studentsi or because the science 
does not lead to the same degree of 
power and consequence among us^ a? 
in Asia. 

The doctrine of noses was too com- 
mon in Sterne*s favourite writers, to be 
overlooked by him ; but there is a cause 
of perplexity in bis allusions, which 
must be explained to an English reader. 

Some languages, particularly the La- 
tin, the French, and Italian, abound in 
figurative expressions respecting the un-« 
derstanding and maimersy which refer 
to the nose^ We have f^w expressions 
parallel to these in English ; and every 
attempt to eu^gcait such topics of raillery 
upon our language is necessarily attended 
with obscurity. 

The Greeks, delicate to excess in 
whatever regarded the proportions of the 

K 2 
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body, attached great ridicule to noses 
of immoderdte length. The Anthology 
contains several epigrams on this subject, 
which Pope might have quoted as eX' 
amples of hyperbole^ Such is the epigram 
on Proclus ; 

His vast proboscis Proclus never blows ; ' 

His hand too small to grasp his salient nose. 

Vt, when he sneezes^ Proclus shonld refirain 

To cry> ' Jove bless me/ think him not proftne; 

For his own sneeze in time he cannot hear^ 

So distant either nostril from his ear. 

Another epigram, written in the same 
taste, demands respect, because it was 
the production of the Emperor Trajan: 

AvTIOk 1JfiA(«, ^C* 

Turn your nose to the sun, and gape wide for a trial ; 
Your neighbours will find you an excellent dial. 

A very different sentiment prevailed 
among the Hebrews, respecting large 
noses; they were considered as indicating 

* Anthologia, torn. i. p. 412. 
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prudence and long-suffering, — I must 
here transcribe from Camerarius : AtqUe 
hoc quidem epitheton intef aetera Deus sibi 
arrogatj qui Mosen alloquais, [Exod. 34.] 

proprietatibits decern hanc adjicit, >dhi^k id 
est, MAGNO NASO, ut Hispanica editio 
Camplutensis, et recentior Antverpiensisj ad 
verbum exprimunt, et aliis quoque Biblith 
rum locis Deus ita vacatur, quod omnes 
interpretes exponunt patientem, ut contra d 
brevi naso Hebnei promptum ad irark vel 
iracundum interpret antur.^ 

As the nose furnishes the principal 
expression of derision in the countenance, 
several words and phrases in the Greek 
and Latin languages bear a reference to 
it, in denoting raillery or contempt. But 
it is sometimes assumed as the type 'of 
judgment and acuteness. Ipse denique 
Nasus, says Erasmus, in proverbium abiit, 
pro judicio. Horqi. Non quia nullus illis 
nasus erat.\ 

■ 

* Horas Subcisivce, torn. i. p. 253. la p.. 24-9, 
Nasus Domini is memtioned as a fi^re for Anger, 
t Adagia, p. 348. 

K 3 
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Another phrase is not very refined in 
its origin ; though it denotes acuteness 
and even polish : 

Emunctae naris duros componeFe versus.^ 

Martial has an epigram which cannot 
be translated into English, (though SO01& 
what applicable to this book), on account 
of his adherence to thisi figure; 

Namitus 'sis lisque ]icet> sis deniqoe nasus, 
Quanluni noluerit ferre rogatus Atlas, 
^t possis ip8um.tu'deridere Latinum, 
Non potes in hugas djcefe'plara meas. 
Ipse ego qaam dixi; ■ ;* ■■■ ^' f 

* ■ ■ - 

And in another place he employs a 
strong figure, equally intractable in Engr 
lish, to denote the early critical abilities 
of the Roman youth : 

£t pueri nasum rhinocerotis habent. j; 

In the French and Italian languages, 
such allusions are very common. I take 

^ Horat. 

t Epigrammat. lib. xiii. epigr. 2. 

X Lib, i. epigr. 4« 
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the following remarks from the Nasea 
of Aretine, a writer whom Burton has 
quoted lavishly (from the Latin transla* 
tion of Barthius) in some of the chaptei-s 
on Love-Melancholy^ where he seems to 
have unbended himself so completely* 
The frequent references to this author, 
in a book which seems to have been 
perpetually in Steme*s hands^ would 
probably mduce him to read the ori- 
ginal. 

The author of thfe Nasea^ after magni<« 
fying his correspondent's nose^ says, '' m 
comma egli 6 quel naso, che sendo vera- 
mente Re de* nasi, v* ha degnamente 
£itto Re de gli huomini, come vol sete : 
& taoto maggior Re, quanto egli 6 mag* 
gior naso, & piu magnifico^ & piu onni- 
potente de gli altri. Laqual cosa pro- 
cedendo per via di ragione si puo per 
diversi modi provare : ma primaniente le 
proveremo per V autoritd de' Persi, i quali 
dopo la morte di Giro, (che secondo si 
sfS'ive si trovo un bel pezzo di naso) giu- 
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dicarono che nessuno huomo potesse esser 
ne bello^ nc degno di regnarc, che noi> si 
trovasse cosi nasuto, come fu cglu Nel 
libro de Re trovp una postilla del Mazza- 
gattone^ con un tratto del Zucca, che 
Nabuccodenasor hebbe quel Regno, & 
quel nome, perche hebbe gran boccai 
& gran naso, Sopra che si fonda V oppe- 
nione d' un mlo compagno, quale 6, che 
Carlo v. sia hoggi si grande Impera- 
dore, perche si trova si gran bocca : & 
che Francesco Re di Francia sia si gran 
Re^ perche ha si gran naso : & che ^ 
non fosse, che '1 naso del Re contrasta 
con la bocca dell* Imperadore; & la 
bocca deir Imperadore col naso del Re, 
ciasc uno d* essi (merc6 di quella bocca, 
o di quel naso) sarebbe Signor di tutto il 
mondo : Dove per il pari, o poco diflfe- 
rente contra peso, di pari o poco diffe- 
rentimente contendono della somma dell' 
Imperio. Et dicemi che '1 Re non per 
altro fu prigionc sotto Pavia, se non 
perche in quel tempo la Maesta del suo 
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naso^ si trov^ava impaniata di certi pias* 
trclli,* per on certo male del suo paese^ 
et die la bocca deir Imperadore era 
sana, et. $en.za impedimento. Nel pas- 
sagio ppi di sua Maesta Ces. in Provenza, 
che 1 naso del Re era sano, et la bocca 
deJr Imperadore per carestia di vetto- 
yaglia si trovo mal pasciuta, ognun. sa 
pome la bisogna andasse. Maper tornare 
al naso^ io voglio diie alia Maesta V. \m 
gran segreto, che tutti i pedanti lo cerr 
cano^ et. non 1' hanno ancor trovato; 
che Ovidio Nasone non fu per altro 
confinato, se non perch^ Augusto dul> 
bito che quel suo gran naso non li toglir 
esse r Imperio ; et mandoUo in QsigliQ 
tra quelle nevi et quei ghiacci della 
Moscovia^ perche li si seccasse il naso 
di freddo. U Aquila perche credete vol 
che sia Regina de gli uccegli, se non 
perche si truova quel naso cosi grifagno ? 
fj Elefante perche 6 egli piu ingenioso 

* Piccioli emplastri- 
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de gli aiirl animali, se non perche ha 
quel grugno cosi lungo ? II Rinocerote 
per qual cagione 6 tanto temuto da vitlosi 
se non perche V ha cosi dure ? In somma 
un naso straordinarlo porta sempre seco 
straordinaria maggioranza: et non senza 
ragione. Percio che lo ho trovato^ che 
'1 naso 6 la sede della Maestd & dell* 
honore delP huomo: et per conseguenza 
chi magglor 1' ha, plu honorato debbe 
essere. Donde si dice^ Tu mi dai Hd 
nasoj id est^ tu me tocchi neir honore/'* 
" In a word, it is such, that being| 
truly the king of noses, it has justly reiH 
dered you the king of men ; and so 
much a greater king, as it is the greatest, 
the most magnificent, and most powerful 
of noses, which may be proved in two 
different ways ; but particularly by the 
authority of the Persians, who after the 
death of Cyrus (a prince, according to 
authors, excellently provided with a nose) 

* Page 532, 3, 4, I quote from the scarce ElzeYir 
edition. 



OF STERNE. 155 
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esteemed no man beautiful^ tior wordiy 
to retgn, unless he had a nose of like 
size* In the book of Kings is a note by 
Mazzagattone,* with a jest by Zucca,f 
that Nabuccodenasor had his kingdom 
and his name from his great mouth and 
bis large nose. Upon which a friend 
of mine has founded an opinion, that 
Charles V. is at present so great an 
emperor^ because he has so large a 
mouth ; and that Francis king of France 
is so great a king, because he has so 
lai^ a nose; and that if it had not 
liappened that the king's nose counter- 
dieted the emperor's mouth, and the 
emperor's mouth the king's nose, one of 
them (by virtue of the mouth or the nose), 
would have been master of the whole 
world : whence it follows, that balancing 
each other, they contend for the sove- 
reignty with nearly equal fortune. And 
he tells me, that the king was taken 

* Scarecrow. • 

f Gourd ; he had ** a gourd for his head/' I sup- 
pose* 
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pn3oner at Pavia, only because at that 
time the majesty of his nose was de- 
graded, by some outward applicatioDsi 
on account of the country-disease, whik 
the emperor's mouth was healthy and 
unimpaired. In die emperor's invar 
sion of Provence, the king's nose 
being healed, and the emperor^s moudi 
being injured by want of provi- 
sions, every one knows how the affiur 
terminated. But to return to noses in 
general, I will tell your majesty a great 
secret, which all the pedants have tried 
without success to discover: that Ovid 
(Naso), was banished for no other reason, 
than that Augustus feared that his great 
nose might carry off the empire from 
him : and he sent Ovid into exile among 
the snows and ice of Russia, that his 
nose might be shrivelled with cold. 
Why, think you, is the eagle the queen 
of birds, but I>ccause of her prominent 
beak ? Why is the clcpant the wisest of 
animals, but because he* has so long a 
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trunk ? Why is the rhinoceros so much 
dreaded by the vitious/* but because his 
horn is so hard } 111 fine, an extraordi* 
nary nose always carries with it extra- 
mdinary; gi'eatness ; and not without rea- 
son. For I have found that the nose is 
die seat of majesty and honour in man ; 
and consequently whoever has it largest 
(iugh't to be most honoured." The next 
passages relate to Italian proverbs takeri 
fioom this figure, which hardly admit 
translation, or to a view of the subject 
from' which I totally abstain, 
i- An account follows of the expre^ion 
cxf the passions depending oh the nose, 
and of the different kinds of noses : 
every thing that might have been ex- 
pected from Sterne's Slawkenbergitis, the 
idea of which was perhaps inspired by 
this very treatise. •* Beato voi, says, the 
author in another place,*!" che vi portate 

• . , . 

*-In traQslating an author full of extrsvaganl; and 
af-fetched conceits, of the i6th centufyi the meaning 
i^xietinie» unayoidably escapes ^;' 

t.Page 540. 
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ill faccia la meraviglia^ & la consolalione 
di chiunque vi mira. Ognuno strabilia che 
lo vede: ognuno stupisce che lo seote: 
a tutti da fiso ; a tutti desiderio. Tutta i 
Poeti ne cantano: tutti i prosatori nescri- 
vono; tutti coloro che hanno &vellaoe 

ragio nano : Qui dopo 

che voi sete partito s' 6 fatto piu fiacaaso 
di questo vostro naso, che della gita del 
Papa a Nizza, et del passagio che prepan 
il gran Turco ; tanto che mi par diico- 
tato la tromba della fama, che da ognuno 
6 sonata, et da ognuno ^ sentita.'' I 
confess tliat all these circumstances^ ci 
the *• wonder which he carries in his 
face; of the astonishment and interest 
with which every one regards him; of 
the employment which his appearance 
furnishes to all the writers and talkers ; 
of the noise which is occasioned by his 
wonderful nose after his departure^ which 
overpowers the reports of the residence 
of the Pope at Nice, or the invasioa 
meditated by the grand Turk ; and of 
its resemblance to the trumpet of fame, 
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which b sounded and felt by every one ; 
ihcse^ with many other allusions and in- 
cid^its in this author, r^nind me of the 
stranger at the gates of Strasburgh, in 
Slawkenbergius's tale. Sterne has shewed, 
on many occasions, how well he cou Id 
improve upon slight hints. 

In the third volume of Bouchet, 
die subject of noses is briefly men- 
^^led ; the passage follows : — ^Ceste cha- 
lear fait aussi, adjousta-il encores, que 
les Mores sont fort camus, et diriez qu' on 
Ictir a coupe le nez sur le billot : cela 
pracedant de la grande chaleur, qui ne 
pttbiet pas que les os et les cartilages 
drbissent beaucoup, comme venans d' une 
DrnUiere inutile et vacante : les petits 
enfens le confirment bien, lesquels estans 
chauds, sont camus^ ayans en leur jeu- 
nesse le nez fort court, Et si faut noter 
que les Mores, et tous ceux qui sont 
camus, sont coleres : & qu' au contraire, 
fes grands nez sont plus patiens & pru- 
ients, et qu'en la Bible quand on dit 
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que quclqu' un k grand ncz, les inter- 
pretestournent patient: ccqui demonstre 
qu* en la physionomie y h quelqde divi- 
nation de complexion.* 

There is ^ writer who deserved a 
higher place in Mr, Shandy's library, 
than any of those whom Sterne has 
ventured to mention; and he was the 

more entitled to notice, because his fame 
lias been unjustly and unaccountably 
eclipsed. I allude to Gaspar Tagliacozzi, 
or, according to the pedantic fashion of 
the times, Taliacotius, a professor at 
Bologna, who outstripped his contempo- 
raries too far, to gain the honour and the 
confidence due to his discoveries. He 
had indeed the misfortune of being too 
learned for his time, in D' Alemberfs 
phrase ; t?^op instruit pour son siecle. The 
tirst part of his book De Cu7'torum Clu' 
mirgiaf however, was sufficiently accom- 
modated to the prevailing taste. It con- 
Uvins several chapters on the dignity of 

* Bouchet, torn, iii, p. HO, 11. 
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the face and its different features ; the 
fifth and sixth chapters are bestowed upon 
the nose, and contain philosophy enough 
to have satiated Mr, Shandy himself. 

There is a very curious speculation in 
the chapter on the Dignity of tlie Face, 
medically considered, which the learned 
reader will not be displeased to see, and 
which, I hope, he will keep to himself. 
'* Agam saltern id, ut perspecto situ 
mcmbrorum genitalium, quanta ratio ha- 
bita fuerit excellentias faciei atque nobi* 
litatis, quodque membra hsec justissimo 
architecti consilio, non exiguo intei'stitio 
inter scdirempta sint, exactecognoscamus. 
Nain cum cerebri sit propago qusadam 
fisicies, ad quam sensuum omnium organa 
deflectant, quo in loco animoe virtus 
divinas suas vires exerat, quid inconvenir 
entiiis fuisset, &, protoplasta indignius, 
quam membra ilia pecuina et abjecta, 
cum partibus adeo nobilibus et divinis 
confundere ? Hoc enim dominum esset 
cum mancipio eodem loco ponere. Nam* 

Vol. I. L 
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que munia sensuum turbaret talis consti* 
tutio, mentis aclem obtunderet, & rati- 
onls impcrium everteret. Innata entm 
homlnibus cupiditas, lev! etiam de causa 
instigata, ac indomita bestia multotles b 
rectorem suum iusiliret, & habenis' ex- 
cussis, de sede sua eum dejiccret. Non 
dicam quantum obfuturum sit decori & 
vcnustati. quautaque loci fuerlt inlquitas^ 
& laborls dlspendium, si omuino membra 
ilia eo locari debu'issent. Quare ea procul 
hinc abrepta, natura sapiens discreviti 
k taclem alta in sede & conspicua col- 
locari, membra vero genital'iay instar vil« 
pecus in stabula, locum vllem, & depres- 
sum dctrudi jussit."* 

In the filth chapter, which treats of 
the dignity of noses, we meet with a 
laboured description of the deformity 
resulting from tlie mutilation of this 

* It is extremely curious, that the famous Madlle 
(Ic Bourignon has actually supposed the noses of the 
first Pair, bcfufe their transgression, to have been con- 
stituted in the manner which Tahacotius has so elo- 
quently described. See Bayle. 
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maportant feature. When the nose is cut 
oS, we are told, *' that the gulphs and 
rectfscs of the imard parts are disclosed ; 
oast vacuities open, and caverns dark as the 
cave if Trophonius; to the dismay and 
terror of the beholders.* 

'' There is besides,** says Taliacotius^ 
^ fiomething august and regal in the Qose^ 
either because it i$ the sign of corporeal 
beauty and mental perfection, or because 
it denotes some peculiar aptness and wis- 
d^m in gorerning. So the Persians ad- 
Diire an aquiline nose in their king : sq 
m tlie Old Tesl^mcnt, those who had 
too ^maJi, or too large, or a distorted 
nose, were excluded from the priesthood, 
and the sacrifices. Such is the dignity 
attributed to the nose, that those who arQ 
lepriired of it are not admitted to the 
fiUiCttons of government : " which he 

* Etiaini i»rnnn apice abscisso, pandimtur sinuf 
b parthim intemarum recessus, yasti patent hiatus^ & 
dCTBTDSs, imtar antri Trophonii obscnrse; horrendum 
erte Sl abommandam aspicientibus spectacolaniy . 

f4b, t. chap* Ik 
X2 
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confirms by historical examples^ from the 
dismal narratives of Josephus. ** The 
nose, therclbre, is of such estimation,'' 
he concludes, '* that upon the beauty 
and configuration thereof depend the 
highest ecclesiastical dignities, the noblest 
governments and the most extensive 
kingdoms.* Besides, tlic nose chiefly 
distinguishes one individual from ano- 
ther ; wherefore iEneas could hardly ^^ 
cognize Deiphobus,. when he encounter- 
ed him in the shades without his nose,^ 
which he had lost, like many of TaVo- 
cotius's friends, by means of his Heleo; 
as Cassandra complains in Seneca; 



: — incertos geris 

Deiphobe vultus, conjugis munus norse. 

He then shews, that die threat of 
cutting oil' the noses and ears of sinnen 



* Nasus ergo tantie <3.«,t estimationis, ut ex 
decore, oriiatuque, snmma Saccrdotia, ampliJuma im- 
pcria, €t regiu latissimii pcndere videantur. 

mi 
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is used in scripture, to denote the utmost 
degree of desolation and infamy, and he 
touches slighdy on the doctrine of the 
Pythagoreans respecting the nose; that 
nature has expressed in the formation of 
this feature, the Monade and the Dyade^ 
by connecting the two nostrils by a conv^ 
men bridge ; an observation from which 
those pompous triflers draw fantastical 
ideas of the power of certain numbers* 
We are next told, that the Egyptians 
used the nose as a hieroglyphic to signify 
a wise man; after which follow the Latin 
phrases, which depend on this figure.- 
The chapter is concluded by the physi- 
ognombnic doctrine of the nose, on 
which Mr. Lavater has left nothing 
unsaid. 

: The obscurity under which Taliacotius'si 
brilliant discoveries on the union of living 
parts have remained, is not more remark- 
able than its cause : it was occasioned by 
the jest of a Dutchman. Tlie con^' 
teniptible story which Butler has veisir. 

L 3 
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iied^ in liis well known lines^ was forged 
by Van Helmont^ and obtained such 
currency through Europe^ that even the 
testimony of Ambrose Pare in favour of 
Taliacotius was disregarded.* 

The real process employed 1^ thii 
great man^ in supplying deficient of 
mutilated parts, consisted in taking the 
additional substance from the patient's 
own arm. That his attempts were suo» 
cessful, we have ample testimony in the 
writings of Par^ and other surgooiub 
though his method seems not to have 
been adopted by any of them. I diitt 
try to give the reader a general idea of 
this curious operation, with the view of 
rescuing the memory of a man of geniui 
from the most galling of evils, the suo* 
cessful misrepresentations of stupid ma- 
lignity, 

* So completely unfoatided is Van Helidont's stotyi 
that Taliacotius (lib. i. chap, xviii.) has considered tks 
ipiestioii formally, whether the supplementary pait 
ought to be taken from the patient himself, or (roia 
s^notber person, and has decided for the former. 
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When the mutilation o£ the nose was 
to be repaired, the artist fixed cm a suffix 
cient portion of skin on the in^e of the 
arm, about half way between the shouU 
der and the elbow. This was pinched 
up with a pair of blunt forceps^ and 
separated on three sides from the other 
intc^^innents, and from the muscles be^ 
neatb, so as to form an oblong sHp^ re- 
maining connected at one end to the 
rest of the skin, which Taliacotius calls 
tbe root of the dlip. The edges of tlie 
oaal stump were afterwards pared with 
a: scalpel, and the edge of the new slip 
,W» attached to them by sutures ; ^ the 
arm being bound up to the £ace and 
liead^ by a curious apparatus, which 
my author has elaborately described. 
The parts were now suffered to unite. 
Ill tbe course of a fortnight tbe adhesion 

* ** This part of th^ operation was delayed, till the 
ShU^ ioMttniatory symptoms in t^e arm, occasioned by 
jtb^jixcisfoa^of the slip, had subsided. If the ^^ration 
ilSould eyer be reviTed, this cruel and unnecessary in- 
lermption wo^ld certainly b# avoided. 

L4 
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became so strong, that the engrafted part 
would bear the experiment of being 
pulled and flipped. ** Licebit tunc ex* 
perirl rem, et traducem jam infixum 
non levlter concutere, qui cum validiori 
nexu cum naribus conjunctus.slt, omnem 
motus tunc violentiam egregie sustineL.*'* 
It was then time to separate the new part 
from its attachment to the arm, which 
was performed by dividing the root of 
the slip. Nothing then remained but to 
cut the point of the nose into proper 
form, for which Taliacotius has given 
a mathematical rule, and to keep the 
artificial nostrils open, by means of tents, 
till the cure was completed. 

If we attentively consider this method 
of retrieving a deplorable misfortune, 
which was a frequent consequence of 
the gallantries of that time, it must be 
allowed that the artist who invented, and 
who singly practised it, possessed uiv- 
common professional merit. But when 

* Taliacot. lib- ii. cap. xiii. 
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we reflect, that the display of facts, pfe^ 

cisely similar, respecting the power of 

union in living parts, has conferred high 

celebrity on one of the most eminent 

pbiysiologists of our own times, our re^ 

gpect for the author of the sixteenth cen« 

tury advances to admiration.^ I have 

too high an opinion of the genius of the 

late Mr. Hunter, to suppose that he 

was indebted to Taliacotius for hi$ obser- 

valions on. this subject ; I believe they 

were really discoveries to him ; but there 

6sax be no doubt that he was anticipated 

by the Italian author. . It is a disagree- 

iiMe proof of the neglect of medicsyi 

literature, that facts, so important to the 

theory and practice of the art, were so 

"long obscured by silly and unpardonable 

prejudice. 

If the general reader, can tolerate my 
aeal in tlie cause of neglected merit, . I 
woilld venture' to observe, that Talia- 
cotius came surprisingly near the present 

* Taliacotius published hk.book in 1597. 
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theory of the manner in which the union 
of living parts is effectecL Had the true 
doctrine of the circulation of the blood 
been discovered in his time, he wooU 
have been deficient in nothing. His 
only guide, embarrassed as he was wkfa 
ancient errors, which he was forced to 
respect, was the vegetable process of 
engrafting. This analogy led him s6 
far, that he supposed the veins of the 
newly united parts to coalesce^ by mu- 
tual elongation. The arteries were tbea 
supposed to contain no blood. He ny%^ 
'' Dicendum itoqueestprofecto vd novam 
vasorum sobolem denuo regenerari, vd 
conservatis iis, quse cum brachio inha^- 
reret [tradux], aderant, cutis ductibus et 
eorum oris, cum lis, quas in curtis sunt,' 
canaliculis commissis rursus coalescere; 
vel si neque hoc fiat, vasa ilia in curtis 
existentia, kos novarum partium ductus 
cxcitare, et agendi vim tribuere.'* After 
considering, with great solidity of reasoi> 

* Lib. i. cap. xxt. 
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ing, the supposition that new vesssels were 
genorsted between the adherent parts (an 
kka which Mr. Hunter Bupported^ f6 
prove the li&of theJ^ood), hecoiK:liides 
in these words ; ^ Itaque tamen ea^ quat 
fiunt in traduce ^rasa, quam in stipite 
nariuin, conservata hactenus coire, et 
OBColb adjunctis invicem coalescere, si 
quid ratio valet (nam hie oculi caecutiunt) 
pfoculdubio affirmabimus/' * The phjr* 
ttologieal reader only can appreciate tb^ 
profound sagacity of this conclusion^ in 
% writer who lived long before tlK! dW' 
oovery of the true course of the bloods. 
If Taliacotiu^ bad exchanged placet with 
Harvey^ he would probably have made 
better use of that improveinent, which 
Harvey contented himself with holding 
jMlt to admiration. 

O fbuntain Arethuse^ and thou honourM flood, 
Sait6o«h««lidmg MIticiasy crowi>'d vMh toctkl tt^^ 
That strain I heard was of a higher mood; 
Bui iM>w my •al prM:«tdt.t 

♦ Id. ib. 
t Lycidas. 
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Several inconveniences attended di^ 
artificial noses engrafted by our author, 
which he has specified, and which could 
only be known from actual experience. 
It was necessary to make the new parts 
considerably larger than the origiml 
nose,* because in the course of a year 
or two, they became shrivelled with cold, 
and at the end of that time were even 
smaller than tlie ancient organs^ The 
first severe frost after the operation was 
apt to discolour the nose, or even to 
turn it black, and sometimes to make it • 
fall off: it was therefore to be preserved 
like a Russian's nose, in a cover. How- 
ever, it was thought a less evil, to wear 
a liose rather too large and too long, for 
a few years, than to have no nose at allif 
Another grievance was, that the new 
nose being taken from a part which is 
covered with longer down than the skin 

* Lib. i. cap. xxiv* In quo restituae nares ex cu- 
tanea propagine, a naturalibus ante resectis difTeraQt^ 
t Ibid. 
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of the fece, was apt td become very 
hairy^ and even to require shaving;* 
The new nostrils were also . liable to be 
contracted in their diameter by length 
of tixney and when they were neglected, 
to be shut up entirely. But in return, 
the new nose possessed a more acute 
«ense, both of touch and smelling, tha^n 
its predecessor. -f- The reader must pef-^ 
oeive what a resource was denied txj 
Mr. Shandy, after the demolition of his 
son's nose, by Sterne*s want of acquaint- 
ance with our author. .To endow Tris- 
tram with a much larger and more 
sagacious nose, so careful a parent' would 
have been tempted to amputate the litde 
that Dr. Slop had spared. 
' Dr. Garmann has written a chapter on 
the. sympathy of artificial noses,:J: in his 

* Non raro praeterea contingit, ut in n^yis naribus 
pili exptlllulent atque in earn longitudinem eluxurient, 
<it novacalam aliquando adhiberi necesse est. Idem, 
Ibid. 

f Idem, Ibid. 

j: De Naslinsititii sympathia. 



174 ILLUSTRATIONS 

curious book De Miraculis Marttiorum ; 
he has stated, in ihis, the famous instance 
of Cyrus's nose very strongly. ^ Nasum 
aduncum prominentemque aestimahaiit 
Ferss, quod Cyrus TALI NASO ABMAT08 
regnum capesserif ♦ He denies Tali*- 
cotius*s claim to the invention of tfab 
operation, and mentions a remarkaUe 
pai^sage in the letters of an earlier writer, 
announcing the discovery of his friend, 
who had lost his nose, and informing 
him diat he may now be fitted with as 
large a nose as he chooses. ^' De hoc 
ista Calelinus in litem ad Orpianum muti* 
lum : Branca Siculus, ingenio vir egregio, 
didicit nares inscrere, quas vel de brachio 
rcficit, vel de servis mutuatus impingit 
Hasc ubi vidi decrevi ad te scribcre, nUiii 
existinians carius esse jwsse. Quod si 
veneris, scito, te domum cum grandi 
quamvis naso rcditurum esse.-j- Whether 
the practice was known in Bologna befoi^ 

* Page 82. 

f De Miraculis Mortuonm, p. 84. 
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Taliacotius^ we have ao accurate mean9 
of determiuing : we certaioly have no 
earlier treatise on it than his. Licetua 
says, that he pften saw Taliatjotius ope- 
rate^ during his remdence at Boiogoa as 
a student. If other surgeons had ven^- 
tured on the same .attempt, 

La citta ie !a Salciccta fina* 

would have been as much celebrated for 
its fabrication of noses, as for its sausages. 
Jlenus, a Lovain-Professor, and author 
of a well-known book on the Fewer of 
the Intaginatum^ has given a very satis- 
^ictory account of the operation for the 
jp^t^tution of the nose, in his surgical 
tracts.. He says, that he had frequently 
seen Taliacotius perform it, and that he 
had examined many noses which the 
artist had engrafted i among other dis- 
advantages, he found that the artificial 
nose was apt to be too pliable, and to, 
hang down like a turkey's. Fienus 

* Tassoni. 
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thought it necessary that the new nost 
should be kept in a case, during at leait 
two years. 

If the reader flashes to consult my 
other authorities^ concerning the reality 
of this operation, he will find a long list 
in tliat chapter of Dr. CSarmann to which 
I have already referred. 

It is said that a similar practice is 
known in Asia (where the point of the 
nose is an object of so much importance)* 
and that the new part is supplied firom 
the patient's own forehead. 

But the chief merit of the discover^ 
was undoubtedly due to Taliacotius, who 
requires, according to the ceremonies of 
his time, a qompliment at parting. 

Brave mind, which durst, like Diomcde, engage 
To check the Paphiaii Queen's most deadly rage,- 
The trifler*s wonder, and the witling's jest, 
.Base tools of envy, long thy fame supprest ; 
Tho' pagan Jove displayed no art so high, 
lu Pelop's shoulder, or the Saraian's thigh ; 
Tho' even the boast of Alchemy less bold. 
To change imperfect ore to perfect gold : 
J'hy nobler thoughts approached creative skill, 
J jfo, sense, and motion waiting on thy will. 
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The French writers, especially those 
of the sixteenth century, used the figures 
derived from the nose veiry liberally. 
Eire camus, signifies with them to appear 
surprised and abashed. Vigneul-Marville 
men^ns a curious anecdote on this sub- 
ject, which accords very closely with a 
passage in Sterne. 

" Les n6s camus deplaisent, et sont de 
mauvaise augure. Le Conn^table Anne 
de Montmorency 6toit camus; et on 
¥ appelloit k la cour, le camus de Mont- 
morency. Le Due de Guise, fils dfe 
celui qui fut tu^ k Blois, 6toit aussi 
camus; et j* ai connu un gentiihomme 
qui ayant une v6n6ration singuli6re pour 
ces deux maisons de Guise et de Mont^ 
morency, ne se pouvoit consoler de ce 
qu' il s*y etoit trouv6 deux camus, comme 
si ce defaut en diminuoit le lustre."* 

" He, (Mr. Shandy) would often de- 
clare, in speaking his thoughts upon the 

♦ Tom. i. p. 140. 

Vol. I. H 
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subject, that he did not conceive how 
the greatest family in England ccnikl 
stand it out against an uninterrupted 
succession of six or seven short noses/'* 
This is a curious coincidence ; I pretend 
to call it no more. — But it must be 
added, that Marville's Miscellanies appear 
to have been much read, about the time 
when Sterne wrote. 

I am inclined to doubt whether Skenie 
bad read this author, because I find 
much philosophy concerning noses itt 
his second volume, which might have 
been accommodated to Tristram. He 
observes, that every face, however ugly 
it may appear, possesses such a degree 
of symmetry, that the alteration of any 

feature would render it more deformed. 
** -f-For instance, if it were attempted to 

* Tris. Shandy, vol. iii, chap, xxxiii. 

f Par exemple, si V on pretendoit alonger le nez 
d'un camus» je dis qu'on ne feroit rien qui vaille ; jwar* 
ceque ce nez etant alonge^ il ne feroit plus simetrie 
avec ]es autres parties du visage^ qui etant d'une cer- 
taine grandeur, et aiant de certaines elevations, on de 
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lengthen the no6e of a flat«*nosed man^ 
I should expect no improvement of hta 
appearance; because this nose being 
lengthened^ would no longer correspond 
with the other parts of the face, which 
being of a given size, and having their 
given elevations and depression^ require 

certains en^cemens, detnandent que le nez leur soit 
proportional. Ainsi selon des certaines regies tres 
p«r(aites en ellesmAnies» on camas doit 4tre camus ; et 
flekm oes regies Vcat un risage regulier qui deyiendroit 
im monstre si on lui faisoit le nez aquilin. Je dis bien 
pinsy qu 'I est quelquefois aussi necessaire qu'un homme 
n' ait pcMnt de nee* qa' il est necessaire dans^ Tordre 
Toscan^ par exemple» que le clu^iteau de sa colon 
n' ait point de solute* C est un bel ornement que la 
volute dans V ordre lonique ou dan^ le Corinthien, mais 
ce teroit up monstre et un irregularity dans V ordre 
ToBcan. Un petit aez, des p^ita yeux, une grande 
bonche qui nous choquent d'ordinaire, appartiennent 
4 un ordre de beaut^, qui peut bien n' ^tre pas de notre 
goust; mais que nou^ ne devons pas condamner, parce 
qu' en efifet c' est un ordre qui a ses regies^ qu' il ne 
nous s^partient pas de contredire. ♦**♦**** 
Que led Francois meprisent les nez camus et les 
petite yens, et que les Chinois les estiment, ces «ont 
dea bi^arreries et des extraraganoes de 1* esprit humain^ 
&c. Vigneul-Marvilie Melanges V Histoire et de Litte- 
raturej tom^ii p. 164^ 165. 

M2 
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a nose proportioned to them. Thus, 
^according to certain rules, complete in 
themselves, a flat-nosed man ought to 
be flat-nosed, and, according to those 
rules, be has a regular face, which would 
become monstrous, if an aquiline noie 
were clapped upon it. I go farther^ and 
J advance, that it is sometimes as neces- 
sary that a man should be without nose^ 
as that in the Tuscan order, the capital 
of the column should have no volute; 
The volute is a beautiful ornament in 
the Ionic or Corinthian order, but in the 
Tuscan it would be a monster, and an 
irregularity. A short nose, small eyes, 
and a wide mouth, which commonly 
disgust us, belong to an order of beauty, 
which we may not admire, but which 
we ought not to condemn, because in 
effect it is an order which has its rules, 
that we have no business to contradict. 

" Let the French despise flat noses and 
little eyes, and the Chinese esteem them; 
these are the caprices and extravagancies 
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oF the imagination. But upon our prin- 
ciples, it appears, that there may be as 
many different orders of beauty as of 
architecture/* 

This mode of reasoning would have 
been v^ry useful to Uncle Toby. He 
might have proved, that there ought to 
be flat noses as well as flat bastions. 

We meet with this peculiar phrase- 
ology again, in a passage in the Memoirs 
of La Ptniff. In mentioning a conversa- 
tion with Anhe of Austria respecting the 
iieW8 which he suspected Mademoiselle 
de' Montpensier to entertain of a marriage 
WJth^.E»iiis XIV- he says, ^* Je dis tout 
cek' k ht Reine> qui se mocqua de moi, 
me disant ; ' ce n* est pour son nez, quoi* 
^u'il isoit bien grand."* 
* Sterne'^ curious dilemma, by which a 
Tery'lar^ nose must fall off from the 
man, or the man must fall off from his 
nose;; was anticipated by Tabarin, in 

* Memoirs de la Porte, p. .275. 
M 3 
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whose dialogues more is said on the 
subject of noses than I care to r^ieat. 
'* O qu' il le feroit beau voir sur la 
Montagne de Montmartre, avec un ae? 
de dix lieues de long, car on.y void de 
t(Mt loing. 11 lui faudrqit des fourches 
pour soustenir son nez," * 

The French have lampooned long nosei 
almost as much as the Greeks. Grangeri 
in the PcdaiU Jou/i^ is said to have a nose 
which always made its appearance a 
quarter of an hour before its owner : 
*' cet autentique nez arrive partout ua 
quart d' heure deva&t son maitre." And 
even D*Alembert, who united more good 
sense and good taste in his critical works 
than any other French writer, has pub- 
lished some curious details by d'Olivet 
concerning the nose of ^tlrc Abb6 Genest, 
which was the admiration of the courtier^ 
and the subject of royal wit. 

'' While the Abb6 Gene^ was at Rome, 

* Queition* Tabaiiniqwes. 
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hf often dined with Cardinal d'Estr^es, 
who was fond of po^, and who had 
himself written well in Ijis youth. One 
day, when his Eminence had a great 
deal of company, there was a person at 
table, who, having a very large nose, 
gave occasion to a man of humour,* 
one of the guests, to vent a number of 
witticisms, good or bad, on this moh'* 
«stroys nose, of which he pretended to be 
afraid. The Abb6 Genest arrived, who 
merely looked in, and attempted to steal 
off, that be might not disturb the party : 
but the Cardinal recalled him, and de« 
nred him to take his seat. Then the 
bel humord having considered this second 
apparition of a great nose, affected a 
greater degree of terror, and exclaimed 
to the Cardinal ; Eminentissimo, per un, 
dpm soffrire, ma per dm no;\ and 

* Un hel kumorL 

t May it please your eminencei I could bear one, 
but it is impossible to endure two. 

M 4 
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throwing down his napkin, he disap 
pearcd with all speed/'* 

We read, also, of Despointts, a Pari- 
sian counsellor, whose nose was so tm** 
moderately long, that it attracted the 
notice of passengers in the street, wl^o 
would turn and gaze at it, to the hazard 

of their lives. The shadow of thia nose 
happened one day to fall on a very little 
counsellor, named Coqueley, and eclipsed 
him so totally, that the judge coiUd not 
perceive him when it was his . turn to 
plead. Coqueley remonstrated, like Ra- 
gotin, but with as little efTect; Despointis 
would not yield his place. The litde 
hero, exasperated beyond all patience, 
seized the point of his antagonist's nose, 
and turning it aside, according to the 
laws of the lever, said, you may stay 
where you are, but I am determined 
that your nose shall make room for 
me."f 

* Histoire des Membres de I'Academie Fran9Dise« 
torn* iii. p. 454. 

t L' Heureux Chanoine. Paris, 1707. 
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I have La Rinomachie or the Battle of 
Noses, a French poem, as long as Brus^ 
cambille's Prologue, but it contains no- 
thing worthy of attention. 

In the beginning of the last centinrjr, 
a small treatise, entitled Le Nez, tvas 
published at Cologne. The dedication 
is dated, 1717. I much doubt whether 
Sterne ever saw this book. It is a bur-^ 
lesque essay, merely intended to shew the 
author's reading and wit. He has not 
omitted the famous repartee of Guy Pat in, 
which deserves a place here. *' Mr. Patiri 
^ plaida un jour au Pdrlement de Paris, 
^' pour la faculty de medicine, contre 
*^ Mr. Renaudot, Docteur de Montpel* 
^* lier, qui pretendoit pratiquer a Paris 
•' comme s'il eut et6 aggreg^ au corp^ 
^ des Medecins de cette Capitale. Mr. 
<' Tiitin eut toute Tavantage, mais il con- 
^' sola sa partie en sortant de T Audience : 
*' Monsieur, lui dit-il, vous avez gagn6 
*' en perdarit: comment, done repondit 
'* Mr. Renaudot ? C'est, repliqua Mr. 
*' Patin, que vous eti6z camus qiiand 
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^* vous etes entre au Palais, et que vous 
" en sortez avec iin pied de Nez." 

There is little novelty in this jeu 
d* esprit, and the ecMieluding chapter is 
written in a very bad taste, ♦ 

Great attention was paid to the form 
of the nose among the Roman CadioUc 
clergy ; some of the disqualifications for 
priest's orders were, little noses, because 
they implied ignorance; gt^eat Qosesp 
because the owner was supposed to jbe 
puffed up with pride (as he well wg^ 
according to the doctrines of vfhkh I 
have given a view) and wry-noses, be- 
cause they implied a perverseness of 
undcrstanding.-f- 

The passage quoted above from Vig- 
neul-Marville coincides with the opiniom 
of Mr. Lavater, who has shewed himself 
a zealous champion for the consequence 

^ Entitled, Sentiinens sur les ecarts dcs qudfiui 
Autew's, qui se sont ouhliezjusqua vouloir €tre les Pontr 
gyristcs du visage sans yeux et sans Nez* 

t Man of Sin, p. 76. 
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[>f the nose, and for homogeneity of fea« 
tures. 

This very ingenious, but too fanciful 
writer, has formed an indication of genius 
ivhich I believe is entirely his own,, frpm 
the degree of the returning angle which 
i&forjn^ ;by the junction of tlie npse 
with th^ upper lip. I doubt thei j ustness 
of ;such- arbitrary marks. - 
AM^' Lavater has been puzzled, I ob- 
sfMTve, to<expl{un the expression of anxiety 
191 Locke's portrait. It was certainly 
kKi^pendent of that great man's character. 
Hb was subject to fits of asthma, and 
Q(NCktracted the appearanjce .<]if disttressful 
ig|th)ggles from his sufferings in that dis- 
OHWU A medical observer would pro-* 
pmiaoe Locke to have been asthmatic,^ 
fiiem the first view of his busts and prints. 
I -bctlieve, indeed, that alniost every dis- 
ease is characterised by a peculiar ex- 
pression of tlie countenance, and that 
medical physiognomy might be culti- 
vated with the highest benefit to man- 
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kind. Unfortunately, to treat of this art 
with success, an author must not ohiy 
be an excellent physician, but a good 
painter. 

' I shall close my view of foreign writers 
on the philosophy of noses, with Riolan^ 
who, as a Frenchman and an anatomist^ 
felt a double interest in the discussibn. 
" The nose," he informs us, *' is die 
index of genius and understanding.'* He 
then repeats the story <^ the Pcfrsiani^ 
and adds from Plato, that it was the duty 
of the eunuchs, who attended the youth! 
of the royal family, to form their torn 
elegantly, by keeping tubes in theiF 
nostrils. He adds, *^ In lege Mosaica 
Levitic. cap. xxi. qui naso pravo eranl 
prsediti, judicati fuere indigni sacerdotio^ 
proinde Venusino poetse in arte poetica, 
vita displiceret, si deformem obtinuisset 
nasum : 

Non magis esse velim, quam pravo vivere naso," &c.* 

* Anthropographia, p. 213. It is needless to ob- 
serve, how much Riolan has mistaken the sense of 
Horace, in this passage. 
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I have observed, that our language is 
ather deficient in allusions to this organic 
ispecially respecting its varieties, either 
>f length or curtailment. Dun ton, in- 
ieed, says, that judge JeflFreys had a 
Mse fit for the great service of destroying 
i^ismaticsy " for he told the -grand jury 
It Taunton, that he could smell a Pres- 
h^erian forty miles/' ♦ And Dr. Johnv 
ion called sagacity the no$t of the mind.*f 
But a later attempt has been made, to 
ietect this figure in the very rudiments 
if our language, by the ingenious Dr. 
Beddoes. ** We have,'* says he, " a 
onarkable class of noun-sybstantives^ as 
iiey are called by the grammarian ; 
ifaough according to the metaphysician, 
Ihey cannot stand by themselves, but are 
lupported by substances. The wa/tds I 
mean are good-ness, greai-ness, and their 
FeUows. We have similar words ending 
tn head. Onhed, in old English, ig 

• 

• Panegyric on Jeffreys. 
• f Bofwell's Life of Johnson^ yoU iiu p. 599. 
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unity (one head). It will not, I pre- 
sume, be denied, that head (caput) is 
here used in composition. Now, in the 
other case, I suspect, that it is pact of 
the head which is used ; the nose, noa, 
nez, French. Both words have been 
indifferently employed to mark the points 
of land that are or have been conspicu- 
ous. Will not this geographical analogy 
be admitted as a strong confirmation of 
my opinion ? If ness be any part of tbe 
body, what part else can we imagine it 
to be, whether we regard sound or situ- 
ation ? There exists an etymological tt 
truly as a moral sense ; and those who 
have acquired the former, will feel by 
liow very natural a transition two such 
eminent members of the body natural, 
as the head and nose, came to denote 
abstract qualities." ♦ 

What a blaze of light (to use the 
favourite modern trope) do these obser- 
vations throw on Mr. Shandy's hypo* 

* Monthly Magazine, for July, 1796, 
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thesis : and bow triumphandy would he 
hfave opened to Uncle Tbby the mjrstery 
of Uttlmess (little nose), and of meanness 
(mean nose), of rashness (rash nose), 
wbence we talk of a man's thrusting his 
nose into matters which do not c(H)cem 
him; and of many other knotty and 
perplexing terms and phrases ! All this 
might be done with a tolerable portion 
of leisure and application ; for I suspect 
that the etymological sense is very similar 
bo the sense required for playing at whist, 
thriving four in hand, or adjusting with 
pfailosophtcal precision the angle of inci* 
ience of a tennis-ball. 

It is easy to account for the mystery 
ni which Sterne has involved this subject, 
frdm the preceding extracts* He had 
obtained a glimpse of the physiognomic 
doctrines respecting the nose, but he was 
i^orant of the general systems which 
liad prevailed concerning the art itself. 
He does not appear to have been ac* 
|uainted even with the work of Baptista 



193 ILLUSTRATIONS 

Porta. To have completed Mr, Shandy'i 
character, he ought to have been a pro- 
fessed physiognomist. Slawkenbergius's 
treatise would then have taken form and 
substance^ and Sterne would have writtea 
one of the most interesting and amusing 
books that ever appeared. 

Perhaps no man possessed so many 
requisites for producing a good work on 
physiognomy. His observation of cha* 
racters was sagacious minutely accurate, 
4nd unwearied. His feeling was ever 
just, versatile as life itself, and was con- 
veyed to the reader with full effect 
because without affectation. But his 
imagination was ill-regulated, and it had 
a constant tendency to form combinations 
on this particular subject, which his taste 
alone, to say nothing of other motives^ 
should have led him to reject. 

I shall conclude this chapter, with a 
curious question relating to the dignity 
of the nose. The common point ol[ 
honour is sufficiently known. . Segar, ift 
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his Honour MiUtarie 8f Civile p. 127, 
puts this case respecting duels ; '* Two 
gentlemen being in fight, the one putteth 
out the eye of his enemie, and hee in 
requitall of that hurt cutteth oflf his nose : 
the question is, who is by those hurts 
most dishonoured ? It may seem at the 
first sight, that losse of an eye is greatest, 
being a member placed above, and that 
without the sight a man prooveth unfit 
for all worldly actions : yet for so much 
as the want of a nose is commonly 
accompted the. greatest deformitie, and 
a punishment due for infamous offences, 
it may be reasonably inferred, that the 
losse of that feature, should bring with 
it most dishonour. Besides that, seeing 
, man is made according to the image of 
God, we account that the face being 
made more deformed by the losse of the 
nose than of one eye, therefore the great- 
est honour of the combat is due unto him 
ivho taketh the nose of the enemie/* 

End of the First Volume. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

s. 

Uncle Taby^s hobby-horse — Amours — 
Stofy of Sorlisi. 

or AugHstine has said very justly, in 

his Confessions^ that the trifling of adults 
is called business : majorum nug/t negotia 
vocantur. The present times are peculi- 
arly indulgent in this respect. What 
the last age denominated follies, or 
hobby-horses, we style collections : Uncle 
Toby's library would have required no 
apology, among the hunters of old ballads^ 
and church-wardens* bills of our day. 
Vol. IL B 
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I am sensible that a much better defence 
might be made for him : it would be 
easy to prove the utility of bis studies^ 
and to sh«Mrt iVk Ai%l maA^ btn of 
empires has sometii^es depended on die 
construction of the retired flank oi a 
bastion^ but that jvitbout tome portion of 
his knowledge, it is imposable to undo- 
stand complppdy«p^,oC t^ matt in- 
teresting passages in modem history. 
But I am aware that Jhis " sweet fpun- 
taift tof krioWlSdgt^* ks Sterne names it, 
is relished by few: it is " caviar" to tlia 
generality of readers. They will probably] 
ftel M*J*fe intett^ in the curious coin- 
ci^iice between Hie story ^ Widow 
Wadman, and one which Made b ^gtcai 
noise m Giermanyy a little after th« «ii^ 
die of th^ last ccntiiry. Th^ tttigin 4f 
the l»ly*s distfCsB was nedriy. thfe baifltv 
bttt her cowduct w^ ;^ry djtiferetit fioilii 
that of Sterne's lieroihe, and "did tfaeliigfak' 
e^ hcHiicrur to her pniityh, , Tlie-mt«ad4<oiH 
twc of the gcndetntQ iia^teDBd^o^ 
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tbfrty*six years before the «iege of N amur * 
by Xing William^ where Sterne laid the 
s6e«ie of Uncle TobyV wound. The 
distresses of this pair, whopiay be almost 
termed the Abelard and Meloise of Ger- 
many (saving that they prosiecuted thieip 
afliittions with thesttjcte^t yirtoe, m tot/^ 
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, * I AQft iafnossession.jpf a very curious aceouat of 
the siege of NamUo. published under the iiqimediate 
Jfrlection'of Kin^* Wflliatii irr. iii 1095. . It is a thinr 
Mifil ^f sixty-one pagesu liiih tery beauttfiil plans, 
<f^^y,<^d hy order pf thu Jfing. If the late Lord Orfor4 
. Ika4 seen this work^ he would perhaps have given William 
a( place among the Royal autlmra. Much personal 
pi|pe entei^d into the cooteate b^^eeu that bero^ and 
Louis XI y. J consider this book as a proof of it. 
Wnen Louis tofok Namur, he published a splendid ' 
floOCHibt of the siege> in foiio. ' 'f he work which I aqi 
4<ppribi^g was XpTilliaiii^s retort, and it concludee wit^ 
a triupiphanty though dignified enumeration of the in- 
cr^asSd difficulties', under which the fortress waS reco« 
rmiA ^tn the French arms. One of the piliaiis repre* 
tents the mqv^ii^ts of -ther jppvering« . aud 4>bserving 
annies« and- bears for its ^evice> the conceit of lions 
lincfi&g cocks' in pieces, which Sir John Vanbruglt was 
blamed for adopting, afterwards, at Blenheim. It is 
M&dttfttto siijry -vi^bether the inyenior or imitator of such 
% llabas liad «h^ wons^ taste. Vknbrugltiias shewed! 
Cbat lie was capable of much betttsrddag^ • . . • 
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Mm .tt. jm ttfU : Imuum^ABman^^ i ft* 
WMQ igenenUy kno]«nk.rf,3toAt}iUriBqu 
hM Jbeen QQofined rtth ito^ohifthPatbo^M- 
tt4 has never ^£»und its ^1r^ iidaufHir , 
language: J ahatttitbwefqM».'iirt<iaiiii|ii i 
W«kp*:»keteh,ofit.'i ti ii v.ir/n?) *nwi j 
' . Idjr.Fnders may perhaps recollect, that 
Charles X. of Sweden invaded Denmark, 
in 1959; that after passing tbe Sound, 
aiKl takifig tUc casile of Ci-onenburg. he 
Ifttd.sie^ to Copcnliagen ; where he lost 
•o ^'U^ time irt preparing for a geneni 
ASS^vlt,. ,that tlie inhabitants, aided by 
the gaUtttt exertions of the Dutch canni>- 
neers, recovered sufficient spi.iits to re- 
pulse him ; and that the Swedes, after 
raising the siege, were attacked ud 
defeated in the Isle of Fiihnen," where 
the remaining part of theic army; im 
obliged to surrender at discretion; 

In the baltle of Fuhnen, which ooit 

* ViileBtini's NofellK !Vtctlico>-l<^«let ) «mU(..Ai 
titl« of Onytisnitt Eanuchi. An (ntarUiaiqg; MUcriw 
might be pHtbt fom .tliM book. . . . j. ^,'. ., in •,» . 
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the Swedes upwards of two thousand 
men^ besides several general officers, 
Bartholomew de Sorlia, a young noble- 
man in Charleses service, had the mis- 
fortune to receive a musket shot of the 
most cruel nature. He was speedily 
cured, and was enabled, by the fidelity 
of his surgeon, to conceal the conse* 
.quences of his wound. Disgusted by, 
this accident with the army, he retired 
:|ii^ an estate which he had purchased in 
Pomerania, where he endeavoured to 
bujy his melancholy in the occupations 
of' a country-life. But in the course of 
time, the desire of society returned, and 
having frequent occasions to consult an 
old nobleman in the neighbourhood, 
iespecting the management of his estate, 
be: insensibly contracted an intimacy 
widi the family, which consisted of his 
fiiend^s wife and daughter. Dorotliea 
]EJ)2abei;h Lichtwer, then a beautiful girl 
of sixteen, inspired Sorlisi with so ardent 
a pafisi^, that he attempted every mc- 

B 3 
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thod to engage her aOections, withoUl 
allowing himsell' lo consider the injustice 
of his preleiisions. His assiduities were 
crowned with success; he (bund h'ts at- 
taclimcnt rqwid, and soon gained such 
an interest in lus mistress's heart, tliat be 
demanded her in m3~iage. As he hni 
become a liivou w ith the wlwle fiK 
ftiily, his ^jropoffi weit readily ac- 
cepted ; and it" he Id have suppressed 
■ his secret consciousn -ss, happiness and 
joy would have aj -et! to court him.' 
Uniortunately, alliance whs- ^ 

agreeable to some of he3ady's i-e^atioflftj 
for three excellent reasons ; he was la 
stranger, a roman calliolicT and his 1*- 
mily had been but recently ennobled by 
Christina. These disqualifications, ho»*^ 
ever, might have been surmounted, 
e^ecially as Sorlisi, about this time, 
became known to the Elector of Saxony, 
who appointed him one of his chttra- 
berlaliis; but an unexjx:cted piece ef 
treachery put him into the haads of Ins 
enemies. ' ■ 
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• &>riki happened' Id consukth^ {>by* 
aician usu^ly emplD)^d in.the fiiicbtwisr 
,^ta\\yf and in the conBdence whkrh 
nsiturally arises between medical men 
and their patients, bad disclosed to hini 
the secret' which preye^ upon his inind. 
Tk^ officious doctor, forgetting not opiy 
Juifi inaugural oath, but the. obligations 
«£ honour, and jgratitude^ betrayed bis 
pafa^sat-f confidence to the discontented 
|Mrt ^f |;he family, and furnished them 
rniifyz tale. capable of overwhelming the 
^i^'ept of .their hatred; especially ^ about 
jAjk time, : death deprived the lovers of a 
fpofweitul friend JQ Mv. Licbtwer. Man^ 
anen .wpulfl ha^e shrunk from ^be ^^ 
iocpy which was mow let . loose! againet 
ihtim, . but he £ioed the storm galla^ly ; 
-and by eficposing fai^ life in 6ome. .duels 
ftt 4Jke 4>nfiet, obtained fm cKcmption from 
jipy fiudier private u^isults. 
' : ': ;B^t th^ ^eatsst triai of his ^mmeis 
mtasjyietbdiind: it was impos^l^ longer 
ito leonoeai the cau«e of all his vexations 

B 4 
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fretaB.hk iotendcd bride, and it became 
try for ]iim to explain his rea) 
What a painful confession for 
Soili^- desperately enamoured, and yet 
toucheil with (he nicest feelings of lio- 
iKMlr.! What reproaches might he not 
eipect from his mistress, when she dis- 
oovncd her afli^ctions to be Hxed on it 
shadow ; the fervent expectations of love 
and youth deceived ; with the prospect 
.«if in&niy and scorn chnging to \m 
Allure connection. Could an inexperf- 
cooed girl conquer such alarming ol> 
itade» to his pursuit f Sorlbi detenxiinadt 
to try. How he managed this delicatft 
communication ; with what preporstha 
and Eofteaings he introduced his mda» 
choly narrative ; and with what.emotioo 
he appealed to the generosity of the ^ 
one, and the compassion of the matxoo, 
we are left to im^ine. Madame '4e 
IJcbtwer seemed inclined to give up:die 
match; but the amiable Dorothea do- 
clai'cd that no misfortune could aSed 
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her attachment, and tliat she was deter- 
mined to pass her life witli Sorlisi, under 
every disadvantage. So exalted a strain 
of tenderness could not fall to produce 
acquiescence and respect in the heart of 
a mother, and the lovers were soon after 
betrothed, in presence of Madame de 
Lichtwer and a select party of friends. 

To complete their marriage became a 
matter ordifficuly, for several theologists 
had taken the alarm, and murmured so 
loudly against the proposed scandal, that 
in con3equence of the machinations of 
their enemies, it was evident that every 
clergyman would be deterred from so- 
lemnizing the nuptials. 

In this urgency, it was again neces- 
sary for Sorlisi to undergo the mortifica- 
tion of repeating his unhappy case. He 
drew, it. up in August, 1666, for the 
opinion of the Ecclesiastical Consistory 
at Leipsic, using the feigned names of 
Titius and Lucretia, and giving the best 
turn to the jpiatter that it would bear. 
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-The Consistory, avsiiling ilselt' ot* a very 
coiMiderate distinction,* gave a favoui^ 
able answer; tliougli tliey acknowledged, 
that the impossibility of having oflspring 
was the only one out qt' eiglitecn reasons, 
wliicli Luther admitted as a sufficient 
plea i'or divorce. 

All that was now wanting, was a 
jnandate from the xtor, to authorize 
tlic completion of t : marriage ; but as 
he thought prop o consult several 
theologists on the aject. nothing wai 
decided till the s eding year, when 
the mtmdate was nted, which iin> 
r-jsed, at the same tinie, a discretionary 
iine upon Sorlisi, by way of quieting the 
tender consciences of those who opjMsed 
the matcli, for the hoiiour of ti»e Lu- 
theran churclj. 

The marriage ceiemony w^s therefore, 

* Ut tftceani^, in hac persona virili son qviifapi 

lali^m impoieiitiatii et inhabilitatem obseryari quie gene- 
rutiotiw aclimi, ul seliolastici loquuntiir, sed guierationia 
ntlccUiiii UBtum iaijicdit. Conjug. liunuclii, p, lOft. 
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at idngdiv ^pnvatelf performed at Sorlisi's 
Ixitrnti^-^hause* : :/:.: ' -^ . 
^ • ;. JHeiift. tEe inalioebf their enetnies 
mi^t have HeJen expected to rest : ibut 
tjiey returned to the? attack with -fis^ 
lury^ resolute « to dksolve ^the uii'iony x)c 
t^^^cfibitter the Iwesi of thk per9ecuto<| 
]^ilr<r Their phaste attachmeiift'wariit^ 
te^'subjecced to "ttie* coarse discusBuiiiBj 
add abomiiv^ble consthictibns of dvtH 
theologists, animated by^ party^zeal, and 
totall^r inoapoibie of €6timatiirg the isecitL^ 
fcrente . of ^ a ^espeptabie womab ;->tbeM! 
fpmes were to /be doupled iwiith. scpm 
and reproach ; and every effort of Teu* 
tonic eloquence was to be employed^ to 
persuade ithem that they* ought -. to find 
ifoxatisiactiibaiin iwing Jtogedier. 

i: :The Supreme Ecdesiastical Con»story*ir 
triiich liad hitherto taken no cognizance 
0& tho.aflalr,:B6w interposed, .and .de* 
naapded, that the parties should -be ^9e(Mir« 
nted, ; lx> do- away the great scandai 
wbicb thei]? uniii^n gave to the .godly. 
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To take oft' the force of this formid^le 
interference, Sorlisi bad rccouKe to that 
method by which the papal bulls hare 
been so often tamed. He oftered Ki 
enlarge his fine to the extent of building 
a church, and providing a stipend for i 
preacher. The Coof'story could not in- 
stantly retract, but t proposal certainly 
procured time for estiug conciliatory 
measures. In the mean time, as M»- 
dami Sorl :ed that she would 

rather m tor her husband, hi 

gha iirectors ;ht it very edifyinfl;, 

to pun her itt nacy, by refu8iii||, 
her the sacrament. 

In a matter of so much consequence 
to the Protestant religion, as the union 
of two penonS, who pideneA^i )Qu|^ 
other's hap{liii«$ to the scruplcsiiof'^'tK^ 
reveretices, it was necessaty to cdfia^ 
gittve exampks. ThatofourHcinryrVllK^ 
seems to;h^Ve occurred to all ■■ psatiB^^M 
was iberefbre , agreed to collect die. '«^ 
pioDS bf ^edifierent thedogicalF&tiAsa 
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in Germany, of the Lutlieran persuasion. 
My £aiir readers must excuse me frotn 
detailing the whole distinctions of those 
teamed bodies; for it seems, that to 
counteract the practice of vice, they had 
thought 'it necessary to be completely 
masters of every vice in speculation. 
' The faculty of Hasse-Giessen professed 
great concern for the young lady, and 
applrehended tliat her husband could not 
fail to torment her inexpressibly ; quoting 
lh& famous passage fit>m St. Basil, '' instar 
bovis cui comua sunt abscissa, imaginem 
impetus facere, incredibilem vesaniam 
spirando/' After much odier reasoning" 
on her unhappy situation, they con- 
cluded, that as the matrimonial cero* 
mony had been profaned by this union, 
it was necessary to dissolve it immedi- 
ately. 

I appcchend, that the communication 
of the case must have operated in some 
very sudden and extraordinary manner 
on the faculty of Strasburg, so much 
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«omtng:.:at.the' Jc»aiHkdgA>i9of tU^^H 

ft\cxM, .«ff.appro¥eid, foaitiddfefcrdiiiW 
Wl»l« they, wished U|{wwtp4» ttj »iJM l pt 

(^ ^i^ttndttcrettpn/ a#diiNii^ jlviiUj^hiill 
permitted. |bl<ktMoi0n>(iJfWigi»ilt y ii igii Ml . 
£tee«oml; aii^)f>»)) tbc^iooiiM nfttiMfiU 
te8iftfyuig:!tiie:.'gi>eatfit tKJrn» jigaiaMl4h| i 

Sa actresM .ttfas: .tIie>,jigaigr^uMii:^^. i 
tMrtatywiiof the Stndbuj^gidoofcoA^lhllf ~ 
i'ooold jaotilraliplmupeQtiqg:tiM3r aMi*pi#:i 
DBtion bad boto* beldfitUftliB illiii<iiiiinr| 
gerous.paut of a. hot autuniii.; but^ oft 
referring to the dfkte, Ifind st took'ptM» 
in November, XiGST, . . .:.,:'.' 

Finally, tiiey exclaimed that: if j^fi 
young couple persisted in their reftMll 
to separate,. . they ought 16:. ibet JNtqished • 
itom a land iof .'pietyi;:and that ^ereie 
punishments sbouK) be inflicted on Mtr 
datae -de' LiphtW.er; and -JtHose/.rreJstiOM 
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who had encouraged so damnable t* 
connection. 

The matter worked more gently with 
ihc faculty of Jena. They made some 
allowances for the strengtli- of attachment 
which the parties displayed, and appeared 
to expeinence some faint touches of hu* 
manity. They thought, however, that 
as the only excusable motive which 
could induce Sorlisi to marry at all must 
be the desire of society, he Would have 
acted more properly, if he had taken 
unto himself some quiet old woman to 
fiianage his family. And for divers other 
reasons, which they reckoned vei-y solid, 
it was their opinion that a separation 
^ould take place. 

The faculty of Kaenigsberg, proceed- 
ing tttt the principle, volenti nan ^( injuria, 
flyottght that great regard should be had 
t6 thfe contentment expressed by the lady, 
althovigh ifeey were not quite satisfied 
with the affair. They put a very subtle 
case, ill which they imagined that ef en 
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die Pope must permit an union of ^ 
kind : " sc. si maritus quidam a bariians 

. cftstmturetabhinc mulierisua; cohalntarc 
et carnaliter, -ut ante, se miscere voluerit," 
And upon (be whole they concluded, 

, ^at the mvriage should hn deemed valid, 
and the parties r&-aduiitted to all religious 
privileges. 

I am most pleased with the decision 
af the faculty of Grii^swald : tliey opined, 
tliat OB tlie lady had got into the scrape 
with lier eyes open, they might suffer 
^er to .take the consequences witlioul 
danj^ to their own 60uU; andth^tf 
she had been encouraged by her mother 
and several friends in her attaclnnciit lo 
Sorlisi, it did not quite amount to s 
mortal transgression. 

While tiiese huge bodies of divini^ 
thundered forth their decrees, "a slioal (rf 
small writers skirmished on both si^cs. 
The poise of the contest occupied ,46 
attention of all Dresden. 

One Dr. Buhcus, on the part of the 
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S<H'lI$i, proved in form, that there was 
nothing so very scandalous and alarming 
as had been represented, in their mar- 
riage. He shewed, with great modesty, 
that excepting the certain . prospect of 
sterility, they had no peculiar cause of 
4isi$atisfaction, and that other matches, 
^ually objectionable in that respect# 
W|^^ often concluded between persons 
q{ very unequal ages. He also shrewdly 
observed, that no small scandal had been 
giv:en, by the singular discussions in 
which their reverences had indulged ; 
discussions which he considered as snares 
for their consciences, and not highly 
edifying to the public. 

An examination of this paper imm&r 
diately appeared, by an anonymt>us wri- 
ter, who remarked acutely enough, that 
the consent of the parties could not ren-> 
der a compact legal, which was illegal 
in its nature; he proceeded to shew 
^Uogisticallyt that the lady had been 
blinded respecting certain circumstances, 

VOL. II. C 
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by tlie rank and fortune of Sorltsiy and 

that this match wa& certainly brauj^ 

about by the Devil kimself.-^To strength- 

CD bis argument^ he adde the cunout 

story quoted by Dr. Warlon^ m htis Eteay 

on Pope^ respecting the complaints ^ 

a matron against tlie barbarities 'of a 

certain Italian duke; adding^ by way 

of inference, '' huic su^ uxmi — ^phit 

crcdendum, quam nostra Mariai kiei^ 

pertse et nescienti quid distent asra Iu>* 

pinis/' He adds, that it would be htnb 

and uncivil to prefer the fancies of a ntw 

girl, to the unanimous sentiments of aa 

host of bearded civilians. 

Another examiner came forth, who 
might be susi^ected, from his manner, 
to have belonged to the faculty of S&as- 
burg. He declared, that Madame dc 
Sorlisi lived " in statu ix^ccaminoso, scan- 
daloso ct damnabili ;" and gave the most 
odious turn to the pure attachment she 
had manifested. Will it be believedi 
that this furious theologist wished that 



lib k>v«l«i instead of feeiiif maitied, 
' feiad beeff cudgelted out of their mutual 
tfifeottdt^ i' He supported (Ms extrava- 
gMieeb]^ Avft exottiple of Laitheiv who 
«fteiH6 to harfts be^ii fond of usiing the 
'^mgOMiHmm baMlhium wiidi his fri^ends. 
*I^ « 'weU known that he once compelled 
It ^ispu^nt to come into hisr opinion. 
Iky the dextimisr application of a good 
<«udgel ; and the exansiner says, he took 
the same tnietfaod with his maidHServant, 
fijio had been siily enough to faU in 
Idvc, and whdm he thrashed inta a 
severer way of thinking* 

It woal4 have been easfy to have 

>j«plied, that Liither shewed a littb more 

rcompkisance for the tender passion, 

. iprtien he sanctioned the bigamy ef the 

ISecfor, hn patron ; but the retort would 

lunre been ill received at the court of 

DIesden; This terrible doctor, however^ 

fiteralty eaUed out for clubs ; ^^ aid baeu-^ 
kim", ad biElciiium' quo' pruritum exbD* 

C 2 
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A milder adversary, moved by the 
largeness of the fine which SorlisI had 
engaged to pay, doubted whether the 
parties, upon acknowledging the enor- 
mity of their offence, might not be 
suffered to live together as brother and 
sister, a concession which the unfortu- 
nate pair seem to have been at lei^ 
willing to make. But upon setting aside 
the consideration of the money, and 
regarding the scandal and danger likely 
to accrue to the protestant church, from 
such an indulgence, he reluctantly de- 
cided in the negative. 

After wearying the reader with thk 
tedious detail, he will be glad, for moie 
reasons than one, to learn, that in May, 
1668, the Consistory of Leipsic declared 
that the marriage ought to be tolerated, 
and the parties to be freed from any 
farther vexation or prosecution on that 
account. At the same time, the Elector, 
to prevent tlie growth of scandal, ordered 
that this case should not be considered 
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i a precedent, and tliat no future in- 

ulgence of the same kind should be 
ermitted. 
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CHAPTER vm: 

y 

Mr. Shmdy's hypothem qf €lkn^ 
names — Misceltanioui iUuitraHom-^Xim» 
ciuskm. 
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I Think it is lyAubign^ who 

a hctp wrought up by Stsenie ifllit'^i 

chapter, that the States df Switufiml 

proposed the name of Abednego to be 
given to one of the children of Henry !!• 
of France. Sterne transferred the story, 
with his, usual carelessness, to Francis I. 
Burton certainly should have added to 
the happiness of being well-bom, that 
of being well^named; and this super* 
stition has been so common among the 
learned, that I wonder how it escaped 
him* 
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In the general ;tl>eory respiting Chris- 
liaa nani^9 I am persuaded that Sterne 
faaid ki view Montaigne's Essay des Nbmi. 
'* Chaque nation^" says Montaigne, *^ k 
qud[<ques noais qu4 se precinent, je ne 
69ai comiiYent, en mauvatse ptut; et a 
nous, Jean, Guillaun^e^ Benoist*"' Mh 
Shandy has passed a similar condemnor 
tion bn some English names, to Which 
vulgar prejudices are attached. I ant 
iurprised that St^me should have with* 
hdd a stbly which Montaigne has told, 
in support of this faney^ He mentions 
a young matl^ who was reclaimed froihi 
a viery ditsolute course of life, by dis- 
covering that the naai«^ of a prosthute 
whom he went to visits w&s Mary* His 
tefotnnation wai^ so eKetnjilary, that ft 
chapel Was built 6ti the spot where his 
bousd had stood> and on the li^me ground 
was afterwards erected tlie church of our 
iady of Poictiers, *^ Cette corrections'^ 
says he, ** voyelle et auriculaire, devo- 
tieuse, tira droit a Tamei'' it Was Indeed 
a payable hit. 

C 4 
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*' A gentleman, my iieighboitr," pro- 
ceeds tlic veiieniblc Gascon, " prcterriiig 
.. the manners of old times to ours, did not 
, forget to boast ol' the proud and mag- 
niticeiii names of the ancient nobility, 
, such as Oon Grumcdan, Don Quedragan, 
Don Agesilan, or to say that on hearing 
, iliem pronounced, he felt that they must 
be a dilVercnt kind ol" people from Peter, 
'. Giles, and Jacob. 

Another passage contains, I suspect, a 

stroke of satire against tlie Huguenots, 

where he compliments tlicni on their 

, bubdiiing the old names of Charles, Louis, 

and Francis, and peopling the world with 

Methusalenis, Ezekiels,.and Malachifc" . 

It is curious enough, that St. F'lettti 

9 late writer, should adopt,* aad.ttent 

largely of this hypothecs, without.^* 

ferring either to Montaigne or to Stnnfr 

F^squier wrote a whole cfaaptcr^fia 

his Recherckes sur la France^ on -dN. 

* Id the £tu(fea d« U J^^ature,. torn. Ui, . ' . ' 
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fortune attendant on particular names; 
allottted to the French monarchs; but 
MorhofF, who treats gravely of the fata- 
lity of Christian Names, goes much far- 
ther, and asserts, that the evil influence 
of the original name may be corrected 
by assuming another. '* Notarunt non- 
nulli infaustorum nomihum impositione 
fortunam hominum labefactari, eorum imr 
mutatime quoque immularij^ This would 
have been a good quotation for Mr; 
Shandy, at the Visitation. 

On one occasion, Sterne has pressed a 
name into this service to which he had 
no right. *' But who the duce hjus got 
laid down here beside her ? quoth my 
father, pointing with his cane to a large 
tomb — as he walked on — It is St. Optat> 
ar, answered the sacristan — ^And . pro- 
perly is St. Optat placed ! said my 
&ther : and what is St. Qptat*s story ? 
continued he. St. Optat, replied the 

* Morboff. Polybistor. torn. i» p. Il§, § 6, 



nqniDliii, :Wa« » b'ulwp. I tfaqught «« 
lgr;hcmTC<k | ciie^ my ifatb«r, intcirupt- 
uigliiiD— St Optet J him should St Opiat 
ftU?"* Unluckily for all dits good 
laillery, die taunt's name was (^istu^ 
which H quite a di&rcnt affair, unlea 
the wwld should be disposed to admit 
the nnoerity of the rulo episcopari. \i 
Sterne had kvoked into Fasquier. be 
might han fonikd otbpr promising namet, 
nich as St. 0|^itUD«; St. Pretextat, and 
ibveral others; Macluavel too intbmtf 
W, that the first pope who altered iiis 
Mme was Ospurcua ; fae changed it to 
Sei^lHi from htsdislUie of the former; 
but indeed all these citrio^ties are, al 
Diogenes said on anotlicr subject, imi** 
tiii/una lutftHf great marvels fur fools. 

In the present state of knowledge^ il 
would be unpardonable to omit a reinariii 
with which an author like Sterne would 
^ke himself very merry. It relates to 

41 Triftnm Sbudr, wtH. tih. ctu^. SJ. 



the pasaa^s w which Mr^ SbAody treato 
Ui^ iiftme of TRiSTStAH with svch ifldi^: 
nity, and demands of his supposed adfCN 
8ary, *' Whether he had ever remem-? 
bered,—r whether he had ever read^ — or 
whether he had ever lieard tell of a man, 
called Tristram, performing any thing 
gnat or worth recording? — ^No, — ^he 
would tty^io^TRlSTRAM l^-^-The thing is 
inpoiiible ! '^ A student of the hsiwm^ 
able black'letter erudition would have 
trnmphedy inr proclaiming the redoubled 
Sfar Tristniin» Knight of the Rou^d^abler 
and one of the most famous Kfiigbts-i 
^nsMnpoB record. Stcirne might h«ve 
lieplied: 

ff 

Kon scilblt, cqJus Caimina nemo kgH;* 

4qd ind^ hw plea^t herp has no 
rfa()Q)blanc;e, to the preux chevai^r. 

J. have a f^w. obseryatipoa tp add, 
which are quite unconnected with cacljL 
other. Sterne truly resembled Shake* 

• Mavrial^ lib. in 
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speare's Blron^ In the extent of his depre- 
dations from other writers/ for tiie supply 
of Tristram : 

His eye begot occasion for his wit : 
For ev'ry object that the one did catch. 
The other tum'd to a mirth-moving jeat 

Burton furnished the grand magazinei 
but many other books, which felL inci- 
dentally into his hands, were laid under 
contribution. 

I am sorry to deprive Steme of the 
following pretty figure, but justice must 
be done to every one. 

*' In short, my father advanced 

so very slowly with his work,, and I 
began to live and get forward at such a 
rate, that if an event had not happened 
— &€• I verily believe I had put by my 
fatliGr, and left him drawing a sun-dial^ 
for no better purpose than to be buried 
under ground."* 

* Tris: Shandy, toI. y. chap. JQ. 
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Donne concludes bis poem entitled 
The Wiil> with this very thought : 

And all your graces no more use shall have 
Than a sun*dial in a grave^ 

~I must also notice a remarkable pla^ 
giarism, in the character of Yorick, 
vol. i. chapter xii. " When, to gratify 
*' a private appetite, it is once resolved 
*• upon, that an innocent and an help- 
'* less creature $hall be sacrificed, 'tis an 
easy matter to pick up sticks enow 
from any thicket wliere it has strayed, 
*' to make a fire to t^flfer it lip with." 
This is taken, almost verbattfti, fr<mi 

the BACONIANA. 

'' I have said that Sterne took the hint 
of bis marbled pages either from Swift, 
OT the author of Gral^iel John/ ijuvtquU 
Juit ilk. There is no great merit in his 
mourning pages for Yorick, which are 
little superior, in point of invention, .to 
the black borders of a hawker's elegy, 
yet even here an original genius has 
anticipated him. 
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Every one knoifi^s the Mack fMgM in 
Tristram Shandy ; that of prior ddie is f6 
be found in Dr. Fliidd's Utriusfue cosmi 
HUtoria^^ and is emblematic ef the 
chaos. Fludd was a man of extensive 
erudition, and considerable observatioOf 
but his fancy, naturally vigorous, was 
fermented and depraved, by astrological 
and cabbalistic researches. It will afibid 
a proof of his strange fancies, and at the 
^me time dp away all suspicion of Sterne 
in this instance, to quote the ludicrous 
coincidence mentioned by Morboff, be- 
tween himself and this author. '' Co|^- 
tandi modum in nobis et speculationis 
illas rationum, mirific^ quodam in loco, 
videlicet in libro de mysiica cerebri ana- 
tome [Fluddius] ol> oculos ponit. Solent 
ab anatomicis illic delineari genitalia 
membra, utriusque sexus^ quod processus 
quidam ct sinus, eum in modum figurati 
sunt. Hie Fluddius invenit, non quod 
pucri in faba, illic dicit gencrari cogita: 

* Pagc2C. 
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tiones ; quod mihi mirum visum est, cum 
ego aliqua^da joculare carmen de ente 
TMtioTm scriberem, et, ferente ka genio 
carminis, joci gratia finxisgem, itlic ge* 
nerari entia rationls^ postea cum iocidi 
in istud Fluddii, quod ne somniando 
quidem cogitaveramy invenisse me, serio 
hasc asseri a Fluddio."* 

I am not acquainted with the founda^ 
tion of the curious passages respecting 
the possibility of baptizing infants m 
utero^^ but I find that Mauriceau adverts 
to the circumstance, in his attack on the 
Gcesarean operation : " il n* y a pas d* oc- 
casions ou on nd puisse bien donner le 
Baptdme h, V enfant, durant qu' il est 
encore au ventre de la mere, estant facile 
de porter de V eau nette par le moyen 
du canon d' unc seringue jusques sur 
quelque partie de son corps*' — He then 
obviates a difficulty unthougbt of by 
Sterne's doctors; which persuades nuv 

* Morfaoff. Polyhist. Philos* lib. ii. p. \, cap« 15. 
f Tristram Sbandy« to1« i. chap, xx, 
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thai lliis [lassage of Maunccau liad ni 
occurred to Mm — ** et il seroit .inutile 
d' allcguer que 1' eau n' y peut pas etre 
conduite, a cause que 1' enfant est en- 
velop^ de lies membranes, qui en era- 
p6chent ; car ne s9ait-on pas qu' on les 
peut rompre trcs aist^meut, en cas qu' ellcs 
nc le fiissent pas, api-es quoi on peut 
toucher c'tTectivement son corps."* 

Tliis writer has also mentioned the 
mischievous eiVcCt of strong pressure, 
applied to ilie heads of very young chil- 
dren; vvliich is connected with another 
lljcory that Sterne has diverted bimscll' 
with. I have not met with the original 
of it in my reading, but will give 1 
passage from Bulwcr's Anlhropouietamor* 
phosis, analogous to Mauriccau's.-^ 

* IMauric, MnladicR des Femmes Grosses, p. 347, 
(«dit. 3me. 4to. I681-] 

f I kjiew a genlleman ivho had divers sons, and tfi» 
oiidK'ives and iiuvseB nith lieadbandR and ttrukinga toA 
so altered the natural mould of thtir htad:!, that ihay 
provH i-liildrpn of a very weak understanding, ila 
la?t son (inly, iijion advice given l^ini, had no resiraint 
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-n (There is one passage in the seventh 
volume> wl^ich the circumstances of 
St«!ne's death render pathetic. A be- 
liever in the doctrine . of pre-sentiment 
would think it a prop to his tbeor3r. It 
is as striking as Swift's digression oil 
laadness^ ip the Tale of a Tub. 
is:'^ Was I in a :CQnditi(Hi to, stipulate 
wUh Death . . ■ ■ ! should certainly declare 
against submitting to it foefom my friends^ 
^nd therefore. I iiiever seriously, think 
upouvthe mode and manner of this.gneat 
catastrophe, which generally t^es up 
and torments my thoughts as much as 
the cata^ophe itskU, but I constahlly 
draw the curtain across it with this. wisli^ 

■ 

that thQ Disposer . of all things may so. 
ordqr it; ^that it happen not to nie in my 
owil houset^but rather in some decent 

imposed ap<9l the natural growth of hig head, but was 

leftVfree'from thfe coercive power of headbands and 

6iji^ ttttfficial vMidiicet -whose head, althbirgh U wer« 

bigger, yet he had more wit and understanding than 

tliemalL>r' 

Artificial. Chmigcling, p. 42. ; 

Vol. II. t) 
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-At home^-r-I know it^-?— the: oon* 



inn — 

oern of my friends^ and the last serriim 
of wiping my bro\w and smoothing my 
pillow, will so crucify my souli that t 
sliall die of a distemper, which my pbjf^ 
sician is not aware of: but in an inn, 
the few cold offices I wanted, would be 
purchfised with a few guinea^ and paid 
me with, an undisturbed* but*, puhctiirti 
attention." It is known that Sterne dled^ 
in hired lodgings, andil have -bMn'tokif 
that his attendants, robbed : him^^eron ^ 
his. gold sleev64n(tton9, while be wa9 
expiring*. 

Yet a paragraph in Burnet*s History of 
his own Times lias been pointed out, in a 
[periodical work,* from which both the 
sentiments and expressions of Stetfne, in 
this passage^ were certainly taken » This 
appears to mc one of the most curious 
detections of his Imitations; but 1 shall 
not bo surprised if many odiers,. eqw^Ily. 



* Gcutlcmau's Magazine, for June, 1798^ uad^ 
the signature of R. F. 
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unexpected^ should be noticed hereafter 
The extract from Burnet foliowfi : 

^^ He |]Anchbi8hop Leighton] used 
often to say, that if he weKe to choose a 
place to die in, it should be an inn ; it 
looking like a pHgriint-s going home^ 
to whom tliis world was all a^* an inn, and 
who was weary of the noise and confusion 
in it* He added, that the officious ten- 
derness and care of frieads was an entan- 
glement to a dying man ; and that the 
imconcerned attendai&ce of those that 
c6uld be procured in such a place, would 
give less disturbance." * 
. The real source of this thought, how- 
ever, is in the Cato of Cicero : " Ex vit* 
ista diacedo, tadquam hospitio, non tan- 
quam ^^ domo : commoraildi enim na- 
tuiA' diversorium nobis dedit, hon habi- 
tfoidi locum/' 

. Stetmehas amused bimself with a pane- 
gyric on the literary benefits of shaving : 
** I i^aintaiti it, the conceits of a rough- 

* Vol. ii. p. 259, 8vo. 
D 2 
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bearded man are seven years more terse 
and juvenile tor one single operation; 
and if they did not run a risk of . being 
shaved quite away, might be carried up,- 
by continual sliavings, to the very highest 
pitch of sublimity/'* It is an honour 
to think like great men ; upon this occa- 
sion, I must introduce Sterne to no lc» 
a |M!rsonage than the Macedonian hero. 
Before one of Alexander's battles, P^r- 
mcnio presented himself^ to give an 
account of his aiTangements, and t» 
enquire whether any thing remained to 
be done : nothing, said Alexander, but 
thr.t the men should shave. SHAVE ! 
cried Parmcnio: yes, replied the Prince; 
do you not consider what a handle a 
long beard altbrds to the enemy ?-!• 

Peter 1. of Russia gave the clearest 
proof that he reckoned the custom of 
shaving essential to the progress of civili- 

* Tristram Shandy, vol* ix. chap, 13. 
t Barbat. de Barbigeuio, in Dornavius's AmphU 
theatrum Sap lent iie* 
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zation : it is pity tliat Sterne did not 
quote this convincing historical example. 
Horace, too, sderris to have thought that 
his philosopher would' have reasoned 
better without his beard : 



— — Bi te, Damasippe, Deaeque 
Venim ob consilium dopent tonsore f 



_^ t 



' f IVlemoires particuliers relatif a rhistoire de prance, 
liome 5 ieme. 

" : Memoires de Pierre' de Fenin, p- 453. 

. II, s'en Tint done jnsques d. Sens ou il niit le siege 
tMt autour^ et leur fit signifier qu'ils rendis$ent Ja 
Ville an Roy Charles: mais ils n'en voulurent rien 
fiure. Dedans estoit de ia part du Dauphin le Seigneur 
de Boutonvilliers d tout environ trois cens combatans. 
JA fut le roy Charles, le roy Henri, & le Due de 
Bourgongne sept jours arant quails voulussent parlc- 
menter : mais quand ils vireint qu^il y avoit si grande 
puissance, & qu'ils n' auroient aueune secours^ ils vou- 
lurent trouver leur Traite ; partant le roy Henri envoya 
Comuaille parler a eux- Quand le dit Comuaille (qui 
bien apper^eut qu'ils etoient en danger) fiit venu asses 
pres de la porte pour parler a eux, il Tint 4 lui ua 
gentil-homme qui avoit grande barbe^ mais quand 
Comuaille le vid, il lui dit, qu'il ne parleroit point d 
l^g^il »' avoit sa harbe mieui faite, Sf que ce n' etoit 
poiBi ^a g^Me Sf coustume des Anglois, Cola fit qu 'aussitol 
icelui alia faire sa barbe, puis revint vers le dit Cor- 
naaille : et \i parlerent tant que le Traite fut^ait. 

D 3 
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The plan of the Sentimental Journey 
seems to have been taken from the little 
French pieces, which have had svob 
celebrity; the Voyage of Chapelle and 
Bachaumont, and the Voyage of Fontaine; 
the merit of which consists in making 
trifles considerable. The only material 
difference between Sterne's pleasant frag- 
ment and these, consists in the want <tf 
verse. The French sentimental tours are 
enlivened by rhymes of great variety, 
and Sterne would perhaps have imitated 
them in this respect, if he could have 
written poetry. 

There is one French writer, whom 
Sterne seems to have imitated ; it is 
Marivaux, whose style, according to 
D'Alembert, is much more popular in 
England than in his own country. From 
him and Crebillon, I think, Sterne learnt 
to practise what Quintilian had made a 
precept : Minus est TOTUM dicere qqam 
OMNIA. With genius enough for the 
attempt^ one has frequently failed in 
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producing pleasure by tlie length of his 
d^pessions^ and the other l>y laEffecdiiig al 
feccettive rdfinem3i](t and antibiguity id 
'ilk ikiigaage. Les bans dcrk>ains du deck 
id Lmiis XIV. say 6 Voltaire, dnt tu de tu 
fsrtt^ aiij6Wd! hui on therche de cohttn'^ 
iSms. Out Own writers are not free frbift 
this error ; aud it would not be un^r- 
iStkj thsir consideration, that a sentence, 

• ■ • • 

ii¥hich is 80 much refined ss to 'admit <St 
. several different senses, may perhl&ps Itave 
tio direct claim to any s6n^.^ Stetrne 
. has seldonfi indulged these lapses, for 
which he was prc^bly ind<6bted to Uie 
buoyant force of Burton*^ fittn Old- 
English sinews. 

* Maynard p]Bts ibis Teiy weHt 

Moo ami» chaflse bien lojja 
Cette noire rhetorique. 
' Tes oavrages ont beaoio 
V un deyia qui les eacpliqig^. 
Si ten esprit Teat cacher 
Les belles cboses qa'il penset 
Di-moi* qui peat t' emp^bfer 
t>e te senrir da silojct ? 

D4 
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Whoever will Like the trouble of ^ com* 

■ 

{)^ruig Sterne's Dialogue with his own 
t^'clings, in the Sentimental Journey.* 
to that of Jacob with his Avarice wd hk 
Honour, in the first part of the. PaysaA 
Parvenu, will perceive a neae x^sem- 
blancc. It would be cruel to insert the 
French declamation. A shorter passage 
Irom the same work will shew that the 
Shandean manner is very similar to that 
ofMarivaux. 

Le Dirccteur avoit laisse parlor l' aine^ 
sans V interromprc, & sembloit memo un 
peu plqu6 do V obstination de 1' autre, 

Prenant pourtaut un air ti'anquille at 
bcnin : ma cherc Demoiselle, ecoutez 
moi, dit il i\ cctto cadctte; vous savez 
avec quelle affection particulierc je vous 
donne mcs conseils a toutcs deux. 

* Compare also the first Conversation with Me. 
Freval, in the Paysan Parvenu, with a scene in the 
Sentimental Journey. Bayle, too, furnished Sterne 
with some hints, which Mr. Jackson of Exeter has 
noticed, in his Four Ages* 1 he preceding part of this 
book was printed, before I saw Mr- Jackson's work. 



f dient, partag^, de &9oh qXie la Cadett6 
ei£' avoit pour l6 moms les trois qtikrts Si 
deo^i pour elk; et ce ne fut memc qud 
]^fydflection sifbite^ qu'il en Connate 
reste\{^*r ain6e.* 

f The admirable story of Uncle Toby 
and. the Fly,-|- which Sterne applied to 
the comparatively mild Reviewers of his 
^iry; contains a Strang coincidence With 
a [iassage in^ th6 Entretims of Balzac. 
•^ **Gr6— go, poor devil," quoth he— ^ 
ff^t thee .goiie" — v^rhy should I hurt 
*^ thee ? This^worid is surely wide enough, 
f^ to hold both thee and mc." 

A ^ ^l>ravez vous point oui parler,'* says 
Balzac, '^ de ce Moucheron qui entrd 
'* 'dans roeii du Roi Jacques d' Angfeteitci 
f^ uo jour.qu' il etoit a la Chasse. Au^ 
'< sltot r impatience prit le Roi, il des^ 
*^ cekidit de Cheval en jurant, (ce qui 
^' lut etoit assez ordinaire) il s'appella 

* PaysaA Parvoiu* partie 2mi^ 

t Tristram Shandy, rol. Hi* chap. ir. 



^ ffiitlhetiitraxp; il api^Ua iim)let{t le Mou- 
^'ohet0n» ^ ^ai adiiessant sa paralep 
** jnccfjiant animal, iMrdltri^, n'est ce pas 
^* asset de trois grands Moyaumes que Jt U 
f* laUse pour ie premtiser^ sans qu'U faMk 
** que tu ie viennes hger dans mes yeuxf* 
Sterne is, {)erhaps, the only Tmter who 
has spoken with due praise of the plea* 
sure to be derived £rom fish-ponds; £at 
the Archbishop, Dubravius^ who pub^ 
Kshed a qfuarto volume, de Pisdnisy has 
taken tlie matter so ooaipletdy for 
granted, that he has not onee adverted 
to it. '' There is sonsbething. Sir/' sys 
Sterne, " in fisfa-ponds-^but what it is 
I leave to system-builders and fish-pond 
diggf^^ betwixt 'em to find out**-*biit 
there is Bometfauig^ under the first 
disorderly transport of humour^ so 
^ unaccountably becalming in an orderiy 
^ and a sober v^k towards one of thenif 
^ that I have often wondered that neither 

* Memoires de Littcralure ptr Saltoa^, lorn, i* 
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'* Pythagoras, nor Plato, nor Soh)n, nor 
^* tycurgiis, nof Mahomet, nor any of 

•' your noted law-giv:ers, ewr gave any 
" order about them.*'* 

The following verses, taken from 
Canew's Survey of Cornwall, as published 
by tjcwd Dumtanville, though not rcry 
poetical, may be» to wme readei^, an 
agreeable comjg^nta^y on this p^sagc. 

I wait not at thp lawyer's gate» 
Ne shoulder cH^ners down the stairs 
I rauntnot manhood by debates^ 
I envy not the miser*9 fears* 

But Bimo w state, and cal» in sprite. 

My fishful pond is my delight. 

Where equal distant island views. 
His forced hanks* and otter's cage. 
Whore aalt and -fresh the poei renews, 

As spring «^ drongbt ioorease or /rnigib 
Wbov boat presents his ;ienric0 pcesl^ 
And net becomes the fishos nest. 

Where sucking millet, swallowing basse. 
Side-walking crab, wry-mouthed filouk. 
And sUp-fist eel, as evenings pais. 
For safe bait at due place do look. 

Bold to approach, quick to espy. 

Greedy to catch, ready to fly. 

^ Tristram Shandy, toI. it. chap, xrii. 
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In \»» the tap, in cold the deep. 
In ipring tlic mouth ihc mLds in neap, 
with (-hangrl<-s« change by shoals thy keep, 
Fat. fruitfiil, Teaiy, hat ant cheap. 

Thus incikn in state and calm in ^rit« 

My fisliliil pond is my delight. 



thave thus put the reader in 
of every obseiTatlon respecting this agi 
able author,* which Itwould be import; 
or -proper to communicate. It" his oi* 
uion of Sterne's learning and originality^ 
be lessened by the perusal, he must, a 
least, admire llie dexterity and the gooi 
taste with which he has incorporated i| 
his work so many passages, written witj 
very different views by their respective 
authors. It was evidently Sterne's pur- 
pose to make a pleasant, saleable book, 
couie que coulc ; and after taking liis 
general plan from some of tlie older 

* I have seen some anecdotes of Sterne, in tte' 

European Magazine, in which Madame de L ■ 

mentioned in tbe Sentimental Journey, v/zs said to br 

Madame de L^mberti, and the Count de B , the 

Count de Brctueil ; upon what authority I do not' 
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French writers, and from Burton, he 
made prize of all the good thoughts that 
came in his way. 

: Voltaire has compared the merits of 
Rabelais and Sterne, as <^iibtirists of the 
abuse of learning, and, t 'think, has done 
neither of them justice. ; Tiiis great dis- 
tinction is obvious ; that Rabelais derided 
absurdities then existing in full force, 
and intermingled much sterling sense 
with the grossest parts of his book ; 
Sterne, on the contnuy, laughs^at many 
exploded opinions, and forsaken too- 
Ic^ries, and contrives to degiade some of 
his most solemn passages by a vicious 
levity. Rabelais flew a higher pitcb,^ 
too, than Sterne. Great part of the 
voyage to the Pays de Lantemois/^ whicl\ 
8p severely stigmatizes the vices of the 
Romish clergy of that age, was per- 

* I do not recollect to have seen it observed by 
fiabelais's Commentators, that this name, as well m 
the plan of the Satire, is imitated from Luciaa\ TVn^ 
History. Lucian^s town is called Lychnopolis. ' 
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{QSmcd in mare hazard of^'^ 

Tlie follies of the learned may as jusll] 
be corrected, as the vices of hypocrites 
but for the former, ridicule is a sufficien 
punishment. Hidicuie is even mofl 
clTcctual to this purpose, as well as mon 
agreeable than scurrility, which is geoe 
rally prelerred, notwithstanding, by Hit 
learned themselves in their contest, be 
cause iingeir seizes the readiest wedpoDs ; 

Jomque faces et saxa volant j furor arms iniiiistrat : 

And where a little extraoi'dinary powci 
has accidentally been lodged in the handi 
of disputants, they have not scrupled U 
employ the most cogent methods oi 
convincing their adversaries. Dionysiu! 
the younger sent those critics who dis 
liked his verses, to work in die quarries;* 
and there was a ])leasant tyrant, men 
tioned by Horace, who obliged his defi 
dent debtors to hear him read Jiis owi 
compositions, (miaras historias, by wa' 



0i comfttutatiotiv thy- iix>th\tig ofi fllttf 
i^h^y fakb^ 6f prifc^ ^n<| gii»,^? m4f4( 

iht strong cudgel wMk whieb ^ I^ 
tfirmiiiatcd) - a /thec^gfioal Idispute^' 9s . ^ 
4^re .to avaid religiOMd Aontr^cw^. : Buft 
itrJi9rifPP998tbite, j op tblir^ul^'ecV Us^Amg^ 

«£'tk$ 4iPlimidabjy& »6«:tle£ Hoploirnadiiafitsi/ 
^boiii^Mght.eMrj^ daDr^iar iui scHneii m 
JRsris, ,alber willi sxmnd or/fist, .in 'defence 
oft 'Us ^sichrintsi iia amni atsbili^f^ : TIms 
imprisonment of GiiBlied^ and the ex^ 
ample of Jordano Bruno, burnt alive for 
asserting the plurality of. worlds^-f* among 
other disgraceful instances, shew that 
laughter is the best crisis of an ardent 
dbputation. 

^ The talents for so delicate an office as 
that of a literary censor, are too great 
and numerous to be often assembled in 

* Jan. Nic. Erythrse. Pinacothec. 

f Brncker. His. Critic Pbilosoph. torn. r. p. 2S» 
29, The fiunous Scioppius publishtd a shocking letter 
#f exultalion on this exccinion. 
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vm p«W»«<: Rabelais wonted decency^ 
Steme learning, and Voltaire fideli^.' 
Lucian alone supfwited tlie characteC 
properl)', in ihosc pieces which appear 
tt>ibe- jUEtly ascribed to liim. As 'Hie- 
_ aa^owuess of ^rty yet infests; plulo^ 
sbpliy, a writer with his qualificatio»& 
would still do good service m the cause 
of truth. For wit and good sense united, 
Huiinijifaim .they eminently wer^ , can 
aUtack flotbiag success&illy which oughf 
not to.be>teiufn|l^ to 

y'.tintiL f','>I.«ho« 'Jo _ 

Lv.>tij;j2nf hi 

o.U "^ 

■■•jL.'.:ia'-'>t 
.Li ;.'JT 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 

to the 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF STERNE; 



Note 1, page 10. 

*rhe following extract from the Pieces Iniereuanta 
ti pen cormues, p. 190, may serve in place <^ a whole 
history. 

^' II y a un fait assez curieux, trds-sur et pen conno, 
an sujet du collier de I' ordt^ du S, Esprit : la devotion 
s' allioit autrefois avec le plus grand d^bordement des 
Bioears, et la mode n' en est pas absolument passee. 

Le motif public de Henri in. en instituant V ord»'e 
du Saint'Esprit, fat la defense de la catholicity, par 
tine association de seigneurs qui ambitionneroient d' y 
entrer. 

Le voeu secret fiit d' en faire hommage d sa zKBur 
Marguerite de Valois, qu' il aimoit plus que fratemel- 
lement. 

Le S* Esprit est le symbole de 1 'amour les ornemens 
da collier etoient les Monograoimes de Jdarguerite et 

VOL. II. E 
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de Henri, s^pares alternativement par un autre Mono- 
gramme sy mbolique, compose d' ui fphi et d' un } ddta 
joinU ensemble ; f^ auquel on foisoit signifier Jidelt^ 
pour Jidelta en Italien^ etjideliie en Francois* Henri it, 
instruit de ce mystere, changea le collier par delibera* 
tion au chapiire du 7 JaihVier l397« ^ 'rempla^ a par 
deux trophees d' armes, le f et le Monogramme d« 
Marguerite. J' en ai vu tes preuves non suspectes.'' 

DucloSj who was the collector of these -curious anec- 
dotes, is tei^ high addioilty, lut tbe^frtith «f this &ct 
appears from other proof. In Segae's Honor MUiiark 
if Civil, published in 1602, is a full-length portrait of 
Henry iv. in the habit of the order, and the mysteriooi 
symbols appear most distinctly, not only on the collar^ 
but embroidered^ of a very large size, round the robe. 

Note H. pa^ 52 

. ' • ■: 

Eachard's works are now in the hands of few permi* 

It will be interesting however to his admirers, to men- 
tion, that a complete outline of the Grounds and Causa 
of the Contempt of the Clergy may be found in Burton, 
in the section entitled. Study a Cause qf MelanMif, 
from p. 81 to 87. 

Note TIL page 70. 

The French translator of Tristram Shandy, whe 
knew nothing of Burton, confesses himself slriangelf 
puzzled with the fragment on Whiskers. ** Vavnemff^ 
il a voulu eclaircir ce chapitre par des recherches kit- 
toriqucs ; le^ seul fimt de ses peines a ete de trouvcr que 
Miles, Reboiirs et la Fosseuse sont citees dans plttsieurt 



iivret'i ^noUunmoH d^m les memdires de Marguenre de 
VaJoi^xomme -maftreasee de Henti IV, Stuant au Ouibl, 
tlfuroneUe, ikUiareile, Sfc. ifv. ie kdsard. lesfuiaqffertes 
dans la nombi'euse liste des'temoins entendue {lu -procis 
dc Girard if *iia Cadiere.'' 

'It ^oold- harre diverted Stcm6 extremely, fo hav^ 
seen a Frenchman seeking to illustrate his lucubrations, 
by Mstoricdd researches. 

Ample notice is taken of X^ Fosseuse^ ii| the Memoirs 
of the Queen of j^a^arre, (Writt^u by h^raeif ; a book, 
which, independant of the elegance , of -its style, is 
recommended by many curious anecdotes, and a dis- 
play of talenta )yort,hy of better direction. 

W$ find Rebour^, as well a3 La Fossease, also, men- 
tioiie^ Ui-the Co-nfessior^ de Sancy» and as much.isfor- 
mation respec^g the,iQ# as cpfild be lyished, is added 
in \J Etoile's. notes. , 

RebourB is mentioned by Bj^antome. . The source of 
^.pther names ppinted outby the translajtor is su0t.- 
cien^ly prpbable- 

NoteJV. page 82. 

i»r.>I'>haTe mentkNied," in anothef winrk, the practice 
MMMi general ^en ^the contineoit, <)f 'destroying dying 
p«*mw>byvi^leBtJy' polling away the' pillows from 
beneath their heads. There \s a treatise on this strbject 
preaerved by Valentini, written with a degree of pomp 
and afiFectation, which equally defies a serious perusal, 
and the pQV^jBf of. burlesque. \The aiUlior first disputes 
concerning the definition of a pillow ; and after a great 
ieid'^ erudMont; gives the following : Est aliquid sup- 
9MlM»i €tipiHn^^$n»'»ubU9andi gr^tfa ^dinvenium. In 
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the next section comet the etymology, lest the reader 
should still be uncertain concerning the meaiung of the 
word pillow. Here puhinar b very natural Ijr deduce^ 
from polula, a foot-balU and it follows, like a chain, 
thatpo/tf/a comes from bulbtu, a root. We may apply 
the French epigram of De Cailly to this sort of dcri* 
vation : 

A(fana vient d' Equui, sans doate ; 
Mais il faut avouer aussi, * 

Qvl' en venant de la josqu* ici 
11 sL bicn chang^ sur la route. 

As if all this precision were not sufficient, another 
definition follows, of the component matter of a pillow. 

Hoc est puhinar, seu lectut capitis brevior, hoe at 
omne id quod ad ejus elevationem et erectionem adhibetur, 
sive ex plunus vel slramentis constet, aut alia comMwdM 
pro persona ac loci conditiofte materia. The aathor 
concludes with this severe commination against these 
pillow-jerkers: quoddum ita contra conscientiam rect(Mi 
Deique ac legum voluntatenh agant, se privent an'mi 
tranquilUtate^ simufque peccatis exponant gravissimis, 
unde Deuin scelcru?n horum vindicem severum habetut 
inetuendiun. Id ergo nefiat, cavenda hcec solicite omiii' 
bus est cervicularum siibductio, tit per se iUicita et in- 
justa, Si'c, 

Note r. 

Bruscambilk's Prologue on Noses, 

Or Messieurs, puisque nous sommes sur la matiere 
des nez, ne laissoiu pas uu beau champs sans le cultiver: 
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ie proverbe si commun en France de dire voili qui n'a 
pmt de nez nous y senrira beaucoup ; c' est une maniere 
jd% parier commune i tout le nionde> & dont onse sert 
Irequemment g^ vous prends vous m^mes d temoins^ 
-Measieurs/ n' ett-il pas vrai que quand on yeut meprisec 
qoelque chose on se sert ordiaairement de ce proverbe i 
f i par example lin homme commie moi qui ne iuis pas 
des plus habiles en tout gelire^ hazarde parmi le public 
^uelque oeu^re ou discours imparfait comme celui que 
^* ai presentement en bouche, ne dira-t^n pas en i^ 
jn^prisant. Toild qui n' a point de nez* . 

On en ponrra dire autant d' un peintre, d' un orfevre« 
4e I' auteur d' un pitoyable livre^ & general ement de 
itoute sorte de choses qui ne seroit pas dans le go(^t d^ 
Messieurs qui se qualiftent 4u nez iin ; de maniere qu' A 
leor sentiment tout ce qui n' a point de nez est mepris- 
ttble & ne in^rite pas de Toir le jour. £t c^est la 
jaison pourquoi 1' on cache ordinairement le cul comme 
jitaot , un vi^ge qui n' a point de nez ; & an contraire 
la.fiice est toiyoura decouverte a cause qu' il y a dans lb 
milieu ul> nez; un Jhomme sans nez est rejette det 
ffBaKQes. Le phisionomiste Albert le grand; aussi hied 
^ile le savant Trismegiste, di9eQt que les femmea 
Mtunent Ie& gnknds nez nobles & de bonne race, les 
m^iocres de c^ntentement h les petits de bon appefeit, 
Sooveiit les grands arbres plantes en bonne terre fructir 
fbiM^ noblement. 

S9avez*vou8, Messieurs, pourquoi le se:te femiain 
n'est pas si bien pourvik de nez que le masculin? 
U on tient & V on assure que c' est- i cause du pea 
df' ^tat que la curieuse Pandora fit de V Ordonnance de 
JilfNitef, lequel lui ayant baifle la boete od ctoient 
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renfermcK lo<is les maltreurt & infortunes, avec defeme | 
cxprme de I' ouviir, ceitc miacnble curieuRs fSit si bit I 
teotec, qu« Jupiter n' ebt pas pl&l6t le cut UttHWt, ' 
qu' «lle eiit t« net dodaoB : je voti que voas riez de { 
' cette es press ion. Messieurs, nc Tons imagiBes paa qK 
|c reulledire qoe PaDilore eAt mis Ic nee dana le COt 
de Jupiteri siis.siIot iju' il »' en tut alle, cette exprenioA 
«c]uivoque uimbe sur la boeie fatnle dam lai^tKlleM 
Curiosite Js porta i y metlre s<») net, c' sst-i-dire, i y 
regard er contre la dflfenfie de Jiipiter. De quoi cetic 
(iiviniti! elant indign^e^ permit que Im malheurs, dis- 
graces St infortanes renfermes dans cette boete, s« 
re^andiaaont impitoyablemeiit sur la terre : et voili wt 
echantillon de I' obligation que nous arona vtx femiiKi 
qiU veulettt fourrcr leur nez par tout. 

Je n' entreprend point de fnire ici unc ample descrip- i 
lion dea diSerens nez avec les proprietez singulieres q« ' 
teUrsont snnexeesjj'en diroUpeutfitre trop de!i graiidi ■ 
nes nu prejudice des nei m^diocres, de« petits attt m 
df'-t nez coftiiii. .dr* nez pinii ft. autrea de toiile sort* i 
d' espece, je me cmitenle dedire (]iA les grUn4s nU Ml 
bexumiip d' araatage wir lea pMiu pwr ie« 6deun 4MI 
ils-MRt r orgami natnret> d' »Uatit(]a^ par twa cti^aeitt 
pltis etcTtdae Hi peuvent recvvoir pluade T^qwurft odefi* 
C^NntcB Sc que callasqui mbntent^ bas en hftat tlMt 
p«uv*bt maim ^chapper^'^m pctils nes : n an iMIi 
Messieurs, si c' est quelque chose de beta, <de both A 
to&HAii, ifavaritageax en tout genre d' »mir da ttei, 
il le doit ^le encore phia i' avoir du grand nea ; x» 
hommequra du nez sent touted chofe3> cetui qui e'k 
point.ds nes ac'se sent pes xoi-tnfene ; le-ncadiMenw 
test acDtenre comme I' csil tbs. cooleuis, V (|v«ugto fMHt ' 
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juger des senteurs, & les Tents du Pais-Bas qui soufTent 
a la sourdine dans ses chausses sont decouvertes par 
y experience de son nez. Je finis. Messieurs^ en yout 
dtsant que si j' avois un pied de nez davantage« je ferois 
un di<«cours qui auroit plus de nez ; & je crains que 
quelque medisant ne vienne ici critiquer sur ce mien 
verbiage & ne publie d mon deshonneur & au yotre, 
qne vous ^tes des idiots de yous laiser ainsr mener par 
^nez* 
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!y, wid lO' hia nodlng brings tM 
A ipkk ind judgment e(|Dal or superior, 
(And ifby he brin^ vrb4 qeqd ^«I|ewb«reM£ 
UMOTtan and oiiEetlted st'dl reuKtins, 
De^ Ten'il iu book£ ^od ^tiallaw ^l hiniselE 
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N die various fortunes of opinions, 
t opiay be observed, that when a tenet 
fap{)en$ to be refuted^ after having 
laiined for a time implicit belief^ eveiy 
ne begins to wonder that it should have 
oquired any credit. This is the' progress 
f wfa^t ^hafi been called philosophical 
rutb, than whicE nothing is more abso- 
lite during its reign, and nothing but 
i£femore transitory in its duration/ There 
1^ this great difference between the extino 
Lon of opinions ^iid that, of men, that 
be former lose their characters with their 
xistence, while the ^ latter generally 
Increase their estimation by dying; .for 



OF CERTAIN 
excepting an epitaph on the Pineal gland, 
which was written after physiologists had 
degraded it from the seat of the soul, X 
recollect no example of gratitude to a 
decayed theory. 

Every age cherishes its favourite errors, 
which serve to divert the succeeding, 
generation. We ridicule our predecesson 
lor their belief in the fiery sphere of 
Aristotle, or the vortices of I>escaite% 
without reflecting, that some of our prft 
sent opinions may afl'ord equal subjest, 
of derision to posterity. Why does tbs 
' lustory of opinions contain such. a list a£ 
errOTs and falsehoods, but because moB 
have so long mistaken their Conjectural 
concerning facts, tor lacis themselves! i 
Much of this evil has certainly pro- 
ceeded from undue deference to authi> 
ritice. Authoi-a liavc believed asseitiom 
williout enquiry i and might well bt 
expected to assign ridiculous causai 
when they engaged to account ibr.evena 
that never existed, .iii, i.jhI -jgi-nim 
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I have been led into this train of re- 
jection, by trying to discover the true 
jR>undations,. on which the existence of 
'Some monstix)us varieties of our sipecies 
has beei\ supposed^ Every philosppiiical 
f^ader is acqtrainted with the theory of 
-LQtd Monbpddo on this subject, on 
which Mr. Tooke has bestowed such 
loasterly satire, that we may justly apply 
to the author of the E!ara«=lXw^wrr«, what 
Jyfilton has $aid of Tasso, in his Mansus^ 
though in a different i^nse : 

aeternis inscripsit nomina chartis* 



ri ■ • 



'I expected to have found the clue to 
pfhis romance of philosophy, in L'mnaeus^s 
JSystema l^utUf-a^, because be has men- 
tioned,, uqder .the^ genus, JBTomo, ..^e 
.iraneUes of .thjE; Homo Troglodytes, or 
pygmy, and the Homo Caudatus, . the 
'fOSOi with a. tail (Lord Monboddo's pa- 
triarch) ; but the greater number of 
authorities has occurred to me iu casual 
reading;. 



■ -Homer is the fii-st author who mention^ 
tte pygniies, and is cU«d as tbe chief* 
the opinion, by all writers on thissubjtt*. 
The Trojans, says he, moved on to i^itlt' 
With shouts and acclamations, like the J 
iHnse ol" the cranes, when f bey fly screanj. ; 
ftjg over the ocean, bearing slauglitAf' 
MM death to the pygmies : 

. ^ 'Hj/Tt irep «^P)-yM ytpamm wtXfi apavik npo., 
.. . . AW ixEi »v x^V""'"' fifov Mat aSka^aTov ofiSpm 
KMwS tiwVe ■Jfitonm, ir 'Hiaama poami, 
'Av^poffi Xiuvitattiai Ifim* nau lApa ^fitnu,* *\ 

Aristotle delivers their history as an 

indubitable truth. " 11 is not fabulous, 

but certain, that a diminutive race -rf 

men, and it is s^d o^fior^es, •raal^; 

Hying in caverns, whetic6tti«|f take >^ 

name of Troglodytes.' TJieyigbt «tM 

cranes."-!- .■ ■X.'i 

But^t was not enough with the cAdtt 

•-■■ J- 6 : ;.•-., m, 

• •l!iad;T.- • ■-..-'■. 'I yi::.- ftiji 

■f Hifltor, Anim^. lib. viit. cap, xi& ''''•'■>'' 



naiMiValis^s, to shcrteh ^ W^e h»ioii to 
three spans, or to oblige men 



•per Arenas 



Candaram longos sinaatim ducefe tractus ^ 

btit tbt specites Wts 'to1rtur0d into in^oie 
^fttiita^c sSiiipes than ate to be found ta 
HUhle Tietuptatkm df ^. An&votiy. These 
'thmsfigutations rest b6fb dn Pagan and 
'^hrisitiiaili aiathoi^ky, and if any thing 
conld lie supjitbrted l>y the mere force of 
4iepeated assertidn, the monstrous varieties 
ofttan wofttld becdme undeniable. 

Some of the Rabbis have ^published 
extratvkgant doctrines respecting our first 
parents, dn l!his siibjeet, according to 
Bayle. ^' ^ufelques-uns d'eux disent qu* 
Eve fut form^e de la queue de son mad. 
Us ptieterideiit i{\it 'I>ieu, aiant donn4 
^M' zhWA an qntiie au coi^ d' Adam^ 
s' aper9ut eln^n 'qu' elle dimimioit ta 
beaut6 de cet ouvrage, et qu' ainsi il pnt 
la resolution de la coupier, mais il ne 
laissa pas de s'en servir pour en produire 



-l£ fftame qii,' U douna au premier honi- 

me."» 

Pliny exerted surprising industry in 
accumulating authorities for human mon- 
sters ;'t- many of these were supposed to 
exisit among" the northern nations, sucli 
af the Ariniaspl, who had only one eye. 
and employed themselves in stealing g^ 
from the Gryphons, those compound 
an'mials which the ancleiit naturalists 
liave dressed up for us. Milton employs 
tills table in a fine simile, describing 
Satan's laborious flight through the chaos. 

As when a Gryphon through the witdemesa 
With winged course, o'er hill or moory dale, 
Rorsues the Arimaspiau, who by stealth 
Had from his walteful custody porloiii'd 
The guarded gold. far. iow. b. lY- 9*S. 

. One of tlie authorities quoted for thii 
story is Herodoiup, who expressly says 
that he does not believe it. ^ 

^f^ ,. ■ • Bayle, Dichon. Crit. Art. Eve. 
, '■(■■ Lib. viii. c. ii: 



^^ 
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Isom. : with fee*: turne4cJb»hind i^p . leg, 
** aversis . post , Cj^Mfa i:^fuitiis«'^} j^lid wer^ 
(of ; course) woiKjprfuUy 8^^ft,»i ^iPttiers 
UfA he^s res^mMi&g tho^ pf) dipigs,; with 
JwDgears,. ancliw>r€ar98«d >H5itb,.t»Joins; 
Cassias eaysihtjieyiW^re :iii iMim|>e? ope 
|pA^^f1cd.4n4 .tw^ty;t]i|>jniwd, 7 :ThtB is 

Itft^o^.;, fli|3v pfSople. .,wer©ifinw»peoJk!>us, 
tbftt/is* .h;»vi»g.,.«Bjy'<»oe ieg»ft oi;-.^* 
jppdousi, Jbaying ^eet jSQi}ai:gQ J».tp> ^elm 
Ihe wlioi<e .l>fl<Jy,,Aft:ft'jlHp»ne pwtttre ; 
tfee^'Were tho; fij^t ,p^|fajpl^:. In-tnajofi 
a^tu liua^j.jaceojteB ,j;^]i)i|ii«,^mb|r^,^ 
pedi^oa protegunt. .:^I(sartth$si$e, acGord^ 
Wg: tQ Pijny^i Uxe<l.;tb§ pySU».ifi?»J>Ut 
^^^.jpai^^be cpnfe?^:to )o^ extr«n^y 
WaU ili^^e.$9c|i.a8^>jH«hJiijg;n©ighbpuf»i 
Yet they lwfl;;ftittol#ta;.jC9ijap»ny!;,:fQr 
m^cstwar^ .pfe tb©; p^pgi^^ liy/ef),.^r^^on 
Vi^ij^t necks^; an^i witli ;eyps !ij^;, their 

^ See modern authorities for this story, in the Orig. 
'^d Prog, of Lang. f^. 1. ^n iiii, iii. 
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dionld^n; and near them, the Astotttores, 
who have no motHhs, and are nourl^cd 
by the smell of fruits and flowers. 

This is the substottce of a chapter 
Whkh has ornamented the pages of many 
a naturalist and cosmographer, widl 
figures so ingeniouslv horrible, as alowd 
to beget a belief of heir reality, by drt 
apparent diHksuUy t feigning them. : ' 

It must be owned, in. vlndicstton'fif 
Ptitry, that he asserts none of these woii* 
dets without authority, and that many 
of them are menttoAed simply as factt 
advanted by ibiitttr writere. Sereral of 
his relations are taken from those of the i 
<yM«tii?^ ^rid^ifotlwve heen)i^l6/BSby^^ 
Atexa&dtf«: H etlib^asiei Wwk «Mtf 

' ' PMh^(Mti9 Mellil^'fiayst' ^^pfgMHi 
iMhabifid '^t of' Bgypt^ And 'l^t^ 

-■ ■ V ; ' -■ ■ V iiijj'li ¥.'^' ',,;^;t ■! ;'.^,:; ; ..... 



VARIETIES OF MAN. 75 

with the cjranea to presenre their com. 
Solinus also asserts their existence.* 

Strabo remarks, on this subject, that 
most of the writei-s on India, before his 
age, were egregious liars. 

Aulus. Gellius, however, asserts the 
existence of pygmies,'f- and Eustathius^ 
ia the notes on Dionysius. 
. ' iElian is quoted as supporting the same 
opinion, and even as describing the Pyg- 
mean form of government. Whoever 
takes the. trouble of reading iElian's 
account,:]; will perceive that he relates 
the whole as an idle story ; but this is 
the method of making quotations, to 
which literary adepts generally think 
tbe;mselve$ entitled^ 

' From these pure fountains a croud of 
later authors have drawn the belief of 
pygmies ; * St, Ai^^ustine comes first, by 
riglit^l as an asserter of the pygmies^ 

* Cap. XV. 

f Lib. iv* c* IX. 

X Hist. Anim. lib* xy. c. xix* 

II De Ciyitat. Dei. lib. xvi* c. yiii. 



Majolu8» Anionius Iiane, Jonus (df 
rebus Moscovitarum) Odericus (de re- 
bus ludicis) Caspar Scbottus, in his Col- 
lection of wonder^ Joannes Eusel>iui_ 
Ktercmbci'gcnsis, Caspar Bartboline, 'i 
a» express dissertaiiou, Weinrichius, ' 
cctu^ and Cassanio. I do not pre 
to have consulted all (Iiese respects 
authors (who are nothing less tbau I 
rissimi) on this subject, but I iind ihcm 
quoted by many otJicrs, wlUi whom it 
would be easy to swell the list. 

M'riters ditlcr greatly in their accounis 
of" the seat of the Pygmies, being ciiiefly J 
solicilous to remove them sufficiently &f 1 
iVom themselves, according to a jus! | 
icniiuk of ^neas Sylvius, semper longiui 
mirffcula fiigere. The prophet Ezekiel 
speaks of Tyre as being garrisoned by 
Pygmies.* Hoi"slius supposes the sense 
of this passage to be, that the centlneh, 
on the lofty towers of that city, appeared, 

* Chap, 27, Our Uaaslation calls them Gaum*- 
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to a spectator on the; ground, of a very 
diminutive size. 

It is less surprising that St. Augustine 
flhould credit the reality of Pygmies, be- 
cause he had been an eye-witness of 
greater wonders: he asserts, in one of 
his sermons, [ad fratres in eremo] that 
he had preached to a nation without 
heads, and with eyes in their breasts. 
; This may indeed be considered, by those 
;. <rho explain away every thing, as a 
. figurative expression ; but we must not 
- {MPetend to understand St. Augustine bet- 
ter than the learned bishop Majolus, 
who quotes this passage in his Dies 
Cmiculares, as a certain proof of the 
monstrous varieties. Besides, it would be 
^ micharitable to reject a fact of so much 
consequence, in the decision of that 
curious question. An monstra saluiis (ttem(t 
tojfocidf which the learned bishop af- 
firms, because of St. Augustine's mission 
to the Acephali.^ 

♦ In the modem editions of St. Augustine's works. 
Ibis passage is retrenched* 
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Tht'-iotic of party lias extended' 
tfltn to these ficl'tons, apparently remote 
Wl6ugh. from either cinl or reli^ous 
dinufHii. Thus, the Moneckits Afarims, 
^UCtplU Marimis, iC VUuio-Monaelm. 
in AmtMnnni's edition of die frightful 
fiaU* ^ Aldrovandus de Monstrii, seem 
to have betn engendered in the cxtre- 
sal^ of hatted against religious orders. 

It U to be regretted, that among his 
otber treasures, Paliephatus has imiitlcd 
to place a derivation of tlie belief iii 
Pygmiei: |Jossibly because tlie word did 
pot adnut <^' a pun. 

There is no proof, unless this fable be 
supposed a proofs that the ancients were 
acquainted with those varieties, which 
are reaily inferior to the usual standard 
of human si'^e; was this opinion an 
approach to the hypotliesis of the Scak 
of Beings f Such it seems to have been 
in the hands of Paracelsus, who supposed 
the Pygmies to be different in their origin 
from men, and to consist of the Caro 
Non Adamka. 
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Scsdti^r is blamed by AUrovaodwi in 
bis Treatise de Monstris,^ and i)y Bulvwfp 
in his Artificial Changelings^ for denying 
th^ existence of Pygmies^ becauK they 
cannot be found in Ethiopift or Arabia, 
i;vhere Hiny and Mela had placed them : 
this circumstance^ both the aioderas 
think of no weight ; mrgumentum nullius 
tfihris. They missed one strong argu- 
ment, that is, Pomponius Mela*s asser- 
^n, that the Py^nies were extirpated 
4yy their wars with the cranes. Of this 
^Addison has avaiied himself very success- 
fully, in his War of the Pygmies and 
Cranes; in the introduction to which, 
he has raised up a new and beautiful 
landscape of the ruins of the Pygmean 
empire : 

Nunc si quis dura evadat per saxa Tiatort 
Detertosque lares, et Talles ossibus albas 
Exiguis yidet* et Testigia parra stvipescit, 
* • Desolata tenet Vicftrne impmi^ yolucri^ 

Regna, et securo crepitat Grus iaipTol>a nldo. 

♦ Page 40. 
t P*g« ♦^O. 
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a, lie basi'ven't'uriiislied. from this stor^ 
abiglily poetictl origin ot'che faliicE;' I 

RIyMi TaTlc* nunc agmine lustrat inani, 
Xt vtunrum Heroiim hiUcHut grandibun anibrit ^ 
■flcbs |>wrfti aui >i ^uhl &de> mereatur anili* 
rrabula, Paitoreii per nocUs opaca pusillaa 

(cpe vident Umbras, Pygtnasos carpore casso*, 
KDnm mciirk. Gruum, et Teteres oblita labores, 

icetiuae ptoOan vacat, induLgetque cboreb, 
rAngustosque letil calles, virideaquc per orbei 
^^urba Iciis salit, et Itmwvin cognomine gaudet-^ 

(ilJnless we can resolve to adopt Melai!| 
iCcouni of Uic matter, however, I believC 
Scaliger's objuclion raust remain in full 



* Perhapi we one thU elegant passage to tbe fill 
ing lines in Paradise Lo«t, where ihu fallen spirits 
PudanMDiani MBtract tkeir •iae to gain nam, md 



Tts'Wl 



Throng numberlaw, lilu that ^gnieaii^ao«;> 
Bey'tHtd the Indian Mount, or fwrj alvet* 
WhoM midnight revels by a forest aide 
- Or fonntam, tome belated peuaot aen, . ' 
Or dreams be aeei, while over-head tbe noMl. 
Sits arbitrew, and neai-BT to the earth 
Wheels h«r.pale ooane. tbej oa their giirtli mi 

dance. 
Intoit, with jocuDd mnaic charm his ear; 
At ODM with joy and fear his heart rebotwcb. 

Poolt t. Mr. 7«h 
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force, against the existence df Linimus's 
Troglodyte ; for pygmies arc not found 
in the habitations which he assigns them, 
namely, the confines of Ethiopia, the 
ca:Yes of Java, Amboyna, and Teraate^ 
or in Malacca. The Albinos, on whose 
peculiarities he appears to found his defi- 
nition, were never proved to exist as a 
nation ; * on the contrary, wherever .the 
history of an Albino could be traced, it 
was found to have been born in ordinary 
society. It is true Linnasus attempts to 
distinguish between his Troglodyte and 
man, by ascribing to the former the 
Mtmbrana Nktitans, but anatomists in 
general know very well, that man pos* 
sesses that membrane ajlso^ though with- 
out the power of expansion. 
. 'Besides, Linnieus's Troglodytes are 
ptsLced d^2L very great distance from the 
supposed 8|j|( of the Albinos, which is 
said by the best authorities in thb case to 
be near the isthmus of Darien. Whether, 

* Wafer's single testimony is not sufficient proof 



■theo*. thfe Pygmean JiJstory be derived 
from the frequent appearance of dwarfs 
in society, or whether, like llie Short 
Cltib in the Guardian, it be the iaren- 
liftai'of ambitious litdc qm^. «p>MMl 
acodiiack > > ' U, 

^ , ^; , Wmt'4 oa by cranes 

totfae-poeriCal quarter, for sound geo^ 
pby and natural history disclaim them. 
LJBnseus admits, with rather more 
hesitation, his variety of the Hotm Cm- 
datut: he is uncertain whether he ought 
to be ranked with mcD or apes, and is 
deterred from placing him among the 
latter, chiefly because he lights his own 
fire, and roasts his Tictu^ ** Homo 
Caudatus, hirsuUK, incola oiins antarD* 
tici, nobiB ignotus, ideoque utrum ad 
hominis aut sim'ne- genus peitiiteat, ooa 
dct«rmino. Mirum quod igoem excitct* 
carnemque asset, quamvts et cruda vattt, 
tcstimonio peregrinantium.* Of the fMif 

* Systein* NatDr> tooi. 
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aotfaprities wfaich M^A^us has pro4uCed 
in support of this Variety, I have only 
been able to consult one ; but others havfe 
occurred to me at different times, which 
I am now going to menti6n^ 

Plausanias is the most ancient authority 
for the exigence of men with tails;* ffc 
is more frequently quoted to this 'par* 
potpe, because he d«ived his story fttm 
thie very person who saw such at ^ race,- 
ill the Insula? Salyriades, at which he 
fHuched, on being driven westward white 
he was sailing for Italy. The inhabkants^ 
jAjs PausaAias, are red, and have tails 
ik)t much less than those of horses. 

Pliny introduces among his other won- 
ders, men with hairy tails, of wondeilfol 
swiftness, but I think without any autho- 
rity. This is all the testimony afforded 
by antiquity of the Caudatory variety, 
unle^ the fable of the Fauns be reckoned 
some confirmation . Modern times have 
produced more advocates for ^ it. After 

fciCt lib* i* p. 45. 



tnte ii^'the east, authorities multiplied, ! 
Mmpoo ^BmIo, who had the fate to be | 
lUlbdieved in every credible assertion, 1 
wu befiered, wlicn he reported that he j 
anr in the kingdom of Lambri men with | 
ti^ ^ tbe.tength of a span.* Peta ] 
Maityt deai^bes a nation in India, who 
^ve bupd» unmoveable, crooked tails, 
of AQian kM^, resembling tliose of cro* 
QOdikit -;M inconveniently appended, 
adfb b^ UwU they are obliged to use 



'llfi^Wf'Androvandus, and Bulwo^ 
quote a story from Major, and Joannes 
Ncirerabergensis, of a generation pro- 
duced with tails, in Kent, or Dorset* 
shtte, as a punishment of some disrespect 
shewed to the missionary, St. Augustine, 
soon aAer his landing. Bulwer wat 
inforraedj-f- that in his time, there was 
a &mily in Kept, whose descendants 

• Lib. iii. c iriii- 

t Aifif- Cbang. p. 410* 
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« tailed ; " in^imich/* says he, *^ that 
I may know any one to be rightly 
[tended of that family, by having « 
** He adds/ as a more probaMe 
ount^ that the inhabitants of Stroud, 
r Rochester, incurred the curse of 
k by cutting off the tail of Archbisho{> 
iket's horse. ^' Insomuch as you may 
»w a man of Stroud by his long taile. 
i i6 niake it a tittle more credible, 
: the rump4K>ne, among bititish and 
ng^locked nations, doth often sprout 
with such an excrescence, or beastly 
uuition, I am informed by an honest 
iDg man of Captain Morris's company; 
uleuteiiant ^r€»eral Ireton's^ regimenty 
t atCashel ifi the county of Tipperary, 
faie province of* Munster, in Carrick 
rick church, seated on a hill of rock; 
med by the' Lord Inchiquin, ^mid 
Bre there. were near seven hundred 
. to the sword, and none saved; but 
major's wife and his son ; there were 
nd among the slaii) of the Irisht wJbeii 



'«* .-roft 

tlipy vveve stripped, divers that had tailg 
near a quiwtt^e of" a yard loi>g. Tii« 
pclaiwr, iking very dijitknl of the truth 4 
tliiiiiarffi alk'r eiiquiry, was ensured ofi 
liKj;.,t;§JtaMity lliereot', !>y fnriy s0iditrt^ 
thill tanitied ,ui>ou tliulr oaths they were 
uye-w)tjies:jcs l^eing present at the actioa; 
U is rcpoitcd also that in Spain tJjereil' 
^i^h aopilter tailed nation," f 

. .irhc story of liw miracle of St. Augui*.* 
U»S. serins to Ijave gained cuirency iil;< 
eidiiy tiiMcs as \vc leain from a passagt^ 
in FuUpf's Wttrthies. " When there .iiaj>» 
pened.,ifij*alcsiine a difteccnce b^nixfc 
^lohert.^i brother of Saint Lewis king of ' 
Vrance» and our Wllliain hoogspee, Earl i 
of Salisbury, Iicare how tlie Frencliniaa I 
Insulted ouv nation. Mattlmv Paris, A.O. ! 
liJSO, y. 790. O timidorum caitdaionM 
ftjcmidolosicas ! quinn beatus, quam muo- I 
dua,$»iea;ns I'orct exercitus, si a caudit '■ 
purgarcUir el caudaiis. " O the coward- I 
lincss of these (earful long(aiis I how \ 
hajD^c, hon c!cam; would this our armle ' 
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be, were it bat purged. irom tailes and 
tmgtailes.'' ^ ^ > 

■ I might add thetedtmMmy of Sir Jdrhtt 
Maundevyle^ ^fabiftj^s^ib^diiiory, 'M^iere 
there not tetOotk tb fetfr, -that a tke cdti^ 
cje^iohs of '^njphildsophi^' r^^enj; he 
would disgraiiie so Mittfeh '^ockI' cfoAfibpart^K 
Tlitere'%'le9s heces^y fof employing any 
ddiibtful erid&idt, b^attsQ Ihe celebrat^ 
Dt4^-ttwv5ijK■'-i^'•hiy»'" iiext withfess/ :-^H^ 
iritrddhaceSr d si6rf 6f a tailed natibtl, in 
hiii fouMh ' iE^er^eitalkMl ' ^e Geni^ratione 
Aliirtdtuni) ebi^y, itvirotild seem, for 
thd teke of the faec^ for' it- has Very little 
«r>nA€lMk^ With 'hi^ subjeet. ^^ Chirurgui 
ifMkiA^'* sskh the learned doctor^ '^ vir 
probti^ = fftfili^ &nnliaris^ ex Itli^ 
eKeiMalrir^inr; bona fid« miht narra^irit; 
Irt-flffisttfte iBMrt46«6 locis<-«^ lAarife^^^oti^ 
oriSiis^ ^ mcMtdlBisV HA¥<^'tl9olfie gmu» 
htiinittttm^ «f((idatimi («ft 0lim ^Ubi acci^ 
^l^K^ud' If^ttsanifiim legimus) e qtlibui 
tt^^'Captam Virgtiiena^ ijfsiii^t- eftim 5ylvii> 

* Fuller's Worthies. Kent. 
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colx') ipse vidic, cum cduda carnosa, 
crassa^ splthamas longUudiue, intra du- 
nes reflexa, quas anupa .& ipudenda- o^ 
riebat/-. Slight bints.dlie ^uffipient . tpc 
men of genius ; a^d we may - p^i^^Yi: 
by the inference we are about tO:.a4di 
with bow much reason. nati)i;e i$ jealous 
of discovering her mystenes^ ,sitibe, Dr^ 
Harvey having, gotten a. tail of-a:,fp4{( 
loDg into bi^hands,^ iq^ipediat^J^f £8jfch<>9^ 
the, final cause of the structi^r^ W^ it; 
^' Usque:adeo velarlea.loca voluit ii^toraK 
This.great authority proved, a se^soijal^le 
support to theicaiid^tory system^!' at ft 
time whep^anatpmists w0nS'nAu<;^f|ivided 
concerning : iu Among spine 'it -lAad^ 
such progress^ that Caspar Hpfiman did 
not ^ruple to cgU the O&CpccygiSj tbe 
mark of .9;. tail in untq^iled t.tf|>iqEBib; 
'' . Cauda iH nprir^mdatis nofaJ- x But Rich 
Ian, that pompous declaiQ]^!: on tbs 
dignity of the huipan framed :. ahasply 

reprehended Hoffo^an for. this, irreverend 

* 

expression, wliich shocked his delicacv 
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severely, and morepvei: touched liim iu 
a tender part; I mean, his hypothesis 
of the final cause of the sedentary pos- 
ture. '' Homo enim ad sedendi com- 
xnoditatem/' says he, ''solus nates habet, 
ut C0]ximod^ sedere possit ad meditandum 
et philosophandum. Sedens enim anima 
(ex Aristot. 7. Phys.) prudentior est." 

Diemerbroeck, an eminent writer on 
the plague^ and author of a System of 
Anatomy, in quarto, says, he saw a 

child newly born (in 1638), which had 
a tail a foot and half in length, resem- 
.]>ling a monkey's. The mother told him, 
4|[iat she had been frightened by a mon- 
key at an early period of gestation. 

Aldrovandus gives a figure of a mon- 
strous foetus with a tail \ Caspar Schottus 
(in 1662) introduced a tailed man into 
his Choice Collection of Prodigies; what 
a happy time had literary meu^ when 
philosophical books were made up of 
such diverting extravagancies ! 

In that volume of the Miscellanea 

Vol. II. G 
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Curiosa, published in 1689, Dr. Micbad 
Frederic Lochncr relate!^ a case of a Puer 
caudatus, which came Hinder his own 
inspection. The story, which must lose 
by repetition, out of the doctor's Qwa 
quaint Latin, is briefly this. Dr. Loichner 
was consulted for the son of a respectable 
iiiniily, about eight years of age. When 
the particuhirs of his disuse were fen- 
quired into, the parents^ instead -tif an" 
swering, shook their heads arid wept 
The doctor was confoufided^ till recol- 
lecting, he says, the Titulus juriscdnsul- 
torius de ventre inspiciendo, he began to 
unbutton liis patient's waistcoat ; but the 
patient stopped him, by giving him to 
understand that the coraphiint lay else- 
where : on exploring then the peccantis 
pueritia? bifolium calendar! um (as he 
facetiously phrases it after Barlseus), he 
found a tail reflected between the but- 
tocks, of the length of a man's middle 
finger, and thickness of the thumb. The 
parents were desirous of amputation, but 
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tbe doctor ^rsuaded tbem doat no in- 
€Mivenieilce would aUend this ornament, 
and thus, says he, they retired peaceably 
wkh their Ascatiidlus caudatus. He adds, 
that Dr. David ZoUiodfer observed a 
similar case at Basil, and the celebrated 
Blancard another in Holland. 
? >In another volimie of tl>e Miscellanea 
Cariosa, to which I <;annot immediately 
TCf£pr, a learned physician describes a 
^fuer caudatus, whom he examined care* 
iMHy, in consequence of hearing him 
lAnrided by his play-fenows, on the sub- 
ject of this unilutiky appendage. 
"•:4 must regpet my inability to consult 
Kite Collection de T Academic Royale de 
tetenoes,^ for a paper on Men with 
lE^uk, published .under the promising 
Httme of Otto Helbigius. I find a quo- 
button -from an author df this name^ in 
Dr. -Lochner's note, asserting the exist- 
mce <tf Homines Caudati in the island of 
Pormosa. 

1^ This is » separate work from the Mraioirs. 

G 2 
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Here the matter appears to have reste^ 
till the year 1771, when Dr. Guindw] 
published his Variations de la Nature dwn 
r Espece Humaine, in which he \ao\ 
occasion to assert the existence of mea 
wJlli tails, and even to corroborate th| 
opinion with new examples. One ^ 
these occurred at Orleans, in 1718, whoj 
the subject, ashamed of his tail, submitted 
to an operation for its removal, wliied 
cost him his life. There can be no doutt 
of this fact, because it was taken from t^ 
Mcrcure for the month of Septcmbo-ia 
that year. Doctor Guindant mention 
two other instances, at Aix in Provcnc^ 
one of a girl named Martine, the other 
of a Procurcur named Berard, but he docs 
not specify the length of their tails. 
And in his extreme zeal for the caudatory 
system, he asserts, thai a man's courage 
is not diminished by such an appendage; 
as a proof of whicli, he mentions tU. 
Siciir de Cruvellier of La Clotat, wh^r 
liiough he had a tail, distinguished hin> 



^ 
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sel£ greatly in some actions against the 
Turks. It is rather surprising, that the 
ingenious doctor did not consider tlie 
extraordinary necessity of courage, in a 
liian who has a tail, as that peculiarity 
must expo^ him to many affronts. 

Dr. Guindant adds, but I fear from 
report, that the southern part of the 
island of Formosa, the Molucca and 
l^ilippine islands, contain whole races 
of men with tails, and that in the burn- 
ing desarts of Borneo, the greatest part 
of the inhabitants are tailed. 
• An experimental philosopher of the 
highest reputation, furnishes another au- 
thority. 

** Travellers make mention of a nation 
with tails, in the islands of Nicobai*, Java, 
Mamlla, Formosa, and others. Koping 
relates, that when the ship on which he 
was aboard anchored near Nicpbar, a 
number of blackish yellow people, hav- 
ing cat's tails, came on board. They 
wanted iron in exchange for their parrots" 

G 3 
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liut as nobody would trade wilh th( 
they wrung their birds' heads of, 
eat them raw. Bonlius -saw from the 
moiintiiins. In the island Borneo,* i 
nation whose tails were only a tew inclics 
long, and in alt probnbiiit)« only aa 
elongation of the Os Coccygis. Ptolomy 
already had made mention of a ix;ople 
having tails," Sec. Sic.-^ 

The latest evidence of stich conforma- 
tion (ill the case of the school-master ol 
Inverness :[ ) is an honourable and learned 
writer, who has erected a most stupend- 
ous hypothesis on tlile unequal foundi' 
lion of a span. What would Boilcau'! 
Aas say to ail this evidence ? 

O ! que si I' ane alors, 4 bon droit misantr6p^ 
Pouvoii trourer la voix qu'I eut au terns d'E^pft 
De tous colea, ilucteur, voiani les bomnies foux, 

* In viewing a sarage clothed with the skin of* 
iHiaciniped. a traveller, intom an wonders, might mil- 
lake (he mil uf his iney for a natural appendage. 

i Bergman's Physical Descripfion of the Earth. 

J Orig. and Prog, of Lang. vol. i. b. ii. c. iii. 
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Qu' il dirojt de bon coeur, sans en etre jaloux. 
Content de ses chaMons^ et secouaht sa tete. 
Ma foi, non plus que nous, rhomme n'est qu'une 
bete i 

Ther# are few linger proQ& of the 
in^utUUy of single observations, than this 
qj&ir of the Qomines Caudati. The only 
804V1 foundation of any of these stories^ 
if. an, ^^cidental elongation of the os cog- 
<iyg^ whiph we can eaaily conceive to 
iiSPPPRi as that bone consists of four 
fBflces 3 reduQ^aaeie^ ia; oth^i; parts of 
lb? body are so frequept, in. monstrous < 
Mff^es, that we qannot wonder to find a 
jf)}Qt occasionally ; added to . this part. 
Tbus it is, that di few Inrtances of dwarfs. 
ate muUipUed by writefrs intq nations ; 
fqiyer instances of accidental mal-conf^rr 
iplSllPQ of p^rts produQ^ ojth^^r nations'^— 
ijti b(K)k?. . 

Men haveisomplain^ for many years, 
and we compdain at pnesept, . ,of want of 
ftiPts; yet it appears, that in books of 
good d^aracter we find more facts th^ji 
«kQ be credited/ Do we . not want good 

G 4 
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ratlier than new 

the indiNcriminate collection of 

I cncreasing evil ? It is certain _ 

consulting aulhors on the subjects 

p-ofess to examine, we are comM* 

■ as much disappointed as Mf> 

, when he applies to Rubeniuf' 

arte- — " — "-- iction of a pair oP 

»;■ is perhaps impro*^ 

nable method,' tw* 

periments are lie* 

because its object* 

>rmer errors have, 

ig discovered ; birt^ 

knowledge, thif 



. K 

facts 

that 

V 

T 

SI 

for 

Iwee* 

ing under the 

cause the princ 

quently tepCah 

being Detm 1 

many i ; 

in ( b ll j,_, ... 

number of facts, oti the whole, oveP* 
balances theit eredibility. It is unfoitu- 
nate, that Ance the metans of ^piibliciitioii 
have been so much fecilirated,-' ■ ereiy 
man thinks' hiinkslf' entitled to obsiETve 
and to puUisb. • How mairy collectibnt 
bf pretended facts are-' daily dflered Iv 
medic£it*men, ifi which it ib 'haj^y foi, 
mankind if' the -author*^ trcakjaeik ikt 



t 
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". - - 

sufficiently evident, to destroy, at first 
f sight, the credit of his observations ! 
I Writers who publish merely for the sake 
[^; of reputation, may be solid enough for 
^; tliose who read for the sole purpose of 

talking, but every man who is in quest 

of real knowledge must lament, that so 
rfew books aie written with a design to 
If ioistruct, and so very many only to sur- 

|Mrise or amuse. 
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MENIPPEAN ESSAY 

V 

xm ^ 

ENGLISH HISTORIANS, 



' -^ Iliad; ix. 



The foUotring esiay consists of prose and vene iatermizedy a 
pnctiee not very common a^ prcfent, which may thertfore reqoie 
iomt explanation. Among the French writers, this mode has beea 
much used in many celebrated piodactions ; in this conntry, the 
excellence of Cowley's mixed pieces has served rather to deter, thsa 
to invite imitation. I recollect only two essays written on this plaa, 
the Poike Phiiosopker, and the Esm^ on Delieaey, the first by 
Mr. Forrest, and the latter by Dr. Lancaiter; but the poetry of 
those genOemen differed so little from their prose, that the truuilioB 
prodoced no remaricable effect. It seems favourable to an antfaoc'i 
exertions, that he should be obliged to proceed no farther in rentf 
than his poetical impulse determines him ; and that npon a change 
ot subject, or a total deficiency of poetl^l ideas, he shooM be per- 
mitted to betake himself to prose. The best poets are unequal, and 
are obliged to admit occasionally weak or insiind vettes, fior tiie pur- 
pose of connecting the better parts of their work. But It mut be 
allowed, that many laborious productions would have been mndi 
improved, if only the happier passages had appeared in the poetical 
form, and the remainder had been printed as plain prose. Much 
fntiu:uc would thus have been spared to the author, and much disgust 
to the reader. It must be owned that there is something imporinf 
in the appearance of verse; as a noted critic lately mistook the 
nonsense-verses in Pope's Miscellanies for a serious love poem } bjit 
my proposal is intended for the relief of a class of writers very dif- 
ferent from Pope. 
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MENIPPEAN ESSAY ON ENGLISH 

HISTORIANS. 

OiNCE English writers havd disco^ 
Vered the secret of uniting elegance and 
interest with the narration of facts, histo- 
rical compositions have multiplied greatly 
in the language. The "avidity with 
isftiich they are perused was indeed to 
be expected, at a time wh^n the love of 
reading proceedis to a degree of dissipa- 
tion, r In these productions, the reader 
feels bis understanding improved, and 
his taste gratified at the same time ; and 
for the sake of those who can only be 
allured by the dainties of knowledge, 
some historians have condesceinded to 
adopt the style of novellists, and to relieve 
the asperities of negociation and war, by 
tender dialogue and luscious description. 
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If some writers, envious of the treasure! 
they mean to impart, have sullenly in- 
volved themselves in Latin, ihey arc 
however not more difficult than those 
yrho present us witli aenigmatical Eng- 

before the class of 
espectable depart- 



It was ve"' '=1 
historians been 
snent of oi 



The neural 
f our countrymen 
luenced their pub- 
■ nade them sensible 

I elling the gravest 

1 w Meanwhile, tradi* 
tion, corrupted by poetry, and other 
seductive causes, offered our own history 
to the reader, in a state more proper lo 
exjerciae his -critical powers, than to fur- 
nish him with either agreeable or useful 
information. 



^^ tion. 
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Etom barJs, inspir'd by mead, or Celtic beer, 
Buwt fiirth ibe bloody feud, or yiiion drear, 
Till each attendant bagpijie squeak'd for fear 

* Mtby well -sharpcti'd thumb, from ahore ta«h<xc 
The treblcii tqucak f«r fear, the bases roar. 

Jlifac Flfcivo' 
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They sung how Fhi Miic Coul* coirtrdlPa the ftght, 
Or Merlin rayM with mof^than secoin<l<-9ight. 
Down Time's Icmg streun the dying nrasic floats^ 
And cheats tb' impatient ekr with broken notes. 
LaU^d hy the tnanniir» antiq^ttriaiis siiore^ 
Of Highland-^pics dreisiin^ and Bniid-iore ; * 
Or on the seeming steep^ and shadowy plain, 
^ 'Mimt the glass-castle, or Phenioiah fimetf ' 

Next doleful ballads troll'd th' immortal theme* 
.. dang to the car, or whistPd to the team : { 
tlho* widM wits/ ffom age to dige, refuse 
rVhe hoindly ditties of the ■ hob^naiUniuse, 
-JLong tos^ the sport of mbontain-air and^winds,]] 

* These P — ^y comments, and these Edwards binds.^ 
■ 9hw Gcoisk his istore each restless^rival draws 

-Thyme's tamish'd £kywers, blunt pointSf and ^sty 

saws, 
'Tni our bright shelyes, in gildied pd^e; display 

* The trash oar wiser fathers tkrewaway. 

• Onr early hist'ry shuns the judging eyoit ... 
. 'Iq convents bred, the urchin learn'd to lie ; 
White phantoms wave their palms in golden mdaib, 
.And the pale scikool-'boy'tMiiibles^aa' he reads. 

The later chronklers, with Uttte^iU« 
Darkling and dull, drew round th' historic mill. 

1 ■ ■ ■ * 

r ♦ FingaU 

t Glats-castle.] Vitrified forts in Scotland ; and the 
Qilebrited ship«temples in Ireland. 

.{ 8 ^g to the ti^heal, and song 4wto the paile. 

Hall's Virgidem: 

fl rapidis Indibria vehtis. Viae. 
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lu niid canfuMoa sCrow'd, appear (he feats 
OffihcwHand balUei, daeis, balls, and treats; 
Here the rich arms victariau« Edward bore. 
There tbe round oothi whicli great Eliza swore : 
And quaint devices, justs, and knightly flames. 
And gay eajiatisons, and tlAiuiy dames. 

The most striking defect in the present 
figure of history, is not meagreness, bat 
inflation, which distorts her features, and 
confounds her proportions. Like ihe 
Roman,* who thbught it increased liii 
dignity to wear robes too long for hif 
body, and shoes too large for his feet, 
some of our writers in this style ha?B 
endeavoured to adapt huge words, and 
immeasurable perickJs to every trifling 
occurrence. 

Such tumid lines a failing age beliey. 

As bloated limba bespeak tha heart's deray. 

Some critics, fond of discovering ana- 
logies in science and art, have compared 
Jiislory with architecture: in this country, 
die progress of taste in both has soEoe 

' Plin. Epistol- . 
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degree of correspondence. The dark 
tales, and wild historical ballads, hiay 
•be compared to the caves and summer 
l»owers of our remote ancestors. In the 
•monkish histories, the religious gloom of 
4he : monastery perpetually overshadows 
us. And indeed, the similarity of old 
'histories to Gothic edifices is so impres- 
mve, tliat we ot*ten meet with the thought. 
{9?wo beautiful passages immediately sug* 
igiest themselves. Mr. Hay ley, in his 
•Essay on History, says of Lord Claren*- 

don: 

> 

Yet shall his labours long adorn our isle^ ' 

^ ? Like the prood glories of ^me Gothic pile : . ' 
-i. They, tho' constructed by a bigot's hand» 

Nor nicely finish*d, nor correctly plann*d,* 
*' ■ With solemn majesty, and pious gloom. 

An awiul influence o'er the mind assume ; 

And from the alien eyes of ev'ry sect 

Attract. obser?aQce« and command respect 

Strada, in the second part of his 
Murelus, offers us nearly the same image 

* This appears to me a harsh censure of the playful 
elegance, and complex regularity of Gothic architec- 
ture. 

Vol.. II. H 
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on tht same sutigect :— *' ut nonmiUas 
ndhim GacFsurum rvMies eittritv ac vetusiate 
prapemoduxn comiptoe religiostus iDter* 
lolttm coluntur, quam qux magnvBod 
sunt opere atque eieganti; sic ilia in* 
cnriosa sermonb structura sflBpemimefO 
!ltiajorem habet renerationem ac fidem." 
To pursue the figure, the works <i 
^emr historians, wbo wmte hefoK die 
mgn of JamoB I. may te compatod 
ID the old baronial castles^ strong tod 
dreary, ful& of dark and circuitous pM* 
sages, but interesting by the very mdan* 
choly which they inspire. In these 
compositions, the giimmeriiig sentiiMsibi 
obscure explanations, and the inartificial 
combination of iqcideqts, remidd aas of 
Gray's 

Bich windows, thmt escUtde tYm light. 

And passages which lead to nothing** 

As the study of the Greek and IrBtsa 
writers prevailed an^ong us, a mixeA 

• Loiqig Story, 
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style W90 introduced^ similar to tha^ 
M^ieh we.qqndemn in buildings of t|)e 
aorvente^nth century; where Ave -perceive 
on unsuccessful attempt to cofnbiiiie an^ 
ctent degance with modern rud^nesSf 
Wher^ an ornament, beautifvil in . it^elf^ 
k often misplaced^ so as to appear n4lr 
CuIqus; the artist, for example, tc^ns^ 
£^rriug those decorations which would 
bfive. graced the nobler parts of the 
^dtfice^ to add to the enormity of an 
fflBfer^own chimney. 
..At length the aera of elegant simiplicjiy 
.dirived, when our writers ap() artists 
> J^^came conyincedf that the easiest pier 
Aod of exceHing, consisted in .^ c|o$e 
•imitation of the models of aatiqiHty* 
'We have seen good taste canried nearly 
10 lis point of perfection ; and as ^reat 
^ l^aLertioDs seiem to exhaust tb^ moi*^!, as 
1^ well as the physical world, we have 
.^JN^htJtp» witfH^sed the first fiympboms of 
;jy^^ cjecay ^ Robertson was sitnple and 
con-ect; Hume was more Iqfty, ,MriifQ;rxft, 

H2 ' 






108 MENIPPEAN ESSAY ON 

and approached the point of Attic ele- 
gance. But other authors have thought 
it necessary, to cover their marble with 
gold and azure ; in their avidity of beau- 
ties, they have amassed the most incon- 
gruous figures, and have blended them 
in one glare of barbarous magnificence.* 
An excess of polish and refinement, 
among other inconveniences, tempts the 
historian to suppress or vary the strong 
original expressions, vt^hich trying occa- 
sions extort from men of genius. Yet 
these, infinitely superior to phrases which 
have cooled in the critical balance^ al« 
ways form the brightest ornaments of a 
well-composed history. They transport 
our imagination to the scene, domesti* 
cate us with eminent men, and afford us 
a kind of temporary existence in other 
ages. Few of our writers, excepting 

* Such writers oblige us to recollect QntntiLian'i 
obseryation respecting figures ; *' sicut ornant orati> 
nem opportune positae^ ita ineptissimas esse cnai 
imoiodic^ petuntur/^ 
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TLloyd, have attended sufficiently to the 

- preservation of these flashes of sentiment 

- and intelligence. A single word some- 
J times, conveys as much information of 
t: <^aracter and principles, as a whole 
& dissertation. An old French historian^ 
I* for example, in describing the punish- 
U'ment of some peasants, defeated in an 
Re insurrection, by an officer of the Emper 

Tar's, in 1525, displays the ferocious 

intolerance of that time by one epithet. 

•• II punit grievemment les prisonniers, 

signamment les meurtriers du Conxte 

d* Helfeste>n, et entre autres un, sur 

tlequel il pratiqua une GENTILLE inven- 

tiito. Le criminel fut contraint amasser 

an tas de bois, autour d' un posteau, 

j6ch6 au milieu d' une grande place, 

tuquel puis apres on le lie, d' une chesne 

portant un peu outr6 le bois. Ainsi 

quand V executeur eut allum6 le feu de 

outes parts, le malheureux couroit autour 

rotissant peu a peu luy mesme."* 

♦ Lxfsdp Hist, des Guenres Ciyiles, p. 24; 

H S 
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When a prevalent taste for a certain 
smoothness and splendor of style is esta- 
blished, the value of such a decoration 
is easily over-rated. And writers, capa- 
ble of doing good service by a laborious 
union of facts, are compelled to waste 
their exertions, in imitating those favou- 
rite turns of expression, which they can 
never incorporate with their own dicdoD, 
by the strongest mechanical efforts. It 
gives pain to a good-natured reader, to 
see his author engaged in such unavail- 
ing struggles ; for some persons can no 
more acquire a good style, than a grace- 
ful manner, and in both instances, the 
affectation of unattainable graces only 
adds distortion to clownishness. 

Vain such a boast of polish'd style. 
We seem to hear the rasping file 

As thro' the labour'd lines we drudge i 
IF sullen nature grace deny. 
Not Vestris can the fault supply, 

Kor win to praise the sneering judge. 

Indeed, if an elegant writer adopt a fa- 
vouFite class of metaphors, it is pursued 
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tQ extermioatiioii by his imitators* At 
one tinie^ all occurrences were like » 
nice ; afterwtfds th^ were like a battle; 
lately, they haw reseoibled a ship. At 
pi9eseDt> light and dgrknms are the fa^ 
vourlte sources of figures. Every subject 
la himmousp or shaded; and every author^ 
proud to jexJaiblt his lanthorn at noon like 
Dio^^es, Ik eager to *' hold his farthing 
candle to tlie sun/'f 

When an historian merely translates 
in patchnworky like KnoUes (whom Dr. 
Johnsop has unfortunately aragged into 
notice, by injudicious praise), he is easily 
misled by the formal track of those grave 
authors, who treat all parts of their sub- 
ject* in the same manner. When ihe 
story thus comes unexpectedly to a full 
stop, a very ludicrous surprise ofiten fol* 
lows the most tragical history. To avoid 
tb6 ofience of particular application, 1 
sbali try the effect of abstracting such a 
passage from Laval, whom I have just 

* Yoang's Lo¥e of Fame. 
H 4 



quoted. It relates to the aege of Poitiere, 
by llie French Protestants, in 1569. 

" On tlic 2-Itl) of August, the festival 
of St. Bartliolomcw, the besiegers began, 
euly in the morning, to bolter in breach, 
with twenly-two pieces of cannon; and 
fired all day witltout intermission, so- 
briskly tliat the whole city shook. They 
bpemcd determined to overturn every 
thing, by so furious an attack, for they 
Imd never raged in such a manner before; 
and it was said, that this was iheii" last, 
cflbrt, if we could resist which, there 
would be nolbing more to apprehend. J 
Tliey were so diiigchti that they 6r«l * 
near eiglit hundred cannon shot that day; 
so that several officers declared, that con- 
sidcriug the number of their guns, it was 
impossible to keep up a more terrible 
discharge. 

" The gan'ison expected ■ the assault, 
about two or three o'clock in the after- 
noon, wlien it was supposed tlut the 
breach would be practicablo-; and in 



fact, about half an hour post one^ it was 
so large, that for more than an hundred, 
paces; a man on )iorbebaGk> in comptete . 
armour// mtgEt have entered it without 
difficulty/ About that time, thei^oce^ 
the enemy drew up ni order of batde, on ^ 
the rifting ground of the 6ul;>urfo; covered: 
in front by a wall, which extends^ from. 
St. Cyprian to the said suburb. • They 

were all in white surcoats -"and we 

obuld see their officers flying from rank* 
to rank, haranguing and encouraging 
tfaieni. They seemed to -threaten, ^^t the 
Mliilie^time,- tho Pi-6 1? Abb^^se and Pont 
Jbubert> which, notwithstanding the in* 
und:ation> they. expected to force: they 
had also on this' side artttthfer ; division of 
thiftir «rooJfeiii;<^Kb Werein fiill expectation 
of supping iri^the?.tdwn; and called to our' 
people to get ready for them, - - - - In 
th^' ^eart tiinei they fined ' from all their 
batteries, espeeiklly on those places which 
they designed to attacki,- 
' '• The poor townspeople^ though qiiitc 



unaccuslomcd to such thunder, wece ta* 
defatigable in carryuig beda, fascine^ 
barrels, iuid other things, to cover the 
bleach. Every one did lib duty, wUbwt 
being terrified by seeing his neighbour 
fall. - - • - A single bullet would cscry off 
four or 6ve good soldiers; and seven) 
|>oor {leople, workm i, and others^ were 
killed while th busy in repairing 

the breach ; whiie the nobility who were 
present were corere vith the blood of 
the slain, yet ki lieir posts to en- 
courage the men. is a certain fact, 
that severid persons w re kUled between 
the legs of the Sieurs du Lude and de ' 
Ruffec, so that their clothes were dyed | 
in blood, yet they did not quit tb« I 
breach, but bhewed jhemselves on iim 
top of it, to evince their alacrity to 1 
encounter the enemy, ---- When they >. 
saw what countenance the enemy kept, ■ 
the alarm-bell was rung, to give notic« 
of the assault, and the'Srs. de Guise and 
du Lude, havtng. ordered GVi^Ky one to . 
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his post^ took, respectively, the charge 
df the breaches, one of that of Pr6 
r Abbesse, and the whole of that face ; 
the other, of that which w^s made that^ 
day, bcttweeti St. Radegonde and St. 
Sutpice; both very large, and difficult 
to be defended. 

The Italians be^ig prepared to go to 
die iM-each, aiid harangued by one of 
thdr leaders, swore on the crucifix to 
die sooner than to fail in their duty. 
Atid before they took their post, falling 
on their knees, in the church of St. 
Radegonde, they devoted themselves to 
God with such earnestness, that the by- 
standers could not refrain from tears. - - - - 

" In the m^n time, the principal 
ladies of Poitiers retired into the castle, 
and betook themselves to their prayers 
with great fervency. A strong body of- 
horse patroled the streets, to prevent dis- 
orders, and compel the people to assist 
in the de|eiicie. Every thing thus prc»*; 
pared, idt. de Guise and his brother. 
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With a good troop of bra^e men, guarded 
all the breaches of Pr6 V Abbesse and 
Pont Joubert (where the town was open 
to an assault), and at the grand breach, 
newly made, was the Count du Lude, 
who defended the centre, with the Sieur 
de RufTec and other gentlemen on bis 
right. The Sieur de Montpezac, with 
some gentlemen of his dependance^ was: 
stationed on the left. 

" The enemy, who, from the rising 
grounds, saw almost every thing that 
passed in the town, perceiving the finn 
countenance which the garrison shewed, 

DID NOT COME TO THE ASSAULT." 

However ridiculous this lame and 
impotent conclusion may appear, it is 
yet more inconvenient, that historians, 
fond of a figurative style, are extremely 
averse to deliver any fact, in a manner 
intelligible to readers less instructed than 
themselves. They often notice an im- 
portant event, as a possible case, and 
tempt the reader, from the plain road 
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of narration, into pleasing and sportful 
•fields of digression, where he is some- 
tinies arrested by a display of the *' non^ 
vulgaris eruditio," and sometimes by ex- 
hibitions not very suitable to the dignity 
of history. 

Let us suppose an author of this class 
to describe some event, which he desires 
to rescue from obscurity, such as the 
taking of Cashel in Ireland, during 
Cromwell's usurpation; a fact equally 
illustrious with many, which the in- 
dustry of modem historians has deigned 
to illuminate. 

'^ A numerous body of natives, dis- 
trusting the mercy of the victors, had 
fortified themselves on the steep and 
difficult hill of Cashel, in the county of 
Tipperary. A royal residence, converted 
by the piety of its monarch into a mag- 
nificent cathedral, and once dignified by 
the priestly functions of the Prince of 
Munster, ofiered at once the means of 
ilefence, and the motives of resistance. 
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A generous enemy would have respected 

the attachments of patriotism and relL- 

gion ; but Ireton had icartied to desfMsc 

the impression of episcopal grandeur, 

'' On the northern side of the choir» 

was elevated one of those lofty, conical 

towers, which have exercised the genius 

of antiquaries, respecting their origin and 

destination. The most probable o]miioD 

assigns them to the sect of StylUd,^ 

anchorites, who to withdraw their atteo* 

tion more completely from sublunary 
objects, mounted the aspiring summit (^ 

a tower or pillar, and consumed the 

revolving years of a monotonus existence, 

in gazing intently on the heavenly bodies. 

Some of the ancient philosophical sects, 

received their denominations from their 

places of instruction : these holy men, 

* " Dr. Campbell, in his Philosophical Survey of 
the South of Ireland, supposed these towers to have 
been belfries, because he found bells or bell-ropes in 
most of those which he had seen. Post hoc, ergo prep- 
ier hoc, I fear, is bad logic. The best view of one of 
these towers, is in the Virtuosi's Museum, plate xxir." 
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iCsoiKkscending, in this instance^ to fellow 
a heathen example, took the name of 
piUafwdimbers, . from the seat of their 
4! OB t e mplations> 

'^ Simeon, a shepherd of Syria* founded 
AoB seet in the eighth century. Perhaps, 
tt superstition is strongly imitative, tlte 
WistsBrides of Simeon drew their origin 
drom the mysterious exercises, annually 
jnsferaied ici Syria^ on elevations app»- 
seiitly very diffefent in their original 
'daiga. From the traifitional honouffs 
<xf the colossal symbols;, dedicated by 
Bacchus to Juno, in the ;Htcred city*.* 

« M See the treatise Ihpt niK Si^n; ^8, inserttj 
jHUHoag Lttcian's piieces* In the descriptiou of the 
temple of Hierapolis, the author, whoever he wm^ 
'indUs atiMme length o7 these singalar anituiaities.' 

jwyrg fi§yftt\ni m rav nnypetfifAa rwah WfyrypstrTA^ 

TOT£4A AAAAOTS AlONY£Oi: 
•Wmh BpfilTHPf ANBdHKA. 



nominientg^ of a similar lamd, erected in the 
leoiph, to Bacdm, contained the mtfo^wofmf or, 
to die fiurfUMr iBBgMge «f -the antiqtiariaa (for i eaanot 



an imagiiiation iaikincd by solitude aad 
a burning sky» would pant after the 
.pure and privileged region of watcht'iri 
seclusion. But even in Syria, it became 
necessary to shelter the candidiitc for 
ascetic honouis in his permanent resi- 
dence, when the places of ihc inanimate 
Neuro^pasta were supplied by the vigotf* 
of living saints. The majestic embleft 
was therefoi-e excavated, and a winding 
staircase facilitated the access of the' 
votary. Perhaps kn arched roof com- 
pleted the figure, and the hermit, ele- 
vated on the mystical summit, enjoyoi 
the visionary raptures of his proximity 

suspect Lucian of ivritiiig such a cold catalogue of 
absurdJLiea) eaSfa; ititfaf ex £u7di 7rt^oiiifKv»i, fUJiM 
cuSaia txovraj. He adiis, thit one of ihe culoasal faUM 
was yearly ascended, by a man who remained on ihe 
summit for seven days. The reader who wishei to I 
know how such a Dionument, three hundred cutHii j 
high, according lo the original, or even thirty, by iha J 
correction of (.'rit:i'it.in, could be ascended n-jihoutilw 
aid of steps, or any securiiy for the tett, inay consul 
Rdlztus's excellent edition of Lucian, tom. iii. p- 47f 
where hiscufioaity will be amply gratifiid," •' »•' ■ 
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to superior inteliigences. Such an edifice, 
in the hour of danger, could only serve 
to descry the approach of an enemy, 
marked by the progress, of terror and 
desolation. On mitids rendered fierce 
and sanguinary, by the habit of deciding 
theological differences with tile point of 
tiie sword, the religiori of antiquity could 
not operate ; and if ' the regiment of 
Inchiquin was destined to the attack, it 
was probably designed to weaken the 
imputation of cruelty, which an English 
commander would have incurred by the 
rbfusal of quarter."* 
■ Our passion for oriental history, and 
the peculiar character of the specimens 
with which we have been favoured, must 
remind the most careless observer of the 
distorted railing, shapeless pavilions, and 
gilded dragons, which the love of what 
was called Chinese architecture poured 

♦ " In the extermination of the garrison, insult was 
added to outrage: the victors pretended^ that among 
the slain, several homines caudati were discovered/* 

Vol. II. I 



intooiM' fickls and gvirdena, a few ye^l 
ag"?- IwleoUi the aUiaction gt' novelty,' 
(iQW^ser h'utwus baa proceeded' -so I'ar, 
Uiat '\Vi rcadinjj swie late producUonfc 
one caniLot avoUl thinking of the $iciliaib| 
P(inoc, w\\fj. susiounded hia y'tUn witii 
slatuci* v'^' won*tti's, ftuly remarloible b 
^Utf exiijeiwness of iVif dista,Qce froi 
^iitl» aiiU ivobatoihly. 

Byt, viruil of this extravagance, 
Hoy/ begin lo rucaj tbc Gpthic labours q 
our anocii^trj into our pleasure-grounds.^ 
we crown, tlie artificial mound with lla 
shivered donjon, and wind the ivy. round' 
the unfinished pinnacles of the mimic 
abbey. While good taste is contented 
with iiiinply rcstoi'ing the traces of ancient 
grandeur, caprice disfigures whatevei: it 
attempts to embelllsb, and prefers ab- 
surdity of invention to correct imitation. 
So it has fared with those who have 
revived select portions of English history, 
mingled with a certain degree of send- 
ment and fiction. In some of these 
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Lttempts, tEe small chasms of private 
listory arc $0 dextrouisly suppiiedy and 
he bare line of general narration i^ so 
lappify ornament^^ that we readily give 
ip oijfr fancy to a delusion, which lA- 
truCts while it imposes on us. In the 
nferior productions of tlvis kind, all 
ntricacy and' distress ^vert to the com- 
non peace-breaker pf novels, love. All 
tatc-mysteriea and- revolutions are im- 
>uted to some sighing damsel in her ruff 
ind farthingale : 

Some whiskered peer, with song and sonnet big ; 
* Somis tender DafUDn, ia* his lion*wig ; 

^d the author^ presuming on his reader's 
inadvertence, does not scruple to bestow 
fouth, and the hearts of young ladies on 
k paralytic senator, or to represent a 
beauty as inekperienced and frail in her 
^EMd climacteric. An anachronisni of 
liirty or forty years, however iiijurious 
o ancient characters, is easily over- 
Doked : 

I 2 
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Thus harshly Maro ueaW ibe Tyriao dame ; 
Tho' Mv'ring lime protects her spotless fame : 
Sofe frnm ihe pioun chief's imputed lust. 
Scarce ev'n thuir skeletons could miu^le dust. 
Yc bvautctiUE maids, who fire the modern lay, 
Wilh merit humble, and with virtue gay, 
Tho' with such aacred heat your charms allure. 
Th»t rv'ry melting tliuught but runs more puTCi 
(As, on Hekeiian bills, the virgir»-siiow 
Takes its fine polish from the soUr glow) 
Yiwld your «oft pity to the injur'd shade. 
Whom Virgil's arm;s, disilaiiiing time, invade. 
No guiding angel taught her to dcscrj) 
'f hro' fabled dj-cams, the ruler of the f>ky ; 
Ho hope yet fann'd the soul's immortal flame. 
Her hull was ceiiiiure, her religion fame. 
Oftliesn short hopes, ye poets, what abuse; 
Ponelupe is chaste," and Dido loose ! 

It must be owiied, however, that in 
the passion for restoring ancient beaulie?, 
some deception has taken place. IF an 
author,-t- protcssing to vindicate the cha- 
racter of an unfortunate princess, has' 
tliought proper to falsify the features of* 

• Tradition has made very free with the charMtefj 
of this bdy, notnitbstanding the praises bestowed 
by itoDicr. In some parts of Greocpj altara were raised 
to*her, aa the patroness of proiiiiscuous'inl^rcfMiiW. 

f Dr. Sluarl, in his Iliat. of Scotland. - L... 
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a medal yet in existence,* what credit 

shall we give to his account ol* circum- 

. stances which he could only know by 

WMijecture ? Some of the champions in 

this cause have, displayed great abilities, 

: -and great charity; and nobody, 1 ima- 

■ gine, could be more surprised by the 

result of their enquiries, than the un- 

J)appy subject of them. 

Could she from cold oblivion peep. 

And see her modern portrait shine. 

So pure, so holy, so divine,. 
Round which ev'n wits and scholars weep ; 
The nymph, who on the mountain's steep 

Once more adornM poor Darnley's brow f 
Would rouse her from her tedious sleep. 

With many a hymn, and many a vow ; 
And drawing from her bosom deep 
h Those tales ^bout which historians vary. 

Beg, while her humble sinews bow. 

Protection from the new St. Mary . 

* See the profile of Queen Mary, in that work, 
where the features are very different from the pinched 
cheeks and turned up nose of the celebrated medal, 
from which it is said to be taken. It is a curious fact, 
that the portrait alluded to, is copied from a profile of 
Julia Gonzaga. 

f A tradition, from which a hill, in the neighbour- 
hood of Linlithgow, takes the denomination of Coctt 
U Roy* 

I 3 
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By ihe uncertainty of historical truth, 
and by tlic appearance of success, which 
in certain iKriods, attends the worst mcai, 
and the inoiit wicked designs, some hive 
betn induced to prefer romantic to real 
history, as the more favourable to virtue. 
But fiction is ahvays more feeble than 
truth; for the most diflicult task of ima- 
gination, is the invention of incidents; 
and those . who wish to improve by 
ex[x^rlcncc, cannot be too accurate b 
determining the real connection of the 
facts, from which they are to conclude. 
A fable may illustrate a moral apoph- 
thegm, but can add no force to a poll- 
ticjt maxim. 

Some eminent philosophers, on the 
contrary, attacliing too much importance 
to mathematical demonstration, have 
wished to confine the knowledge ol 
history to certain undeniable facts, awl 
would deprive us of some of its most 
engaging passages, to prevent tlie possi* 
bility of deception. But the essence of 



jresult of dilV'fiWn kbtttift ittW tlife rMh 
of others, who have not ' qualified them- 
selves for their reception by the neces- 
. sary degree of previous research. Or, 
if they are understood, they can only 
. ; furnish the reader with an author's opi- 
. jiions, of which he knows not the foun- 
\.- dation^ and that can never become active 
. sources of knowledge, like those which 
be might obtain by his own exertions. 
'After all, how small is the class of 
readers, who study history, with the 
expectation of acquiring virtue or expe- 
y rience ! To those who are destitute of 
i, the habits and discipline of literature, 
. history is little better than a splendid 
pantomime, where some of the spectators 
. are delighted with the dexterity and bold- 
. ness of^the hero, others with the magni- 
^ £cence tff the scenes, and the astonishing 
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changes of the machinery ; from such 
an entertainment, the majority carry 
away, perhaps, as many morat impres- 
sions, as they would receive from the 
study of Thucydides or Davila. 
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ON THE ORIGIN OF THE MODERN 
ART OF FORTIFICATION. 

XT is generally agreed, amang mili- 
tary writers, that the method of fortifying 
places with bastions was introduced into 
Italy, about the beginning of the six- 
teenth century. But the author of this 
j;reat change in the art of war has never 
l>een accurately traced. I have been 
induced, by Folard's reflections on this 
taibject,** to make some enquiry into it, 
the result of which will perhaps surprize 
the reader. 

The first bastions which were seen in 
Xurope, were v constructed by the Turks, 
for the defence of Otranto, in Apulia, 

* Hist de Polyb«^ tom. iiu p. 2« 8c Se^. 
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which they occupied, from the time 
their invasion, in 1480, to a late pciiod' 
in the succeeding year.* They de- 
fciKled this place aganis.1 the whole power 
of Italy, ajid only capitulated in conse- 
quence ol" the dcaih of Mahomet 11, 
After their departure, the Italians were 
surprized to lind works of a new appear- 
ance; and Guillet-f- says, that their gene- 
ral, Trivulzio, recommended an imib- 
tion of them to (he Christian engineers. 
I have unfortunately mislaid a reference 
to an Italian writer, who corrohorates 
the fact. I 

To the Turks, then, we owe this im- I 
provemcnt ; and it becomes a matter of j 
curiosity, to enquire by what means tliey 
were led to its adoption. 

It had occurred to me, many years 
ago, that Tacitus had described the walls 
of Jerusalem, as constructed in some 
degree, on the modern principle of a 

* FolarJ, Murator, Aniial. lom. xsiii. p. 1688. 
I Vie deMahomijt II. Liy, ii. p. 371. 
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flaqking defence; but finding that Folard 

^ jddiculed the idea, I had givexi iti up, 

' tUl some observations in the Memoirs of 

' Ptince Eugene, lately published, ^nd an 

eacamlo^tion of a. passage, mis-quoti^ by 

Folard, renewed my first opinion. ; 

' Qui croirait*, sa^ys the prince^ f.jtjue 
* j'ai appris quelque 0hose:,d?p Turjjs, et. 
'.que leas Turcs aient appris quelque chose 
*^esRomains? Cela.leur est rest6, ie 
' * crois, des colonies, comme les formes 
*>etrusques des Vases, d^* cruche? q6on 
*.trouve chez cl^a,que paysan/ This is. 
'said, on the subject.. of field-inftcepch- 
ments, which he had learned frpiti^the 
Turks to raise to the height of tyt^nty 
feet. The passage in Tacitus, to. which, 
r have alluded, run§ as follows. ; . 

f Du9§; colles in inwjieiisum editos: 
*'^ claudebant r muri . pgr artem Qbliqui, 
** aut introrsus sinuati, ut latera . pppug- 
" nantium a;d ictjis patqscerent*. Extrema 
** rqpis abrupta,^ et turres,: ubi mons ju- 
'* visset, in sexaginta pedes, inter devexa 



i»« «w rtn oHiGW or tjm 

" in centenos viccnosque attollebantuPH 
*< mim specie, ac procal intuentibus prf' 
*• fcSi Alia intus ma*nia, rcgise ci-rcun»^ 
•* jecia, conspicuoque fastigio turris, Af^ 
" tonia in honorcm M. Afl-tonii ab HermJtf' 
" appcllata."* 

The only wordfe in this passage, which 
can admit of any dispute, are, " obliqui, 
aut intorsus sinuati/' which Folard tratB- 
lates, by " salient & re-entering angles," 
and which he discredits, because, hesaj-s, 
Josephus has given a difterent account 
of the works. But it is clear, that Jose- 
phus, after mentioning the other wallsy' 
describes the three towers, erected bj' 
Herod, on the old wail, in a maiincr 
corresponding to that of Tacitus ; only 
that he omits to notice the curvaturesot' 
the works. I sliall quote a part of his 
account, the whole being too long for , 
insertion. 

" Now as to these three towers, the , 
"height was prodigious, and yet the 

. ■ ■ » lacit, Hiator. lib. v. 
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place th«y W/^e xdmd tipoiv aia^tt 
«ec»n muG^ m^TQ thaa it wa8« For tbc 
ol4 w^U tksy stood ufiaa was. iisetf 
«if€cte4 ii$¥m a, very hlgb piece of 
grovio4} dod. theg^ turrets again weiie 
gdvsuioed upao the top of a mountain^ 
that was yet thiirty) cuiodts higher tkao 
the aiwienA waU. NeiUher were they 
les& admirable foir tlie materials^ they) 
were mv^ o^ than for the. slructura^ 
The stonea wew neithei! commoo^ nor 
of a weight to be removed with handsi- 
but of white< moxbht cut into bkieks-of 
twenty Qubits> hmg^ tea in breadth^ andl 
&we cubits deep: and so artifiisiatty put 
together^ that tbeiie wepe no^ joints, tor 
be seen» but ermy dtstioct tower looked" 
like one entire^ piece/'* 
Vilhdpaadus^ who followed Josephu^' 
iiefly» bas also, omitted to notice the 
inks. 

But Tacitus linzed at the time of die 
E^e of Jerusalem; he probably had 

* Josephus, translated by V Estrange- BookvL^ 
ip. vi 
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conversed with officers who served under 
Titus ; and he has described the Works 
with more appearance of military know- 
ledge than Josephus, who* was only 
anxious to boast the magnificence of their 
structure. There is certainly no contra- 
diction between them. 

Ammianus Marcelltnus furnishes a most 
curious passage, which, if we may Ae- 
pend on it, shews that flanking defences 
had existed, long before this celebrated 
siege. 

In speaking of the campaign of Sapor, 
k'mg of Persia, in. Mesopotamia, he adch; 
" ViRTAM adoriri disposuit, munimen- 
" tum valde vetustum, ut a?dificatum a 
" Macedone crediitur Alexandre, in ex- 
" ircmo quideni Mesopotamiiae situm, sed 
" muris jvelut ,Si'?iuosis circumdatum et 
" Coimutis^ iustructioncque varia inac- 



" ccjssum."* 



I strongly iiuspect that Folard had 

* Lib. XX. c. VI. 
The instructio varia may have been ajiialajj^ous to the 
intricate Gateways of the F.asl, 
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never examined this passage; because 

be remarks on it, that the historian must 

faaye been mistaken ; for, although the 

town was old, the walls were not. On 

Ihc! contrary, the pointed expressions of 

. Ammianus lead us to suppose, that the 

genius of Alexander had anticipated this 

principle of defence, by many centuries. 

All this positiveness, on the part of Folard, 

arose from a misapprehension, owing to 

his ignorance of the ancient languages, 

and his proneness to accommodate every 

Aing to the recent state of fortification. 

JMe could understand nothing but redents, 

Igy the words ' siriuosi, and comuti,' but 

I conceive that they convfey a different 

aneaningv 

. In CORONELLl's ISOLARIO, and in his 
«]escription of the Morea, we see con- 
fcave flanks, which form segments of 
considerable circles in the curtins, instead 
of straight lines ; and these I apprehend 
to resemble the sinuosities mentioned 
both by Tacitus, and Ammianus. That 
VOL. II. K 
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they were copied from more ancient 
buildings, which no longer exist, is 
highly probable. I refer tlie reader jhp- 
ticularly to the views of Lepanto and 
Cerigo in Coronelli. for examples of ihis 
construction. The expression, ' coma- 
tus,' used by Ammianus, is particularly 
descriptive of this kuid of work ; thougli 
it has t>een applied, by modern Latia 
writers on military afiairs, to the bom- 
work. 

By attending to the curious work d 
Procopius, Utpi KrtfffMTs^v, we are enablHl 
to ascertain the date of several deviations 
from the ancient mode of fortificatioD, 
;ind of approaches to the modern method. 
When the emperor Justinian adopted a 
defensive system, on the eastern frontier, 
by the construction or repair of fortresses, 
and by fortified lines, he bestowed pat- 
licular attention on the re-edification of 
Dara, in Mesopotamia. As the place 
was threatened by the Barbarians, he 
durst not open it, by demolishing die 
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ancient walls ; be therefore surrounded 
them with an outer, lower wall, or 
yauxnur, which in more modern times, 
occupied the Berme, and became the 
0Fausse4)raye.* At the bottom of each 
of the towers, he constructed a square 
work; and thus gave origin, at once, 
to bastioned towers, and to the square 
bastion ; of the latter, vestiges appear to 
Jhave existed, even in the seventeenth 
century. -f He introduced, also, the 
lound-turrets in the middle of the towers, 
<^f which Conway castle affords exam- 
ples. 

He constructed, on the level ground, 
where the enemy might easily approach, 
to the southward, an advanced ditch, in 
^rm of a half-moon, in front of the 
yai^nur^ and resting on the wall at its 
extremities. This ditch was lined par- 
tially by a lower wall, and was, in tjact, 

* P. 30, 31. cap. i. lib. ii. 

t See Lotfch* de Rebos Germanicis, T. i. View of 
Saxenhauaen. 

K 2 
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an out-work, resembling very much the 
Fer-a-cheval, only perhaps of a larger 
size. I shall quote Procopius's wonk^ 
as Mr, Gibbons has only mendoned it 

generally. Tippn m namu imou^ Afwr Tt n 
^alkii UaifUf txpy^eof hri fioMpoi uenop^asj atartfot ami 
rH wpcrrtixla'fjuni to «cfa( tnr^cy, HHaro^ ^ imfMii 
ifMarTaiffOfAtwgj a$arSv rt vearairaffw toi( vdhBymi itdnar- 
i/iffaiJLSvoij h /jtolpa is cumig tUs errhf xpore^i^^ ^ifUHi 
iTtpov. u ii iperuTtg h wo>Mpiua fpoupoucri FmftStot n n 
^tpi0o}iH Mai vporetxio-fiaroi tS trips afpwnriia'afTtf^ iwtf 
tS TBixoug TrfoffeffTorreum 

In fortifying Martyropolis, in Meso- 
potamia, Justinian terrassed the space 
between the old and new walls ; this was 

another advance in the art.* 

At what precise time the improvement 
was made, of presenting an angle of the 
square tower to the country, instead of 
the face, I am not able to point out. 
It seems to have been first suggested, by 
the superior chance which it afforded, 
of eluding the impression of the battering 
ram. In Cassa's views of the walls of 

* P. 55. 
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* 

Pola, this construction appears, in the 
ancient foundations^ as well as in the 
* modern superstructure.* Tliis, with the 
talus given to the wall, were the ingime- 
diate fore-runners of the Bastion. 
. It appears then, that, from the time 
-of Justinian, Mesopotamia became the 
school of the arts of attack and defence 
l^lating to sieges. The places, originally 
fortified against the Persians, fell subse- 
gently into the hands of the Turks, who 
siade their progress chiefly by sieges; 
and in the course of their long and 
sanguinary struggles, after the introduc- 
tiMi of artillery, the invention of the 
bastion seems to have arisen, from the 
inodels of flanking fortification, of which 
tbey had become possessed. During the 
jeign of Mahomet ll, the Turks were in 
liie full tide of their military glory. 
They threatened, at that time, the con- 
quest of Germany and Italy, as well as 

* Mr» Morier observed this construction in the towers 
^f K^or^ in Persist. 

K 3 



(M ON THE ORIGIN OF THE 

of the Greek Islands; nor was the dan- 
ger of (he continent averted, till the battle 
ot" Lopanto. 

The personal character of Mahomet ii. 

roured improvements in the arts of al- 
and defence, in a remarkable degi'ee. 



nay he 
as tl foie-ru 
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""J, in this respect, 
ouis XIV. Guillet 
:ntion of mortars.* 
of Constantinople, 
iry science of \m 
asserts, that cross- 
ed by the Turks 
t he ascribes the 



suggestion of the practice to an Hun- 
garian.:}: 

Barletus has hinted generally,l| tint 
Scanderbeg, the distinguished adversary 
of Mahomet, endeavoured to fortify his 
places against the recent invention of 

• T. i. p. Ifl. 
f P. 145- 
J P. 138. 
tUb.7. 
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artillery ; but here we find the undoubted 
origin of the talm in military works. 
** Ad Portam ipsam urbis turrim ingen- 
.'* tem solidissimam construxere, non to- 
^' men pnerecta facies murorum relicta, 
^' ne opportuna injurm esset, sed veluti 
•f* JACENS, tUfacilms eluderet ictus machi- 
.*• narum" ♦ 

This passage, relating to the fortificar 
tions of Croye, which has been over- 
looked by Guillet, furnishes a most curi- 
PUS epoch in the improvement of military 
science. Barletus adds, '^ nos a forma 
** pedis Scarpam vulgari magis proprio 
-** vocabulo eum appellamus." From 
ihese expressions, we may not only infer 
that tliis advanced work was the original 
l^lf-moon of engineer?, but we also 
dedtice frona hence tlie term scarp, 
.which still subsists, to denote the slope 
of tlie ditch. The date of this improvc- 
metit is 1465. 

•*. Pe Vita et gestis Scanderbegi, 1. vii. p. J 22. 

K 4 
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Xt is unnecessary to add, that Croye 
was afterwards taken by the Turks, id 
1*77. During this hiterval of twelve 
years, it is not improbable that other 
alterations had licen made in the worlds, 
and that the Turkish engineers might 
have found in Croye the models of their 
constructions at Otranto. Whatever ad- 
ditions they may have made, it appcan 
certainly from tlie detail of Barletus, that 
the first great eftbrt towards the modem 
art of fortification originated in the genius 
of the Christian hero, whose history dfr ■ 
serves to be more accurately known. 

But their rapid degeneracy in military 
knowledge deprived the Turks of the 1)0- 
nefit of diclr own inventions. The people 
who first constructed bastions, and who 
first opened trenches before towns, were 
proved, two hundred years afterwards, 
by the siege of Vienna, in 1683, to 
have sunk into the depth of stupid bar- 
barity. Embairasscd by their own num- 
bers, and encamped without precautioDi 
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• 

they fled before a handful of light ca- 
^valry. 

The Polygonal bastions of Rhodes, as 
they appear in the plans of Dapper, and 
'the Due de Choiseul,. present an unfoiv 
tunite attempt to modernize the Roman 
towers, of the same form. I believe very 
few instances of a similar constructi6n 
are to be found, excepting the lines of 
Precop. The slope of the summit of 
the parapet, seems, from the account of 
the accurate Sandys, to have been first 
practised in the works of the Valetta, 
after the deliverance of Malta from the 
Turks. " The walls on the inside," says 
he, " are not above six foot high, un- 
imbattald* and shelving on the outside/' 
♦To have noticed this construction, after 
having seen the principal cities of Italy, 
would have been trifling, if the method 
had not then been new. 

in Antella's plan of the Valetta, 
published in 1600, we find casemates in 

* p. 233. 



the flanks of the bastions : the Turb 
were now stimulating their enemies lo 
excel them. The effects of reliied flanks 
were long and dreadfully felt by them, 
some years afterwards, during the siege 
of CANDIA, by the celebrated defence 
of the bastions of St. Andrea, aod 
Piinigi'a. 
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THE PUPPET^HEW : 

A DIDACTIC POEM : 
Partly traodated from Addison's Mackiua GettiadaiUet. 



Writtea in 1^88. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Exordivm — Mcny Andrev.- — The Booth — Enlrancc if 
t/ie Puppets— PUNCH-'Rnetlings — Simile — A BaOU 
—AMERICAN tVAR-PIETY IN PATTENS-^ 
OMBRES CHINOISES—A Simile— PjiTAGONIAtI 
THEATRE—SERIOUS BALLETS— A Viiion-Phi- 
ioioplitf qf Puppet-Sheas — The Marquis de OMoar-,, 
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TH6 PUPPET-SHEW. 



T> 



H£ wondrous pageants of an humble train« 
, A finjr race, and nation Yoid of brain, 
I sing. No heavenly s{>ark inflamed their hearts ; 
Their framer guiltless of Promethean arts. 

Where the hoarse druro> and motley droll invite 
> The gaping mob, with foretaste of delight, 
-Where jests are dealt to please the long-ear'd crew. 
As old as Miller's, and as C — t — y*s new. 



Admitanda tano levium spectaciila reruni^ 
£xiguam genteih, et vacuum sine mente popejlum ; 
Quern, non surreptis cseli de fomice flammis, 
Innocua melior ^stbricaverat arte Prometheus* 

Compita qua risu fervent, glomeratque tumultum 
HiftriOf delectatque inhiantem scommate turbam. 
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Led by the lore o( sights, «r love of tun. 
To pit and gallery the audience run. 
Not equal benches hold the staring rows. 
But peerage-like, the fees their worth disclose. 
At length, the figur'd curtain rolls away ; 
Full oa the narrovF stage the tapers play. 
Where crossing wires deceive the curious eye. 
That else too plain ibf, homely fraud would spy. 
And now the actors croud, in squeaking droves. 
By painted domes, and Lilliputian groves ; 
'Mid scanty scenes, like us they sport or j 
In narrow pasies forms th' embattled war 
Our pomps, our cares contracted to a spaj). 
The little mimics play giguitic ma 



I 



Quotquot IstltiK studio aut nof it«te tenentur, 
Undique congresii perniiasa sedilia complent. 
Nee confiisus honos; nummo subtetlia cedunt 
Diverso, et varii ad pretium stat copia scamni. 
Tandem ubi subtrahitur velamen, lumina pasiim 
Angnstoa penetrant aditui, qua plurima viawx 
Fila seoant, ne cum vacuo datur we ^ueflFa, 
Pervia fcaus pateat : moxBtridiilatairbB.p«iuttei 
Ingreditur pictos, et meenia squalida fueo. 
Hie humiles inter acenat, aagnetaifue cUua^a, 
Quicquid agaiU hominca, coucnrBUb hello* triuiig^bN. 
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But o'er the rest see Punchinello rise. 
Of hoarser accent, and tremendous siae ! 
An ample clasp his jeHdn's round confines^. 
Hb well-taught eye with vivid motion shines ; 
Far-stretch'd before his jutting paunch appears. 
His lofty back overwhelms his humbled ears : 
Not with more terror to each sweeping g[own 
Thro' country-dances plods the laboring clown^ 
Than the small heroes, thro' the parted sheet. 
See his broad paunch precede his distanced fbeU 
Proud ofhis bulk* and '' huge two^hsmded sway/* 
He reigns, the tyrant of the p«ippet-play» 
Gibes his poor wooden slaves in want<Hi fit, 
*' And shakes lh# ckm^ bench with'' andc '' wit»'- 



^udit in exiguo plebecula parva theatro. 

Sed praeter reliquos iucedit Homuncio rauca 
yoce strepens^ major subnectit fibula vestem, 
£t referunt vivos errantia lumina motus ; 
In ventrem tumet immodicum ; pone eminet ingens 
A tergpgibbus; Pygpnaeum territat agpmen 
Major, ^iaABian^n miratur tnrba gigantem. 
Hie magna fretus mole, imparibusque lacertis 
Confisuft, gracili jactat convi^a vulgo, 
£t crebro solvit, lepidum caput, ora cachinno. 
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When courtly lords and shining dames are seen 
Round beauteous Grisild' or St. George's Queen^ 
His saucy laugh disturbs the bolemn place. 
And the room echoes to his pert grimace. 
Or wilder still, his lawless flame invades 
The modest beauties of the VamishM maids.; 
The YarnishM maids with disapproving hiss 
And coy reluctance, shun the saucy kiss. 

But undisturb'd the meaner forms advance. 
And ply their little limbs in busy dance. 

And oft witk glittering paste and tmsel gay. 
The wooden race their birth»day rob^ display ; 
In marshaird order trip the ladies bright. 
And lordlings sparkle on the vulgar sight. 
While the small people, joining in the press. 
Revive the dream of Pygmy-happiness : 



Quanquam res agitur solenni seria pompa, 
Spernit sollicitum intractabilis ille tumultum, 
Et risu importunus adest, atque omnia turbat* 
Nee rafb invadit molles, pictamque protervo 
Ore petit Nympham, invitoque dat oscula ligno. 

Sed comitum vulgus diversis membra fatigant 
Ludis, et vario lascivit mobile saltu. 

Saepe etiam gemmis rutila, et spectabilis auro, 
Lignea gens prodit, nitidisque superbit in ostris. 
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As if the warlike dwarfs, relaxM from toils^ 
In knightly glories rich, and feathered spoils. 
Had quenched in gentle ease, and soothing strains. 
The airy terrors of the hostile cranes. 

So when the stars their middle station keep^ 
The sportive Faries o'er the greensward sweep ; 
In merry round they print the narrow ring^ 
And wave the yielding grass with nimble spring, 
Whence kindly juices the glad soil bedew. 
And the rich circle shoots with darker hue. 

But sudden clouds the happy scene o'ercast^ 
Wars, horrid wars resound their dreadful blast. 



Nam, qtioties festam celebrat sub imagine lucem, 
Ordine composito Nympharum incedit honestum 
Agmen, et exigui proceres, parvique Quirites. 
Pygmseos credas positis mitescere bellis, 
Jamque infensa Gruum temnentes praelia, tutos 
Indulgere jocis, tenerisque vacare choreis. 
Tales, cum medio labuntur sidera caelo> 
Paryi subsiliunt Lemures, populusque pusillus 
Festiyos, rediens sua per vestigia, gyros 
Ducit, et angustum crebro pede pulsitat orbem* 
Mane patent gressus ; hinc succos terra feraces 
Concipit, in multam pubentia gramina surgunt 
I^uxuriem, tenerisque yirescit circulus herbis. 

Vol. II. L 
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Their hasty arms the wooden warriori seize, 
AqJ desp'rale combat intcrnipts their «w«. 
So than our pleasures : thus our blisi withstood ! 
So ilash'd with care is ev'ry mortal goodl 

Now front to front th* dazzling Knea appnr, 
lUise the thin sword, or point the taper sprfar; 
With martial port they loediiate the blow. 

And leveird-muslceU threat' the daring foe:. 

Hark I the smart crackers spit iheir fiery brvath, 

Ilisi, bounce, and thinider in the field of death. 

Thro* ev'ry arch the mingled bursts resound ; 

Thick-falling warriors strew th* unhappy grotoid. 
Sometimes the sad detail of civil rage 

Lift* to sublimer aim the pygmy-tage. 

From Bunker's Hill now flaming rosin datts, 

Now dreadful Howe appals the Yankey-bearts ; 

Here Burgoyne, forc'd to yield, forbid to fly, 

A well -dissembled Puppet ! seems to sigh. 



At non tranquijlas nulla abdunt nubila loces, 
Sspe gravi siirguiit bella, horrida bella tiumulty. 
Arma ciet truculettta cohors, placidamtgue quietem 
Dirumpimt pugnaj ; usque adeo insincera rolupUi 
Omnibus, et mistae castigant gaudia curse. 
Jam gladiii tubiilique ingesto sulphure foeti. 



A little Caipe i|hpo($ resistless fires^ 
On Baro^^y^ll's £i^be^^ ^9dr^'s form expires ; 
Or Ro.^R^y's t^)iii4^r sends the Qaijjc foe 
Thro' csmvas t^illows, to tl^e depths b^lpw» 

InTentive Foote p^oduc'd* his w^ to skreen^ 
Socratic puppets^ and t^' ambi^uoi^s scfki^ ; 
Hence chasten'd love and hDmble faith ii^spire 
The pa^ten'ci beauty^ and the gen'rojas 'Squire. 
Great lord f>f irony ! he sway'd ^he age. 
The peerless Plato of the puppet-s^age. 

N^xt^ f^eagre France^ w^o poijil^ a^prd no fopre 
Substantial forms to grace a rival shore^ 
Sarcastic^ taught ip ^iry space to ^it 
Her Eastern shades, with empty sounds of wit. 
Lo ! half-conceai'd the dexterous puppet plays^ 
Beneath the ^rtfiil veil's indulgent blaze ; 
In flippant French the restless Bgur^ jar^ 
And foreign squnds perpj^x the list'nuig tar. 
But soon til* imperfect f^rpis disgust the eye. 



Protensaeque hastse^ ful^ntiaque arma> miaaequc 
Telorum ingentes subeunt ; dant claustra fragorem 
Horrendum, ruptae stridente bitumine chartae 

I 

Confusos reddunt crepitus^ et sibila miscent* 
Sternitur omne solum pereuntibus ; undique csesae 
Apparent tnrmacy civilis crimina belli. 
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Darkling they comei and unregrelted fly : 
iio when ihe wanil'riag chief the ghosts aurveyM, 
That " s(|Ueak and gibber" in lii' infernal shade, 
His wonder past, he Tiew'd with careless ease 
Forms impotent alike to hurt or please- 
Then high the gen'rous emulation ran, 
Th' eODobled puppet tow' ring into man. 
Fair in the Strand the pleasing stage was found. 
With lovely art, and happy graces crown'd. 
There Shakespeare's wit in wooden gestures sbooe. 
There J — p — n's. blest, to please the eye alone! 

With nipid step a nobler band succeeds. 
The Fantoccini, known by deathless deeds; 
Scarce man himself their promptness can surpass 
To trim the taper, or present the glass. 

Behold Novetre the mimic art restore ! 
Medea raves and Phsdra ^eeps no more. 
Here sense and sKew decide their long dispute. 
For man turns puppet, and the stage is mute. 
Ungraceful Hamlets, aukward Romeo's fly : 
Let MoTHEB (ioosB* more worthy themes supply. 



• This passage might very well have been wrjtlM I 
at the time when the poem is dated ; for the enlertsin- 
menl of Selitna and Aisor was taken from the atorj 
of Beauty »nd the Beast, in Mother Goose's Taiet 
The stage, i» now farther indebted to that learned | 
author. ,, „,,,,„. 
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On the vasl stage* o'er many an acre spread, • 
Be lowing herds and numerous squadrons led ; 
While Blue Bea^rd fierce the fatal key demands. 
Or Puss IN Boots acquires the Ogre's lands ; 
Or fair Red Riding-Hood* in luckless hour* 
A helpless victim falls to fraud and pow'r. 

Proceed, great days I till poetry expire. 
Till Congreve pall us, and till Shakespeare tire ; 
Till ev'ry tongue its useless art let fall. 
And moping Silence roost in Rufus' hall ; 
Till nimble preachers foot the moral dance. 
Till capering envoys check the pow'r of France, 
And full St* Stephen's see, with mute surprise. 
The Opposition sink, and Premier rise. 

But oh ! what God inspires my boding mind 
To paint the glimm'ring prospect yet behind ! 
I see in gesture ev'ry wish exprest. 
Each art, each science quit the lighten'd breast : 
No wand'ring eyes the distant heav'ns explore, * 
On two legs tott'ring, man descends to four* 
Then, great Monboddo* proves thy system true ; 
Again in caves shall herd the naked crew; 
Again the happy savages shall trail 
(A long-lost gift 1) the graceful length of tail : 
In that blest moment, by indulgent beav'n. 
Thy wish, Rousseau* and Swift's revenge are given. 

Now, whence the puppet's various functions came 
The muse shall teach^ and make insruction fame. 
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The workmen Brst ihe lutiib'ring logs mfarm. 
And chip" ahd loriurc into human forni ; 
Nest itring the Ii<nbs, and ciasp the joints with Stt, 
Add piece to piece, and ansrt'rlng part to part j 
Then wlMcling polllca jain, atid (lotving cordit, 
WhOA! secret influence guides the wooden lorilti 
And now the nice machine completed slandtl-. 
And bears the skilful Dtint of rawtcr-hands ; 
Seems in its new ctealion to rejokp, 
Th' imparted motions and the grafted voice j 
Ai justly taming to the ruling springs 
As voti9 to minS^erj, or hearta m kJngfr 



Nunc taineii nnde gffnm docat, qta« dextn &^ 

Suppeditet rirea, qnem poxat: tarbii inoTcnten, 
Expediam. Truncos opif«K ot iautile lignnin 
Cogit in hninanas kpecies> et fobbft riatam 
Progeniem telo efibrmat, nexuqae tenaci 
Crura ligatpediboa, htmeroque teconttnodat tnnOs, 
Et merobris membra optat, et fcrtsbus insuH aita»> 
Tunc babilea addit trochleas, quibos arte piuillam 
Versat od«ib, molique manu fam^tatna inerti 
SuSicit DCculMS motus, TOtJemqut a 
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Hence^ learned Casaux,* thy earnest thoughts 
began 
To trace the jointed frame of polish'd man. 
In some low booths that on the rampart lies^ 
To catch in heedless throngs Parisian flies. 
Where the wise Hebrew shone in tinsel-light. 
Or Europe^s princes charmed thy tender sight, 
Thy soul divinM, for such the will of fate. 
The shifting puppet-shew of pow'r and state. 

Poets themselves in puppet-motions sport. 
And steal sweet voices from th' Aonian court ; 
Transporting sounds ! that pass, with struggling pain. 
Our narrow organs in a ruder strain. 
See, classic Addison with ease combines 
Virgilian accents in his sportive lines : 
But mine, weak ofispring of a languid age. 
Love the low roof, and haunt the humble stage — 
Congenial themes the mimic muse requires. 
And on mean altars lights her scanty firos. 



His structa auxiliis jam machina tota peritos 
Ostendit sulcos, duri et vestigia ferri : 
Hinc salit, atque agili se sublevat incita motu, 
Vocesque emittit tenues, et non sua verba. 

* Author of the Mechanism qf Society* 
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Froi» bauftfd *prip| and ^nfe, 
Edg*!! with poplar paler 
The partiDg Genius is with sighing aeU 
Hi 
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V OF GENIUS. 

If is useful to observe the effect of 
dut early teading, in perpetuating false 
itkipressions even among those who boast 
an etnancipation from all prejudices of 
liducatioti. Hume's classical knowledge 
was too strong for his scepticism ; for in 
bne of his essays he supposes it probable, 
that such a scheme as that of the ancient 
mythology may have been carried into 
C^Cty at some period, in some part of 
thlg tolar system. Camoens makes the 
^ Virgin Mary intercede with Jupiter, 
when the Portuguese are in danger, and 
seems as much attached to one religion 
as to the other. Vossius, of whom 
Charles II. used to say, that he believed 
every thing but the Bible, was another 
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jnsiance of the ease with which men 
suft'er the grossest impostures to gain 
upon them, when they are unhappily 
recommended by elegance and wit.* I 
am apt to imagine, that the extrava- 
gancies of Ihe ancient poets, engraved 
on our minds by the rod, and too par- 
tially entertained by our relish of the 
more sober beauties of those authois; 
have sometimes deceived us in our esti- 
mate of human facultie*!, and have sup- 
ported, unpcrceived, something of lite- 
rary superstition and metaphysical mys- 
ticism, even to the present time. "When. 
we speak of a man who lias made any 
considerable discovery in science of art, 
who has painted a good picture, written 
a fine jxiem, or a very good novel, we 

* It in saiti, that when Votisius, who was a canw 
of Windsor, lay on his death-hed, the Dean came » 
persuade him to receive the aacrament. Vossius rejected 
tile propoBai with indignity : after some altercaiioo, 
the Dean gravely said ; " Mr. Vossius, if you will m* 
receive it for the love of God, tike it, at least for t!» 
honour of the chapter." 
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;{ call him a man of genius, without under* 
-;. standing our own meaning. Books have 
Y^een written, indeed, to explain the 
t^tt^ord genius, but speakers and readers 
HL*fiiave continued to doubt; for authors 
Phave agreed in- the same error, of con- 
V sidering genius as a distinct power of tlie 
t mind, while in reality, it originally 
I denoted something totally independent 

f :of -it. 

*' 1 kiiow not whether weakness or pride 
/contributed more to those delusions, 
Which appropriated a divinity to preside 
6ver the most usual, and the least digni- 
fied of our natural functions, but if the 
uncients supposed themselves to be super- 
naturally assisted on such occasions, it is 
"riot wonderful that they should lay claim 
. to superior protection, in the bright and 
enviable moments of* literary success. 
They behcved, that every itian was under 
the direction of one of the smaller deities, 
or aerial daemons ; a sort of valets to the 
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superior gods,* and according to Seneqi; 
tutors of men ; like the usual arrange- 
ment in families of distinction ypoi 
earth. Sepouc in praesentia quae (}ui> 
busdam placcnt : ujaicuique nostrum i^ 
dagogum dari Deum, non quidem ordir 
narium, sed hunc inferioris nqtiae, Q 
eorum numero quos Ovidius ait de pify 
dcos.-f 

Tliesc obsequious inhabitants of tb; 
air, who at their leisure^hours chased 
swallows and crows, obtained the gsm^ 
name of genius. And some emiwtf 
men, in their atrabilious moments, hxK 
fancied that they discerned the presence 
of such attendants. It would appear, 

* Apuleius de Deo Socratis. •quaedara di- 

vinae mediai potestates, inter summum cetheraet infimas 
terras, ********* inter terricolas caDlicoIasque rec- 
tores, hinc precum, inde donoruni **** Iloruni enioi 
mumis et opera atque cura est, ut Aiinibali sonjnia 
orbitatem oculi comminarentnr, Flaniinio extispicia 

periculum cladis praidicant, &c» 

•J 

t Senec. Epist, ex. 




4>P CSNIVS. 167 

|Hnrevc»> tlmt^SkucMtes ^itid^tbe Platonic, 
4Mfifined the inflaeffoe of the getiios 
^kAdiy to pmsages atid ^betitiom in 
idB^ious loeremonias. The poNsts i^ougbt 
ves of suifidietit iixipiMtamje to 
e a separate ertabliifament, and 
pdKie tb^T jgemi isUtionaty mi P^nassus. 
||iit after the introduction ^ iCh¥i^4aml5^ 
anihen lire learned ^eipbanasBed themsdves^ 
^htf' ietikmng thie Hatonic doctrin^e of 
^jl^fiionsy to grace tbeir systems of magic, 
^Ime genius was not only toonsideiied as a 
pematural attendant, but as a being 
ed of mxist tioKtensive knowledge, 
idb he HQ19 Klisposed to comoninicste 
^OB certain considerations. Marinus, a 
%iBgg^phor €f Protiias, bas asserted that 
jtuteus, ta dnam of conseipience^^and no 
jialibt « ^ery ^able statetman, observed 
itpe*day the hedd €rf Proclu^ surrounded 
miih nys (such as we denominate ^ 
Ijlbify) while he was teacliing ; *^ ut di- 
ving signo," says Brucker, " quails in 
hoc eorpore daenoon Jateret, omnes intel- 
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ligerent.* Non puduit itaque Marinum, 
vitae hujus Compilatorem^ divinae inspi- 
rationis (Aum hri«voMv) participem eum &- 
isse, asserere^ et vultum oculosque ac €fa 
divinos radios sparsisse mentiri." ProdiB 
afiected to believe^ that he was assisted 
in the composition of his works by the 
goddess Cybele. Hence the Tisionaiy 
hopes of forming a commerce with an- 
gelic existences^ which dissipated die 
hours of many ardent scholarsr. The 
Paracelsian and Roslcrucian follies, and 
the most sincere part of Alchemy, at 
well, perhaps, as some late sects, derive 
their orign from this mixed and doubtful 
source, 

Thiii wild conjunction of mythology 
and magic formed a spell, not easily to 
be broken. An undefined veneration 
was attached to the term genius, whicb 
became more powerful as it was less 
understood. The influence of classical 

* Hist. Critic. Philosoph. torn, ii, p. 332, 
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imagery, and its perpetual recurrence 
to inspiration/ supported an impression, 
which, like the terror of nocturnal illu- 
sions, though discla'uned in public, and 
no longer existing as a system, still haunts 
the hours of silence and solitude. Poets, 
at all times the most incorrigible of the 
literary tribes, still dream of impulse^ 
and mistake their own idleness for the 
firown of Minerva. Morhoff, one of 
^ose singular characters, who acquire 
^e belief of common errors, by exten- 
sve reading, and profound meditation, 
kwas so struck with this impression, that 
lie wrote a whole chapter, de eo, quod in 
iicipUnis divinum est. He has indeed 
J^tly rejected the syncretistic follies of 
flie former age, but he perhaps allowed 
inspiration rather too largely, when he 
granted it to an Italian improvisatore; 
and to Valentine Greatrak.* 

The concluding lines of Buchannan's 
address to Mary Queen of Scots, which 

' * Polyhifllor, literar. lib. u cap. xii. { 13. 28. 
VOL. II. M 
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have been reckoned so obscure, may be 
easily explained by this yiew of the foP 
nier acceptation of genius* . 

t'I'on tamen ausus eram male natum exponere fcBUm, 
Ne inibi dist>liceailt qiiis plstcfoeire tibi. 
N&m qtiod ab ingenio domini sperai^ n^uibant^ 
Debebunt genio forsitan iila tuo* 

The feebleness df thfc poet* i VeittS (tt 
his modesty led hiiii lo spteak). Was to hi 
protected by the genhls of thd Que^ 
which, by the cotlrtesy b( thfe age, Wtt 
deemed of superior ttitik ahd pbn^er to 
the genius of a private pdtson^ t dtoftdt 
suspect so excellent a poet as fiifch^nnatl, 
of any intentional J^lky 6n the words 
ingenium and genius. In the Ajax 
Mastigophorus, Sophocles ascribe* the 
hero's execrations to his efril genius, who 
^lone, he says, cttuld have invented thftft. 

Lord Verulam had liiany stiunge fin- 
cies, about the genius attsehdant on grc^ 
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jntnds ; he sublimed his notions on tfai^ 
tubject with Van Helmont's doctrine of 

. transmitted i^rits^ which referred all 
«ntiience in military and civil affairs^ as 

, well as in wit, to the force of pei-spira- 
bon. 

The genii were sometimes supposed. 
to be Ibe spirits of departed men, espe-* 
eially those which were thought to revisit 
the places of their former residence, or 
Ihe K^nes of dieir destruction : heece. 
that passage in Milton ; 

lle^cefi^rth tl^\i aft the ^nitis of the shofe^ 
)[n thy large recompense', and shalt be good 
To aH that wander in the perilous floodJ* 

' W¥ki ^H this contagious mysdcism 
flejiating from brain to brain, jt is j[iot to 
be wondered, (hat poets should he pre^r 
stimpCuous and idle, .cur tiiat oeader$ 
sl^iMd *e slavii^jr ttmod. The vbtwy 
of%)G^iQajfr^zy fimciedliimself enters 

It ^ • 

■■■' •■■ ' .;; ;•.-•/••., *, UrflP!^ 
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ing the temple of Apollo, and invested 
with the sacred characters of a priest and 
a propliet, when he " poured forth hts 
unpremeditated verse," while the multi- 
tude, combining the most distant ana- 
logics, bL'lleved that in the writings of 
eminent poets, they discovered predic- 
tions, in which the author liimself liai 
been unconsciously prompted by his 
genius. 

It was not enough to admire Virgil as 
a great Poet; his votaries were deter- 
mined to venerate him as a prophet, and 
almost as a god. While altars were- 
erected, and incense was burnt to him, 
by some of the first restorers of Jetten, 
the credulous explored their destinies in 
his pages, by the aid of false transla- 
tion, and distorted inference. It is well 
known, that Charles I. was greatly dis- 
concerted and distressed, on finding the 
Sortes Virgilianie unfavourable, at the 
beginning of the civil war. With the 
libLTties of application allowed in these 
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i cases, it is easy to find a prophecy of 

any event, after it has taken place. If^ 

: for instance, a prediction is wanted of 

, the calamities occasioned by the Prag-* 

matic Sanction, it is ready in Juvenal ; 

■ i ■ ■ ■ ' . 

.Inde cadunt partes^ ex foedere Pragmaticorum. 

In this manner, the celebrated prophecies 
o£ Nostradamus have acquired the pro- 
tection,, even of the learned. Morhoff 
dwells with great satisfaction, on the 
number of important events predicted by 
this man, who wrote his rhapsodies in 
1555. One of his rhimes was supposed 
to be accomplished sixteen years after* 
wards, by the massacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew;/ 

£n glrande dt^, qui n* a pain qti' a- demy, 
' Enedre un couple Si* Barthelemy. 
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.But unluckily, in another quatrain, 
he foretold that in • 1707, the Turks 
would , conquer the northern parts of 
Europe^- not foreseeing Prince Eugene. 

M 3 
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The couplet I have quoted^ mighty with 
the usual latitude of appropriating pre- 
dictionsy be applied to later oocurreiiee^ 
as some degree of similarity in the course 
of hnmari affairs must often recur» wheo 
miracles are out of the question. But 
to shew how easily the rank of prophet 
may be thus obtained^ I shail quote t 
j^assage from Camerarius^s Horde Sub* 
cisivte, my edition of which was pub- 
fished one Ibutidred a^ tbirty-^x yean 
H^, wbkh be&rs more minute cfaaiacten 
df iriesemblatk:e to reccfnt e^eots, than 
toy thiftg I *avfe met with ; — ^' Ne efe- 
emfpla tarn teftgi piitamirs quid obsecro 
non perpessi sunt homines miseri nuper 
in carnificinis Gallicis, prsesertinA Lute- 
tiana ? Quid enim valgus, veluti ludos 
ageret, quibus humanus sanguis effiin- 
deretur, saevitiae, crudelitatis, libidinis, 
turpitudini's^ ignomiuias, tarn in eos qui 
neci destinati erant, quum in alios qui 
pro innoxiis habebaittur, et quidam non 
solum el^ga vivos, sed erga mortuos etiaoif 
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m}f\ habita rationp aetatis, dignitatis, con- 
ditionis, aut 8exus, omifiit ? 

We can more easily pardon this tribute 
to those works, ^ which are the pride and 
(ielight of all ages, when we consider 
the signs and conditions annexed to the 
character of a prophet, during the pre- 
valence of tlie heathen mythology, and 
tacitly acknowledged by those who pay 
Attention to the ravings of Brothers, or the 
Cheshire boy, among ourselves. When 
frenzy and imposture usurp the regard, 
which is only due to the oracles of ti'uth, 
it becomes interesting to know the source 
of a delusion, capable of existing among 
any class of men, in age^ which boast 
the possession of true religion.- The 
state of mind in which men were an- 
ciently supposed to acquire a knowledge 
of futurity, was forined by dreaming, 
dT,ynkeqness, madness, epilepsy, or the 
approach of death. In one word, deli- 
rium* was the characteristic of a prophet: 
we cannot be at a loss for that of his 
admirers. 

M 4> 
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The Platonic philosophers of the ec- 
lectic class, thought that predictions were 
communicated during sleep, or immedi- 
ately on awaking, by low voices.* This 
is now a very prevalent vulgar error, 
though undoubtedly of Platonic descent. 
In the ecstasy, which may be considered 
as a morbid state, a number of objects is 
obtruded on the prophet's senses, from 
which he can seldom form any coo- 
jecture. Such was the celebrated vision 
of Arise Evans,*!* ^^ which he saw the 
restoration and succession of monarchy 
in this country delineated in the palm of 
his hand, without being able to deduce 
more iVom it, than that after four reigns 
tlicrc would be a change of blood. :|: hi 

* Brucker, torn. ii. p. ii^. 

f Apprndix to the first volume of Jortin*s Remarks 
on Ecclesiastical History. 

I I liave in my possession a small tract by this man, 
written in 1056, to prove that Charles ii. was the 
Messiah, destinecj to restore the Jews, in which is a 
prediction still more circumstantial and remarkable; 
" But 1 say, he that lives five years to an end, shall 
see King Charles Stuart flourish ou his throne, t© the 
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all these operations the genius acts ; the 
prophet is passive, and generally igno* 
lant.^ 

It appears not improbable, that an in* 
toxiciatingpotion.was given- to tbePythia, 
by way of ensuring the strength of her 
ecstasy.* There seems to have been 
some traditionary knowledge handed 
down on this subject, for in Dr. Harsnett^ 
Archbishop of York's Discovery of Po- 
pish Impostures, the. girls who were ^ 
exorcised had delirium excited, by nause- 
ous potions and fumigations. 

Delirious exclamations, in certain dis- 

amazement of all the worlds for God will bring, him in 
without bloodshed/' Light to the Jews» p. 5. Bat^ 
mark the juggling of this fellow. This egregious pro- 
phecy» though said to be printed in 1 656 on the sttcond 
title-page, was in reality, only published in 1 664, fcwr 
years after the eyent. In this instance, therefore, he 
was clearly guilty of imposture. Prophecies, at that 
lime, were party-matters- £vans prophesied for the 
Royalists; Lilly, a more successfi^l knave, for the 
republicans. 

* the Pythia always dtank, before she placed her- 
self on the Tripod. 



eiee^ here bceo received as indicationi 
of CutuR ereats; benoe it has become 
ncccssarv for those who aspired to the 
character of prop|iete, to m»l(£ (he 
multitude believe them to be afHioed 
Willi tliosediseases.* Lucian's Alacander 
icarnl the art of frothing at the moutfa, 
and the mob, as Lucian telk us, held 
hiti froth to be sacred. Epileptic com- 
plaiiUs have certainly been familiar ta 
Bwn of great talents : Cassar, Peter i, 
and -several others of distinguished merit, 
were subject to eplkpsy. But it cannot 
be supposed that they were improved by 
the disease. 

It is au unhappy circumstance, that 
philosophy has sometimes strengtlieued, 
instead of correcting vulgar prejudices. 

" fiiMTi philosophers, of the mystic olaw, hare 
thought the imputation of madness an addition to th«r 
lame. "- Porphyrius **• sb secreto molta mysterk. tx 
divinoafflatuinterdumdisseruisse, idcoque pro fubghti 
habitum^isRe jactat-" trucker. Hiat. Crit. Philo*. 
torn. ii. p. 24.5. 
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: Vkto's followers/ i by tibcir. descr^tten * 
tof the ^fkfm»p^i constituted ufcadnegB .t 
iigu o£ inspiration. To the itaisfortMne 
<tf fasknkindi^ tibtB r;if inrgs of hwatk^ Jaam^e 
: often been more regarded than the w|pib- 
i^Giite x>f wise inen; Ipiujt such « pre- 
fereiice. ouglpt not to. havie been* sano<- 
tioned by «pMo(W)|)h«s. This mi** «ui«l)r 
hate been one of thtt: eJcoteric doctrine^ 
oalcii^ted;onJy;vfi)ritlw tporters and fish* 
WOSMwa »af : Athvnsi r . No «hmbt^ 4be same 
causes wfakh^ in ft. strong degree, .pro» 
duce dfnadfKss;^ may. in -a iower eniorea^ 
the nal]ttrai|pawevSiof itfaemnd.!: Caaaim^ 
and a melancbojy iistof iBlu^knxsaaiEn^ 
appiear, in ^soiAe patis of iketr ^vmtifig9» 
asAMdaithe author of Httrtotbrumbo^ 
whaia ia iMfaera '. doey; : dtoCQYer. ^ , ek tm> 
ordinary acuteness and sagacity. Tte 
popidar pmphets ofi'lhis eoantiy, <«Uere 
all reaihy (h* affedfidly mad. ' Tbey am 
now little fead <ir respedted; but they 

• ■'.:■' ''■'{:...■ ... -, 
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were formerly powerful engines of faei 
tion, and became the objects of repeated 
acts of the legislature, l^s reves, at 
Voltiiire eays of Plato, donnoient ahrs it 
grande reputation. 

The courteous demons of antiquity, 
have vanished, but they have left a kind 
of niagic splendor over the heads of men 
of talents, which tl>e herd of metaphy- 
sicians has beheld with awe. If a person 
of unassisted good sense were to epquirf, 
what constitutes a man of genius, he 
would discover it to be a vigorous and 
successful exertion of the mind, on some. 
particular subject, or a general alacrity 
and facility of intellectual labour. In a 
word,' that genius consists in the powa 
of doing best, M'bat many eodeavour b) 
do well. . . > 

In the best treatises on: this su^ec^ 
there has been much of a faliaciom 
tpethod, which ifnposes equally on the 
auUior and the reader ; I mean, a prolix 
description of facts, substituted jfor a 
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i theory of their causes. Undoubtedly this 
I kind of writing would be useful, if it 
l were appreciated at its just value ; but its 
I .fiicility, and its pretensions create pre- 
I judices against the more slow and diffi- 
I. cult method of induction. Moliere has 
f characterized this false philosophy by a 
- single stroke : ^' Quare facit opium dor- 
mire ? — Quia est in eo virtus dormitiva." 
Behold the fruit of many a huge and 
thorny metaphysical quarto ! 
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DIALOGUE IN THF SHADES. 



LUCIAN.— NEODIDACTUS. 

. Lucian, 

I OU appear very melancholy, for 
,a philosopher of the new stoical sect* 
Do you regret the glory, which you 
doubtless enjoyed in the other world ? 
pr do you. dislike the grim equality of 
the stalking skeletons which surround 
you ? We cannot boast, indeed, of our 
gaiety, but we have tranquillity, which 
id a ■ philosbpher is much better. We 
ehjoy our exemption frotn the pertuN 
batibns of life, as thb weaned mariner 
. reposes in the still glopn^;, succeeding ^ 
mighty tempest . • • . ; 

Vol. II. N 
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Neodidactits. '^I^H 

Enjoy yourselves as you will ; I am 
tormented by anxiety and doubt. By 
professing the doctrines of the new and 
pure j^iJos{>jiVky vpon ewth, my pjia- 
rscler was ruined, and I was abandoned 
by society. Here, i find no one disposed 
to investigate my principles, e-^eepling 
yourself, who, 1 suppose, intend to laugh 
at me, according to your custom. I 
had learned, indeed, from our n):^ste^, 
that " the wise man is satisfied with no- 
thing:" that "he is not satisfied with 
his own attaiiiitteBts, or even wUh his 
principles and opinions;"* but I feel 
that mine liave produced the eattremitf 
of wretciiedness. 

Lucian. 

You iiiu^ timu i)e pxtrflswej^ wi^r ^ 
yogr own prin.piple5, B«J hp pot f}^ 
jeptcsl. The wftrid, J perceiye, pr^rm 

f Godwin's Enquiry conuerning Polilical Jiutkx 
Yol. i. p. 268. 2nd£dition. 



TftE «f?^Pi^. l«7 

it^ o^ cdif^^cter : .i9an.k;in4 have Si^om 
tf^^f^bled their Jt^enef^^tpfs with expv^ 
s^ns of gratitude* 

' Ifeodtdactus. 

1 beg that you may never again men- 
tion so disagreeable a word to me. Gra- 
titude, according to the new philosophy, 
*f is no part either of justipe or virtue;*'* 
ii^y we hold it to be actually a viee,-!* 
yJIp^ k result^ iinerely from our sisnse of 
benefits conferred on us. 



« f \ ■\ 



Py (he Graces ! this is very strai^ge 
philosophy. Ip teaching 'men to be 
ungrateful, do you not render them 

W^ do not jembavrass ourselves mucl) 
with the distinctiooB of virtue 'Wd vice ; 

^.^fiftry ponpermn^ Political J^tice* toI. i« 
p. 130. 

t Ibid- R. ^6^ 

" ' N 2 
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the motives and the tendencies of human 
actions are so complex, and their results 
so uncertain, that we find it difficult (o 
assign them places under those desig- 
nations. We even doubt whether there 
be any such thing as vice. 



Lucian. 



- You puizle me :' let me beg that yoi 
would explain yourself a little more 
clearly ; unless your philosophy enjoin! 
you to be obscure. 

Neodidaclvs. 
I will explain myself most gladly. 
Know then, that *' vice, as it is com- 
monly understood, is, so far as regards 
the motive, purely negative,"* and that 
" actions in the highest degree injurious 
to the public have often proceeded 
from motives .uncommonly conscienti- 
ous. 1 he most determined political 
?issassins, Clement, Ravaillac, Damiens, 

• Enquiry, Tol. i. p. 153, 154. 



i 



1 
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land OiOfard, gei^ni , to havq been deeply 
penetrated witli anxiety for the eternal 
welfare of mankind/' Our sublime 
contemplations lead us also to believe, 
llhfiit '^benevolence probably had its part 
in. lighting the fires of Smithfield, and 
;pointing fiie daggers of St. Bartholo- 



.raew/' ^ 

« « » . 



Lucian. 



If I rightly undei'stand you, murder 
ind pferscteution are justifiable on the 
'^ririciptes of the new philosophy. 






. r-^. Neodid4ctus>. 

* • • • . 

'- ^Our' oiily^' t\i\^ is^ the promotion of 
-^neril good, by strict, impartial justice; 
^whatever inconveniences may arise to 
-ihdividuafe^frdm this system, we disregard 
"tWferiiV arid as 'We allow no merit to 
actions which respect the good of indi* 
viduals only, so wc perceive no demerit 

iq those which benefit the public, though 

f'O y'-'-'ii} iiJ:£i ,:;-::: .;.:• ■?;; •.;.;.• ■'■. ^ 

N 3 • 



hid . mA^M^ifm' 

iMa/mi .. ,, 

But liow fhidl Ibb <MrAHrii]Mtg jui^ 
W aAoeftaiUKnj; or tifhiCB^ ; >Itf ' i^^ 
rttto iii to ^ecMe "1^; fiinaglf ^' fte 
world, confusion, and unWer&i flidii 
tnust ensue. 

NeoiiUactus^' i^;, : 

.. Yqu 8pMlt> O Li«faai)», bf; a(u|^.uf,]liB 

present stMe,|„1»iU^ wa feg«f4 huf^^;^ 

state of perfection, to which he may 

attain by insftVraiMt ^iLftd experience. 

: We hope the time will arrive, when 

neither government nor laws will be 

necessary to the ex^istence o^ society; 

for morality is notbiiag but tfafe calciUa- 

tioQ of the probable a4vant£qj^ oc dis- 

^dvantagjsa of our, aqtiomb 

By what means, then, shall those be 
corrected, who jpaay err it» their calcula- 






^30t\9 respectiikg: llie public good, and 
^ffimai juMice ? For I mppe^ ycui cuti 
hardly esp^ct ddtit all men will neiisoii 
with equal acuteness, in the most En- 
lightened periods; 

, By persuasion ;^ the only* allowable 
method of suppressing human errors. 
The establishment of positive laws is an 
insult to the dignity of man *,.\ so greatly 
do we detest their influence, that we 
consider an honest lawyer as a worse 
member of society than a dishonest on^ 
because- the naan oi integrity palliates^ 
and in some degree masks the ill effects 
of law. 

This part of yo«ir phU6so]^y is not so 
new as jow imagine. Att puaishments^ 

* Enquiry^ Voh i. pi ISO. 
t VoUii* p. 39^, 400; 
I Vol. ii. fi 99d^ 

N 4 



then, would be banished from your re- 
publici excepting the long discourses, 
to which you would oblige criminals to 
listen. 

Neodidaclus. 
Punishment is nothing else than force,* 
and he who sutlers it must be debased, 
and insensible of the dift'erence between 

' right and wrong, if he does not consider 
it as unjust.-f' " I have deeply reflected, 

, suppose, upon the nature of virtue, and 
am convinced that a certain proceeding 
is incumbent on me. But the hangman, 
supported by an act of parliament, assures 
me that T am mistaken.":}: Can any 
thing be more atrocious? more injurious 
IQ our sublime speculations ? 

XMcian, 
<>■ DoiAtlese, -phitopo^jhers; of jpm- kct 
must -sonretime^-be thus, disagreeably, ukr 

* Vol. u p. iSI. ■■. -■ 
t Enq^uiiy, Tol.i. pilBI, 
t lb. p. J7«, J7gi. ;^'/ J 
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good ttt tho world ^ and thai yoit hwt 
been recommending a plan, wliicli ift- 
utead of perfecting inanv and improving 
society, must be destructive of cTery 
c^iaaoble (quality in bis bi-east, and must 
drive Inm again into savage solitude ? 

Neodidactus. 

We cannot always answer for events, 
•• fivery thing is connected in the uni^ 
verse. If any man asserted that, if 
Alexander had not bathed himself in tlie 
river Cydnus, Shakespeare would never 
ftave written, it would be iiotposnbte to 
affinn that his assertion was untrue."* 
Sueh is our doctrine. 

I ' Lucian. «» 

Your logic is equ^ly admifable wift 
your morality ; this species of sophism 
lias been exploded with contempt by 
good authors ; you now revive it as one 

* Enquiry, vol, i. p. ISI. 



«ff y^ur dlsebifitriter 'bnd y6a mnej/i fmt* 
^^^ rd(se itk) tl)e<«aitk 6f thet^^'wbkih 
iftefit itt*giatk5Wu ; >. . . 

* * ■ • " ■ I ■ ; \''' ' ■ * 

-;i: . . Nioiidactmv . 

Be; not too hasty, iacetipus &ree|i:; 
you miscaltulateji liWall tliose who ^s 
tne q[^uantlty of* energy iiecesisary for this 
pdtasipn. Our ma^ster h^s taken many^ 
^f* ^e things whicji yoii msapprovei 
^jrom the writings of. yciur frienrf^^^i^^^^^ 



Lucian. 






Yes, I am. jm»M\ tli'sft a great part 
of your new philosophy is stolen from 

Oil httffe^s vf^i' th^ aftghee^^ of ydu# 

^^e^ hidH*.* Futcoi^/ that we May 
^Hf' in g6o^' hiitxto^^ r Will- tt^eat yott 
'Mthr a s^ttm^^ w)^^h I d^riV6 fir^rii' it 
dear friend of Swift. "We are fof i 



just pactUion of ,Uk world, Cor every 
piail li^l> ^ right to enjoy life. We 
retrench the superfluilies of mankind, 
The world is avaricious, and we hate 
avarice. A covetous fellow, like a jack- 
daw, steals what he was never made to 
fenjoVr for the sake of hiding it. These 
&re the robhcrs of mankind, for moncj' 
Was made for the free-hearted and ge- 
nerous : and where is the injury of taking 
from anotlier, what he has not the heart 
to mate use of ? " What is your opinion 
of this? 

■ Neodidactus. 

It is admirably expressed, in the true 
spirit of our philosopliy, and of iujpartial 
j.usiice. Indeed pur master has said 
something veryilike it.* Pray, in what 
divine, work is this great truth to be 
found ? 



i»U \., p,13J8, aiul yol. ii, p, +44, 
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Lucian. 

In the Beggar's Opera; it expresses 
the sentiments of a gang of Highway- 
men, an institution which approaches 
nearer to your idea of perfect society, 
than any other with which I am ac-.- 
quainted. 
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HAT Wild desiros, what restless tormeBts seize 
The hapless man, vfho feels the book«disease« 
If niggard Fortune pramp his gen'roi|s mindj 
And Pnjdence quench the Spark by heaven assi^'d ! 
With iviatfkl glance his aching eyes behold 
The Pri9ceps-iQopy« cliul in blue apd ^ol<j[^ 
Where the tall Book-case, with partition thin, 
I>i6plays> yet guards the tempting charms Within : 
So great Facardin viewed, as s^es* tell. 
Fair Crystalline immured in lucid cell. 

Not thus the lew, by hapjxier fortune graced. 
And blest, like you, with talents, wealjth aQ4 t9ste. 
Who g^^^her nobly, wijtl^ judicious hm^ 
The Muse's tneasur^ from each lettered Mr^^d. 
For you the Monk ilhimM his pictured page. 
For yo\i the pr^ss de$es the Spells of a^ ; 
FAuf TVS for yoM ifi&mal tortures bore. 
For you ^l^aiius f starvM on Adrians shore. ^ 

* Sagci^ Count Hamilton, in the Quaire Facardtni, 
and Mr, M. LeWi^ in his Tales of Romance. 

t See the Opuientia Sardida, in his CoHoqtties, where 
be complains 80 feeHngfy of the spafe Venetian diet 

Vol. II. o 




Thtt FoliO'Aldus loads your liappy ShelvKj 

And dapper Elzevirs, like fairy elves, 

SUcw their light fur ms amidst the well-gilt TwelfM;) 

In xlcodt-r lype the Giolitos ihine, 

Aikd bold BouoNi stamps his Roman line. 

Pur you the I^uvbs opes lU regal doors. 

And either Uidot lends bis brilliant stofes : 

With faultless lypes> and costly sculptures brigbt, 

Ib«bba*s Quixote charms yoar ravishM fiighl: 

Labobde in splendid tablets )sha11 explain 

Thy beauties, glorious, tho' unhappy SpAtN ! 

O,' ballowe'l name, the theme of future years, 

Embalm'd in Pal riot- blood, and England's tears. 

Be thine IVesb honours from the tanetiil tongue. 

By Isid' streams nhich mourning Zion sung I 

Bat devious oft' from ey'ry classic IVIuse, 
Tbe keen Collector meaner paths will choose : 
And first the Margin's breadth bis soul employ), 
Pure, snowy, broad, the type of nobler joys. 
In vain might Homer roll the tide of song. 
Or Horace smile, or Tullt charm the throng; 
If Croat by Pallas' ire, the trenchant bl&de 
Or loo oblique, or near, the edge invade. 
The Bibliomane exclaims, with haggard eye. 

No iMargin I ' turns in haste, and scorns to bay. 
He turns where Pvflrs rears his Atlas-bead, 
Or MaBoc's mass conceals its veins of lead. 
The gloisy lines iu polish'd order stand, 
W bile the vast mai'giu spreads «n either band. 
Like Russian wastes, tiiat edge tiie fro^ea deep. 
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Chill with pale glare* and lull to mortal sleep.* 

Or English books, neglected and forgot* 
Excite hvs wish in many a dusty lot : 
' Whatever trash Midwinter gaye to day* 
Or Harper' A rhiming sons* in paper grey. 
At ev'ry auction* bent on fresh supplies^ 
He cons his Catalogue with anxious eyes : 
Wherever the slim Italics mark the page* 
Curious and rare hb ardent mind engage. 
Unlike the Swans* in Tuscan Song displayed* 
He hovers eager o'er Oblivion's Shade* 
To snatch obscurest names from endless night* 
And give Cokain or Fletcher f back to light. 
In red morocco drest he loves to boast 
The bloody murder* or the yelling ghost ; 
Or dismal ballads* sung to crouds of old* 
Now cheaply bought for thrice their weight in gold. 
Yet to th' unhonmir'd dead be Satire just $ 

m 

* It may be said that Quintilian r^ommends mar- 
gins ; but it is with a view to their being occasionally 
occupied : Debet vacare etiam locus* in quo notentur 
quae scribentibus solent extra ordinem* id est ex aliis 
quam qui sunt in manibus loci* occurrere. . Irrumpunt 
enim optimi nonnunquam Sensus* quos neque inserere 
oportet, neque differre tutum est. 

Instit. Lib. x. C. 3. 
He was therefore no Margin-man, in the modern Sense. 

t Fletcher. A translator of Martial. A very bad 
Poet* hni exceedinglf scarce. " 

2 
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Some Qaw'n * " iniell •weeli uut bloasom in that 

dust." 
"J'it thus ev'ii Sriblbv bouta a golden Kd«, 
Ami LovEL*«« strtkes. by fiu, a nctte di*me. 
Th' unequal gleaioB like midnight-ligblniiigK phj. 
Anil deepenM gloom luccettda, in place of day. 

But human bliss itill mtiets Eome euvioiu utoria; 
He droiips lo Tiew hit Patmtek'* mangled form : 
Presumptuous grief, while pensive Tute Tepines 
O'er the frti) relics of her Attic Shrines ! 
O for that power> for nhich magicians vye* 
To lonk tbrough earth, and secret hoards descry I 
I'd spurn such gi^ms as Mirioelf- beheld. 
And all thp wealth Aladdin's cavern beld. 
Might 1 divine in what mysterious gloom 
The rolls of sacred bards have found their tomb: 
Bmeuh what mould'ring tavtoi, ox waste cbampaiii) 
Is bid Menandbb, sweetest of tha train ; 
Where rests Antimacmus' forgotten lyre. 
Where gentle Sappho'i still seductive fire .- 

■" * Only the actiona of the just 

" Smell sweet, and blossom in tbe dust. 

Sbirlet. 
Perhaps Shirley had in view this passage of Persins: 
NuDC non e tumulo, fortunataque ftvilJa 
Najcentur Violae ? 

Sat. 1. 1.37. 
I Faerie Qu«eae. 
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Or he,* whom ttiief the hiugtiitag Moses otvt). 
Yet i^kiird With soft^sft acceMsto bemo&n 
Sweet PhilomeUt hi sifaitid so tike her owii.| 
The menial train has ptovM the Scourge of wit, 

* Aristophanes, 
t See his ^quisite hyoan to the Nightingale^ in Up 

I Bninck supposes these chanaing Terses to har» 
been intended, af a parody on a passage in the Helena 
of Earipides. 

If Aristophanes deagned his hymn as a burlesque^ 
the efiect of it is totally lost on a modern reader* He 
appears to ha^e rivalled Euripides^ in this instance^ 
in his own «tyle ; and if, on other occasions, he has 
severely scnitinized the defects* he has here seized the 
peculiar beattties of that writ^n 

It 18 surprising that Mr. Fosi^hoald have entertained 
an opinion, expressed in some of his letters, which 
have been lately published, that the soog of the Night- 
ingale was considered^ by the Greek Poets, as cheerful. 
EuHpideSf in the passage alluded to» says of the 
Kiglitingal«, 

And Aristophanes characterizes her song thus; 
E^£Xl(ofav»l 3ii|poi( fAs^ffiv : * 

* Opnfe, 1. 083. 

o s 
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E»'n Onak burnt less Science than the spit. 
Earth(]uakea and wars remit their deadly ra«e. 
But ev'ry (em demands some fated page. 
Y« Towers of Julius,* ye alone remain 
Of all the piles thai saw our nation's slain. 
When Harry's away opprest the groaning realm, 
And I.ust and Rapine seiz'd the wav'ring helm. 
Then ruffian-hands defaced the sacred fanesi 
Tbeif saintly statues, and their storied panes ; 
Then firom the chest, with ancient art embost. 
The Penman's pious scrolls were rudely tost ; 
Then richest manuscripts! profusely spread. 
The brawny Churl's devouring Oven fed : 
And thence Collectors date the heav'niy ire. 
That wrapt Augusta's domes in sheets of fircf 



To whkh we may add this decisive passage from tbc 
Qidiptis Colonem of Sophocles ^ 

srSet Aiyna tutupnat 
^eifu{wii iia>ir' aiiSiit. 1.671. 

From a curious letter, on the stirdy of Greek poctrf, 
, published in Trotter's Memoirs of Mr. Fox, we lean 
that he had " never read a word of Aristophaoei." 
There are, indeed, too many repulsive pasiages in ihii 
dramatist, but he does not merit neglect- 

* Gray. 

t The fire of London. 
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Taste« tho' misled* may yet some purpose gain. 
But Fashion guides a * book* compelling train. 
Once, far apart from Learning's moping crew, 
The traveird beau displayed his red-heel'd shoe. 
Till Orford rose, and told of rhiming Peers, 
Repeating noble words to polish'd ears ; f 
Taught the gay croud to prize a fluttering name. 
In trifling toil'd, nor * blush'd to find it fame/ 
The lettered fop now takes a larger scope. 
With classic furniture, designed by Hope. 
INow warmM by Orford, and by Granger schooFd, 
In Paper books, superbly gilt and tooled. 
He pastes, from injured volumes snipt away. 
His English Heads, in chronicled array. 
Torn from their destin'd page, (unworthy meed 
Of knightly counsel, and heroic deed) 
Not Faithorne's stroke, nor Field's own types caw 

save 
J The gallant Veres, and one-eyed Ogle brave* 

* Cloud-compelling Jove. Pope's Iliad. 

f ....... gaudent praenomine moUes 

Auriculae. 

Juvenal. 

+ The gallant Feres, and one'eyed Ogle. Three fine 
heads, for the sake of which, the beautiful and interest- 
ing Commentaries of Sir Francis Vere have been muti* 
lated by Collectors of English portraits* 

O 4 
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Indign&nt readers teek the image fled. 

And cur*c the busy fbol, who wants a head. i 

Proudly he shews, with mtuiy a smile elate. 
The Rcnmbllni; subjects ai \\iii pritaue pikit ; 
While Time Uieir actions and their names bereHTRi, , 
Thejr grin for ever ia the guarded Iea.ve8. 

Like Poets, born, in vain Collectors etrive 
To cross their Fate, and learn tht an to thnve. 
Like Cacus, bent to tame their struggling wilij * 
Tbe tyrant- passion drags tbem backivard still : 
Ev'a I, debarr'd of ease, and sludioss boors. 
Confess, mid' atixioiu tdl, its lurking powers. 
How pure the jovi when first my hands uufohl 
The small, rare Talnme, black with tarxiish'd gold 1 
The Eye skjms restless, like the roving bee. 
O'er flowers of wit, uraong, or repartee, 
Wbile sweet as Springs, new-bubbling from the sloM^ 
Glides through the breast some pleasing tbemu mi' 

Now dipt iu *Roisi's terse and classic style. 
His harmless tales awake a transient stnile. 
Now BoucBgx's motley stores my thoughts arrest. 
With wond'roua reading, and with learned jesi. 
Bouchctf (vhose tomes a grateful line demand, 

* Generally known by the name of Jantts Nieiu* 
Krylhraeus. The allusion ia to his Pinacotheca. 

t Les Serees de Cuillaiimc Bouchel, a book of ub- 
coramon rarity. I powess a handsome copy, by the 
kindness of Colonel Stanley. 
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The yalued gift of Suitut's liberal kmii. 
Now sadly pl«aMd^ through Med Rom* I stray, 
^ And mix it^gMA With gumk Du Bbllay ;* 
Or tvan, #ith keen dett|;htu '• ^Itfr «oridiii |^age» 
Where harty fPt^f^i^ bikfti ihifr ]K)tlt}ff*S'rt^. ' 

As in th« fragTMit garden bk^tns Ul^ foM^ 
So ttiy $r(dh mtin<isci^t m cfiiB60tiglo#s; 
' Sweet/ ories the Sage^|| ^to ffew the infiMinifety, 
« The first rude eAirts of the dawniiig pMssI^ 
But sweetaf far to meth^ tirigfal dtteigns, 
Ere Caxton'i^ btock9 ilttftest theif cl<|iiisy ItnM» 
«< BotMi! n^Mase/'f what madness irootdengui^ 

^ iiBg . B^i^eta, by Jdaithim dn BeUay, contMn a 
most an»isiikg*%Qd itislnictiire Aeoouni <^f Rome^ in di# 
16th Century. . j 

t Pas<t^ItonmToKudiiOtf: 

X Les dlda Moraux deaPhtlesophes^ an illanuBated 
manuscript i dated 1473*. Sm Sibdin'a Typographi*- 
cal AntiquitieSj for an account of Uiis work. 

II Res sane dtkctatkmis plena cat^ jnc«ttd» hoc 
aspectu pascere opulosi et prima ilia anrese artit too^ 
templari experioMftiia. Ipsa typorum mdita^ ^Ma 
ilia aM craisa^utt litaMurofn facie*> hellii tangit sentus; 
nobisque vifll V(4ttti Oo)Qi4bua gradus istos delineate 
pec quos pa rt at im a tan^ris unguieulib* et ipsis ere- 
pundiis ill masciilaknilla*^ ^6 nunt floret, aetatem ari 
excosoria cretii. . . . 

^b4$lh«m) AttteniMei Uterarise. T. i. p: 5. 
% Ad£soD. 
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To sing the miniatures and vcUuQi-page ? t 

Steal from some happy baul a spark of fire» 
Whose n evei'- check 'd dcscriptioiia never tire ! 
" Pictures a score this curious work adorn, 
" Of men eateem'cl in learning's early morn. ^ 

" On vellum stands inscrib'd each gage's name, 
" Their portraits rich with gold and minium flame ; 
" Some walk in gardens trim^ or books peruse, 
" Or white-rob'd bards address a gothic muse, 
" No brisk, deep-bosom'd, Attic maiden she, ' 

" £ut starch and prim, and scarcely fair to see. 
" Square beards, and long~ear'd caps, and fiirs abound,' 
"And dicent robes depending sweep the ground; 
" Nay. strange estreme of fashion's sov'reign rule, 
■" Some hold what belles have term'd a Ridicule, 
•' (The-Iovcly triflers think not, as they trip, 
" Their bag was fashion'd from the Cynic's scrip-) 

"'Then happy seats appear in beauteous dyes, 
" The softest verdure, and the clearest skies; 
" Stately and fair the porch and airy hall, 
" And costly tapestry clothes the naked wall, 
" St. Gregory hard at study there I spy, 
" His glory and tiara strike the eye ; 
" His books well. bound, with many a gilded vpot, 
" A clever reading-desk has Gregory got ! 
" Had the tenth Leo thus his leisure spent, 
" W,e yet had pray'd in Latin, and kept Lent. 

" But greater bliss the charming picture fills, 
" When golden sun-beams snsile on verdant hills, 
" Or soft letreat. in flow'ry vales are m?de, 
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*' Where the young forest rears its tender shade. 
** Then at safe distance pinnacles are seen, 
«' And giitt'ring tower's surmount the sKrelling green ; 
'* Gay belts of war ! the city's specious pride» 
'* Which sullen cares, and quivering angiush hide. 
" For near the lofty fane or opening square, 
*' The sad blind alley teems with hopeless care. 
*' Dire, in those ancient times; the wretch's plight, > 
*' Ere the dim pane transmitted scanty light : . 
♦* When ill-joioM shutters barr'd the longing view, 
«« And where light flow'd, the winter enter'd too, 
" As shiv'ring hands the wooden leaf withdrew. 
Their's was the shapeless bolt, the dunghill-floor. 
And blackened thatch the humble caves peep'd o'er: 
** Without, the putrid kennel choak'd the way, 
«' And all was filth, disgust, and deep dismay. . 
'' No ballads then bedecked the lab'rer's cot, 
•' Nor Francis Moore foreboded cold or hot : 
^' Whose cuts grotesque, and artless rhymes supply, - 
•' (What cv'n the poor require) the poor man's library 
<' More solid good the mystic church with-held ; 
*' Their eyes the sacred volume ne'er beheld, 
*' Save when at church the reader turn'd with care, 
*' The giitt'ring leavest and spoke the foreign prayer : 
" With doubtful hope the pauper's bosom beat, 
^ He left, unedified* his gloomy seat* 
'' Or when the Freer» on some high festal day 
«' Would relics rare* and miracles display ; 
•' And prate» as tell the sly Italian drollsi 
** Of Gabriel's feather, gr St, I4awre^ce' coals.- 
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The Folio- Aldus loads your happy SheWes^ 
And dapper Elzevirs, like fairy elves. 
Shew their light forms amidst the well-gilt Twelves:, 
In slender type the Giolitos shinej . . ' 
And bold Bodoni stamps his Roman line. 
For yoiL the IjOuvi^b opes its regal doois. 
And either Didot lends his brilliant stores : 
With faultless types, and costly sculptures bright, 
Ibarra's Quixote charms yodr ravished sight : 
Laborde in splendid tablets shall explain 
Thy beauties, glofrious, tho' unhappy Spai-n ! 
O,' hallowed name, the theme of future years, 
EmbalmM in Patriot-blood, and England's tears. 
Be thine fresh honours from the tuneful tongue. 
By Isis' streams which mourning Zion stmg ! 

But devious oft' from ev'ry classic Muse, 
The keen Collector meaner paths will choose : 
And first the Margin's breadth his soul employs. 
Pure, snowy, broad, the type of nobler joys. 
In vain might Homer roll the tide of song. 
Or Horace smile, or Tully charm the throng; 
If crost by Pallas' ire, the trenchant blade 
Or too oblique, or near, the edge invade^ 
The Bibliomane exclaims, with haggard eye, 

No jNIargin ! ' turns in haste, and scorns to buy. 
He turns where Pybus rears his Atlas-head, 
Or MaDoc's mass conceals its veins of lead. 
The glossy lines in polishM order stand. 
While the vast margin spreads ^on either hand. 
Like Russian wastes, that edge the frozen deep. 
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O'eraw'4, she sees transcendant mittire reigti. 
And trenabling^ copies what she dar'd not feign. 
But scarcer books had kept their station here. 
Had warning Cynthins touch'd my infant-ear. 
And shewed the grare coHeofcor's to»l employed. 
To gain the works my childish sport destroyed* 
^pARisMus then had shone in decent pride. 
And bold St. 6boegb> with Sabra at his side : f 
And Rbtnard's wiles, :j; by learned clerks pourtray^d. 
Dame Partlbt wrong'd» and Isgrim sore bewrayM : 
And eke that code>|| of wit the peerless store* 
Where peruk'd beaux their hooded dames adore. 
These once were mine» till, reckless of their scope* 
I left their charms for Milton and for Pope* 
And who can say, what books» matured by age. 
May tempt, in future days, the reader's rage ? 
How, flushed with joy, the Bibliomane may shew 
His Carrs unaU and Cottlbs, fair in row ; 
May point, with conscious pride, to env'ying throngs 
His Holcboft's dramas, and his Pimoiib's songs? 
So winter-applcB, by the prudent Dame 
Are hoarded late» and wither into fame. 
So Antiquarians pierce the Bairow^t eml, 

* History of Parismus and Parismehos, once a child's 
booky now exceedingly scarce and dear*. 

f History of the Seven Champions. •. j- 

X History of Beyaard the Fonri ?«ry ^scaurce and dear. 
II Academy of Complimcalii»>iMry'Miriottt^ft^ 
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AodloatUof crockerj pay their learned toil; 
The wond'rous ftagmcnU rich QiiLseums grace 
And tv'rjr Pipkin rises up a Va*c. 

With deep concemi the curious bid me t«U< 
Why no Black- Letter dignifies my cell : 
No Caxton ? Pyiison ? in defence 1 plead 
Otke Bimple fact; 1 only buy to read. 
I lcaT« to those whom hendslrung faihion ru)u. 
Dame JuLiAM Behnbbs. and the Ship oc Fooli; 
The cheapen page ofwiti or genuine sense 
Outweight Ihe uncut copy's wild expence. 
What coxcumb would avow ih' absurd exccssi 
To choose his friends, not ibr their parts, but dre&s.' 
Yet the choice fiard becomes some aacient stains; 
1 love, in Gothic type, my Ckaucba's strains; 
And Sfenceb's dulcet gong as deeply cfaarmsi 
When bis light ibiio boaala Eliza's arms. 
Nay dout>ly fair the Aldine pages seenii 
Where, broadly gilt, illuttiiii'd leilers gleam. 
For stupid prose my fancy never throbs. 
In fipite ofTellum-leavesi or silver knobs. 

But D n's strains should tell the sad reverse. 

When Business callsi invet'rate foe to verse ! 
Till how ' the Demon claps his iron hands,' 
' Waves his lank locksi and scours along the lands.' 
Though wintry blasts, or summer's fire I go. 
To scenes of danger, and to eights of woe. 
Ev'n when to Margate ev'ry cockney roveSj 
And brainsick poets long for slielt'ring groves, 
Wlius« lofty shades exclude! Che noontide glow* 
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While Zephyrs breathe» and waters trill below»''^ 
Me rigid Fate averts* by tasks like these» 
From heavenly musings* and from letter'd ease. 

Such wholesome checks the better Genius sends. 
From dire rehearsals to protect our friends : 
Else when the social rites our joys renew* 
The stufF'd Portfolio would alarm your view* 
Whence volleying rhimes your patience would over- 
come. 
And, spite of kindness* drive you. early home. 
So when the traveller's hasty footsteps glide 
Near smoaking lava* on Vesnvio's side, 
Hoarse-mutt'ring thunders from the depths proceed* 
And spouting fires incite his eager speed. 
Appaird he flies^ while rattling showers invade 
Invoking ev'ry Saint for instant aid : 
Breathless* amaz*d* he seeks the distant shore* 
And vows to tempt the dangerous gulph no morqi* 

* Errare per lucos, amoenss^ 
Quos et aquae snbeunt et aure. 

HORAT. 
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NORTHERN PROSPECT; 



AN ODE. 



Tl^ aMt not hmgfa ki-tbu ieaC Mote— 



VOL. II. 



The following ode contains ideas* suggested by the 
extraordinary prospect from a rock, in the neighbour- 
hood of Alnwick Castle. That view comprehends a 
series of antiquities, deeply interesting, not only by 
their magnificence^. but by their relation to history; 
and frequently recollected by the author, amidst the 
exertions of active life, as the faToorite scenes of his 
youth. Some readers may, perhaps, suppose that the 
thoughts are not sufficiently developed. But I have 
always considered it as essential to the ode, that it 
should indicate impressionsi without dwelling upon 
them. The torrent of ideas, which characterizes this 
species of poetry, only presents an object with force, 
to hurry it more rapidly beyond the view of ihe 
spectator. 
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HEN blazing noon illumes the plain^ • 
And tips each spiry dome with quivering fire> 
Where Ratcheugh's pillared rocks aspire 
Swift let my steps the airy height attain* 
Around the various prospect thrown, 
Th' expanded sea's majestic zone 
In many a floating tint reflects the beam ; 
Dark stretch the wood's high-shelt'ring arms^ 
The village spreads her simple charms. 
And shines a^ur the silver-winding stream. 

Bold on the eye advance those tow'rs. 
Where Percy boasts his princely bowers. 

Crown the slope-hill* and awe the subject-vale; 
In faded glory Warkworth's turrets rise. 
And point to yonder cell * the raptur'd eye^ 

Where figured rocks record the Hermit's tale. 
Swift o'er Howick's attic hall* 
And ^helter'd Graster's sylvan walJ^ 

* The Hermitage. 

P2 
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WIterc Duoatouburgh • o'erliangs the roaring tidi?. 
And liilji bis sbatler'J arms, and mourod his raia'i' 
pride. 

TVembling o'er the rocky gruund, 

Hu getyiH scuds » lioJlon souuii. 
Ltku the ves'tl sea, tvhen thund'ring winds are fl< 

" Relentless hands, which these proud works de- 
fac'd ! 
Mistaken Avarice, with such costly wiisig 
To rear the hardy peasant's simple shed I 
See Alnwick tc*wer in Gothic prtd« ; 

The manh exhale, the heaih rocnje. 
In graceful wave the d\]cti(e river glide ; 

'Tis liberal power's creative deed. 
And fdr-conspicnoas on the wat'ry waste, 
Bambroogft'a btrge rocft tlie mamy structure* crowa: 

On *Jie biack vale when rolling vapours spread. 
The turrets jjleam high o'er the driving blast ; 

Sharp f rear'd theic drooping. he«d. i^ 

Beneath old Cheviot'ii frown,^ 

See Ford's J white line tlje verdant sloBB a^m^i 

But 'when shall rise my vernal tOPiy ? 

* A romautio fiiTtpes^ nearly demofuhed to-enbrn 
a farm-houae, which lies at its feet. 

t Dr. Sharp, late ArcRdeacon of Northumbetland. 
X Ford Castle, repair'd b^ Lotd Delaval. 
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These fragmeitta of Lancastman' pride^ 

These broken ball8> these jutting momidb o^erdwDwn» 
Hough gales» as thro' the isramldVing arofe they katste. 

Learn, softened, to bemoao;. 
'Whi4e deaf^Bing wavf»» with aggregated* i;oar«. 
Surmount thft waJl* they vaiaJy lash!^ heferew'^ 

Dim*8hewn in yonder leafy glade, 
SequesterM Huln her fair enclosure rears. 
Sweet hope of peaceful -years. 

Well might^st thou haunt that cloister'd shade ! 
Let those proud trophies* teW 
Where hostile monarchs fought and fell. 

These walls beleag'ring round ; * 
Unhurt by war's tumultuous rage. 
The tranquil monk illumed the pagf^. 

Safe in thy consecrated ground* 

Amid yon' happy woods ^ 

The careless rustic seeks his game» 
Or in the murm'ring floods 
Ensnares the fry, by loneness tame ; 
Nor heeds where creeping ivy's trail 
O'er knightly trophies draws its yeil ; 
Nor, asfhe crumbling turrets fade, 

* Monuments jn the pleasure-grounds of the Duke 
•f Northumberland, wbieb cooMneraorate the captivity 
of one king of Scotland, and the death of another^ 
while they were besieging the castle of Alnwick. 
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Remarks ibe abbey's ahorien'd shade ; 

Domor'd alike by piety and fame. 

Ye who Caleb at glorjr'B flame. 

To yon' majestic waiU rei)air ; 

Know Tyson.t Vescy.l" or Filzhardiag* ihere 
Spread their rich banners in the flutt'ring gale ■ 
l^arn to contemn, from their neglected tale. 
The wild ainbilioii of a name. 

+ The Saxon, atid first Nonnan Lords of Alnwick, 
* Founder of Warkworth Caalle. 
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